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Rapidly escalating hostilities along Yemen's western coast and the southern Taiz frontlines
have continued since early September and expanded geographically, resulting in the
displacement of more than 145,000 people, with numbers doubling over the past two
weeks. The scale and pace of the crisis are increasing humanitarian needs while disrupting
life-saving services, referral pathways, and the humanitarian response.

Displaced women and girls are among the most vulnerable and face serious health,
protection and safety risks. Intensifying violence has disrupted reproductive health and
women’s protection services in the most affected governorates, with several health
facilities and women and girls’ safe spaces (WGSS) remaining closed.

UNFPA continues to lead the coordination of reproductive health and women'’s protection
services within the humanitarian response. The UNFPA-led UN Inter-Agency Rapid
Response Mechanism (RRM) remains a first-line humanitarian response, delivering
emergency relief to nearly 92,000 individuals as of 28 September.

However, funding constraints are severely straining UNFPA's ability to respond, particularly
for the provision of reproductive health and women’s protection services to displaced
populations. Overall, US$22.7 million is urgently needed for UNFPA’s humanitarian
response in Yemen up to December 2026.

O 0 O O

500,000 125,500 11,200 95,000 42,000
Total people Women of Estimated pregnant People targeted w/ People targeted w/
affected’ reproducﬁve age2 women? SRH services GBV programmes

"Based on population projections in the areas most affected by the recent escalation, source UN OCHA.
% Estimated figures are based on the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) for Sexual and Reproductive Health in Humanitarian Settings
calculator.
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https://yemen.iom.int/news/over-145k-now-displaced-yemen-16000-increase-past-week
https://iawg.net/resources/misp-calculator/
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Situation Overview

Violence along Yemen'’s western
coast, southern Ta'iz and Marib
frontlines remains highly volatile, with
a rapidly deteriorating humanitarian

situation resulting in mass ’

displacement, civilian casualties and e
disruption to essential health and ’ et 2R DAL
protection services. Displacement is 8 A

predominantly short-distance, with e

many people relocating within their
governorates of origin. The largest
concentrations of displaced people
are reportedly in Ta'iz, Lahj and Aden
governorates, This latest emergency
is compounding the existing dire
needs across the country.
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displacements. Nine health facilities have reportedly been destroyed or rendered non-functional,
while eight have suspended services, including reproductive health services. The disruption of
antenatal care, safe delivery services, nutrition and water and sanitation services is increasing risks
of miscarriage, premature and obstructed labour and hypertensive complications, including
pre-eclampsia.

UNFPA estimates that the more than 145,000 people reportedly displaced by the recent escalation
include approximately 35,000 women of childbearing age and more than 3,200 pregnant women,
many of whom have been displaced multiple times. At least 6080 women require comprehensive
emergency obstetric and newborn care for potential complications, while an estimated 360 women
are expected to give birth within the next month. UNFPA partners have reported several instances of
pregnant women giving birth on the roadside while fleeing hostilities, without skilled assistance and
amid life-threatening delays in reaching comprehensive emergency obstetric and newborn care.

Field observations by protection teams indicate that repeated and rapid displacement is increasing
the exposure of women and girls to gender-based violence (GBV) including sexual violence,
harassment, exploitation, trafficking, child and forced marriage, and intimate partner violence. These
risks are heightened in spontaneous and overcrowded sites lacking privacy, lighting and
gender-segregated water and sanitation facilities. RRM data indicate that nearly four in ten
displaced households are headed by women. Limited access to secure shelter and lockable
sanitation facilities, combined with reliance on host families, is compounding protection risks for
female-headed households. Increased funding is urgently needed to scale up GBV activities,
including mobile protection services, dignity kits, emergency cash assistance, mental health and
psychosocial support, safe shelter, and other protection responses.


https://yemen.iom.int/news/over-145k-now-displaced-yemen-16000-increase-past-week
https://yemen.iom.int/news/over-145k-now-displaced-yemen-16000-increase-past-week
https://yemen.iom.int/news/over-145k-now-displaced-yemen-16000-increase-past-week
https://yemen.iom.int/news/over-145k-now-displaced-yemen-16000-increase-past-week
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/situation-update-no-3-escalation-hostilities-and-displacement-across-yemen-update-no-3-21-september-2026-reporting-period-1-august-20-september-2026-countrywide
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/situation-update-no-3-escalation-hostilities-and-displacement-across-yemen-update-no-3-21-september-2026-reporting-period-1-august-20-september-2026-countrywide
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/gbv-working-group-response-update-current-emergency-yemen-september-2026
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UNFPA Response

Sexual and reproductive health: Fifty-five tonnes of pre-positioned maternal medicines and
supplies, including clean delivery kits stored at warehouses near displacement sites are being
dispatched to health facilities as security permits. These supplies will support covering the needs of
120,000 pregnant women over six months.

UNFPA-supported health facilities in Ta'iz are operating at full capacity. UNFPA will scale up support
to two additional health facilities in Jabal Habashi and Al Mawasit districts of Ta'iz Governorate and
one in Tuban District in Lahj Governorate by the first week of October.

Twenty-three community midwives deployed by UNFPA continue providing outreach services for
pregnant women, two of whom were displaced themselves and are now deployed to displacement
sites in Aden and Lahj. UNFPA has activated two mobile reproductive health clinics in Marib City
and Marib Al Wadi of Marib Governorate. Additional resources are needed to ensure mobile
reproductive health assistance services in the other affected governorates.

Gender-based violence: UNFPA is ensuring access to essential GBV-related psychosocial services
for displaced and conflict-affected women and girls through remote and in-person services in Aden,
Al'Bayda, Al Hudadayah and Tai’'z.

In the coming week, UNFPA will deploy five mobile teams to provide integrated GBV services,
including psychosocial support and legal assistance, across displacement sites and host
communities in Ta'iz, Lahj and Aden.

Three UNFPA-supported women and girls’ shelters remain operational. UNFPA-supported GBV
services are being disrupted by intensifying hostilities along the West Coast. WGSSs in Al Mukha,
Hays and Al Khukhah remained closed, while the displacement of over 20 key technical and
service-delivery personnel due to ongoing hostilities, is affecting service continuity.

Adolescents and youth: Displaced adolescent girls and young people are being reached through
safe spaces and outreach services. A UNFPA-supported youth health clinic and youth-friendly space
in Al Turbah District, Taiz Governorate, continues to provide integrated health and psychosocial
support.

Thirty Youth Peer Educator Network members (15 in Aden and 15 in Ta'iz), are supporting the
frontline response through psychological first aid, outreach and referrals, in addition to supporting
the RRM with registrations and distribution of emergency relief at displacement sites. Additional
youth volunteers have been trained and mobilized by UNFPA and are on standby to support the
humanitarian response.

UN Rapid Response Mechanism:® The UNFPA-led UN inter-agency RRM continues to respond with
emergency relief for those newly displaced by intensified hostilities. As of 28 September 2026, a
total of 13,672 households had been assisted. A total of 8,000 UNFPA dignity kits were received this
week and are being dispatched to frontline areas by UNFPA partners. While funds have been
pledged to replenish stocks of dignity kits and basic hygiene kits, the stock levels remain
insufficient to respond to increasing population movements and needs. Funding constraints, limited
staffing and verification delays continue to impede the response and are currently limiting its
scale-up.

3 Established in 2018, the UN Inter-agency, the RRM provides immediate, life-saving assistance to people displaced by conflict or climate
disasters and is led by UNFPA in coordination with World Food Programme (WFP), UNICEF, and International Organization for Migration (IOM).
RRM kits are provided to newly displaced households of up to seven persons within 72 hours of receiving a displacement alert, and contain
immediate ready-to-eat rations provided by WFP, basic hygiene kits provided by UNICEF, and women'’s dignity kits provided by UNFPA.


https://yemen.unfpa.org/en/video/first-line-defense-un-rapid-response-mechanism
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Funding Needs

UNFPA urgently requires US$22.7 million to
sustain its humanitarian response across
Yemen over the next three months, including
US$5.7 million to scale up operations in
conflict-affected areas to reach up to
80,000 households with RRM kits and
provide 137,000 women and girls affected
by the recent escalations with life-saving
reproductive health and protection services.
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To date, US$1.37 million has been mobilized,
representing only 6 per cent of the amount
required. Additional funding is critical to
enable the deployment of mobile teams,
establish additional service-delivery points,
distribute clean delivery kits, and expand
integrated services.

“When we were forced to flee, I was already close to
giving birth. We were trying to reach a site for
displaced people, but I couldn’t continue. The pain
became too much and I gave birth on the road.”

- Displaced postpartum mother, Tai’z, Yemen

For more information
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