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Highlights 

Yemen continues to face one of the world's largest and most severe humanitarian crises. 
More than 22 million people – nearly half of the population – are in need of humanitarian 
assistance and protection services. Women and girls are disproportionately affected, with 
10.95 million across the country requiring urgent support.   
 

Recent military escalations and political tensions in the country and across the region risk 
undermining Yemen’s fragile stability. These developments exacerbate an already dire 
humanitarian situation, marked by acute food insecurity, cuts to humanitarian funding, and 
collapsing health and protection services. 
 

Since January 2026, UNFPA has provided life-saving reproductive health, protection 
services, information and emergency relief to nearly 400,000 people. This has been 
achieved through support to 26 health facilities, 15 safe spaces, three shelters, seven 
youth spaces and six specialized mental health centres.  
 

 
22.3 million 

Total people ​
affected1 

 
5.5 million 

Women of ​
reproductive age2 

 
765,000 

Estimated pregnant 
women2  

 
2.1 million 
People targeted 

with SRH services 

 
557,000 

People targeted 
with GBV 

programmes  

 

2 Estimated figures are based on the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) for Reproductive Health in Humanitarian 
Settings calculator. 

1 Yemen Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan 2026    

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2026-march-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2026-march-2026
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167924
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2026-march-2026
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Situation Overview 
 
After more than a decade, the crisis in Yemen continues unabated. The deteriorating economic 
outlook, protracted conflict and crumbling basic services are exacerbating humanitarian needs 
across the country. Climate shocks and chronic underfunding of critical humanitarian sectors are 
further deepening people’s vulnerability and suffering, compounded by regional conflict that has 
constrained fuel supply, kept food prices high and further reduced household purchasing power. More 
than 18 million people – over half the population – are acutely hungry. Two out of every three families 
are forced to skip meals every day.  
 
Women and girls continue to bear a disproportionate burden in this humanitarian crisis. Nearly 1 in 2 
people in need are women or girls, who face severe protection risks, as well as limited access to 
basic services, including healthcare, especially maternal and reproductive care, and social protection 
assistance.   
 
In 2026, UNFPA estimates that 5.5 million women of reproductive age are in need of humanitarian 
assistance, including more than 765,000 pregnant women. Around 80 per cent of them lack or have 
limited access to life-saving reproductive health services, while only one in five functional health 
facilities provide maternal and child health services. As a result, three women die every day from 
pregnancy related complications or during childbirth.  
 
An estimated 6.2 million women and girls are at risk of gender-based violence (GBV), while over 90 
per cent of rural areas lack the necessary services to respond to and prevent these acts of violence. 
Survivors without access to psychosocial support, referrals to health centres, legal aid and other 
services risk long-term physical, emotional, social and economic impacts, with potentially 
life-threatening consequences. With limited shelter options and a breakdown in formal and informal 
protection mechanisms, girls are increasingly vulnerable to child marriage, human trafficking, and 
child labour, among others. Women and girls with disabilities and marginalized groups face an even 
greater risk of GBV, with available services not equipped to accommodate their needs. The lack of 
funding is severely constraining the ability of humanitarian actors, including UNFPA, to continue 
supporting the already limited safe spaces and shelters available for survivors and those at risk of 
GBV. 
 
The operating environment for the humanitarian response remains increasingly challenged by limited 
funding and constrained humanitarian access, including due to restricted movement, insecurity and 
bureaucratic impediments.  

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/mr-tom-fletcher-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-briefing-security-council-humanitarian-situation-yemen-16-june-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/mr-tom-fletcher-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-briefing-security-council-humanitarian-situation-yemen-16-june-2026
https://yemen.unfpa.org/en/publications/2entity26-yemen-humanitarian-action-overview-and-2entity25-results-snapshot
https://yemen.unfpa.org/en/publications/2entity26-yemen-humanitarian-action-overview-and-2entity25-results-snapshot
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/9789240108462-eng.pdf
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/9789240108462-eng.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2026-march-2026
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UNFPA Response  
Sexual and reproductive health:  

Between April and June, more than 103,000 women and girls were supported with life-saving 
reproductive health information and services. UNFPA supported more than 8,200 safe deliveries, 
including over 1,400 emergency Caesarean sections, and almost 26,000 individuals accessed family 
planning services. UNFPA currently supports 26 health facilities providing emergency obstetric and 
neonatal care (EmONC). 
 
UNFPA has mobilized 72 front-line community midwives in underserved and conflict-affected areas 
with limited access to health services, reaching more than 21,100 women and girls with antenatal and 
postnatal care, safe deliveries, family planning services and referrals to health facilities. UNFPA also 
supports 100 students enrolled in a three-year midwifery diploma. 
 
Three mobile medical teams operate in displacement sites in Marib and Hadramout governorates, 
and have reached over 7,600 women and adolescent girls with maternal and newborn healthcare and 
nutritional support, as well as other essential health services. UNFPA further facilitated referrals for 
273 pregnant women with complicated deliveries to emergency obstetric care facilities in 
underserved areas by providing cash assistance for transportation.  
 
UNFPA supported the expansion of the electronic Logistics Management Information System 
(eLMIS) from central and regional warehouses to district and governorate warehouses and critical 
EmONC hospitals. Infrastructure upgrades included the rehabilitation of the Ta’iz warehouse and the 
installation of 55 solar-powered cold chain units. Nearly 200 healthcare and humanitarian workers 
from non-governmental organization (NGO) partners were trained on supply chain management for 
reproductive health commodities, helping to strengthen local capacity for sustainable supply chain 
management. In addition, UNFPA supported the rollout of Maternal Death Surveillance and Response 
(MDSR) in 22 critical health facilities and trained 151 healthcare providers across nine governorates 
on MDSR protocols. 
 
Clinical mangement of rape (CMR) trainings were conducted for 74 medical doctors from nine 
governorates, following an update of national CMR guidelines and training materials to international 
standards. By expanding CMR services beyond emergency obstetric care facilities, this intervention is 
helping to improve access for survivors, in particular also for male survivors. 
 
Gender-based violence:  

More than 9,000 women accessed multisectoral services through the UNFPA-supported case 
management system across nine governorates. These services address immediate needs while also 
providing psychosocial support, specialized psychological services, life-saving medical assistance 
and legal aid.  

Three UNFPA-established shelters continue to provide GBV survivors with immediate shelter, safety 
from abuse and protection from further violence. More than 1,100 women and girls participated in 
livelihood skills training, fostering independence and economic empowerment. Mental health 
services were provided to nearly 35,000 individuals through six UNFPA-supported specialized 
mental health and psychosocial support centres, predominantly GBV survivors.  
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Community-led awareness-raising campaigns on GBV risk mitigation and prevention reached more 
than 22,700 women, men, boys and girls. The participation of religious leaders and public figures 
advocating for gender equality and the prevention of violence helps to foster community engagement 
and local ownership. Meanwhile, longer term efforts continue on societal issues that undermine 
women’s and girls’ rights and take more acute forms during crisis times, as witnessed by the increase 
in child marriage as an economic coping mechanism. 

Under the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on the Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), 
through Men-to-Men Networks, community dialogues were conducted to redefine positive social 
norms. These helped to successfully shift local attitudes and strengthen community-based 
surveillance and protection mechanisms in safeguarding at-risk girls. Under the Shamekhat 
Network3, 16 awareness-raising sessions were conducted, reaching over 200 people. In addition, 12 
community mobilizers were supported to strengthen community acceptance and assist in the delivery 
of sensitive messages at the community level. 

Under the UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage, capacity building and 
awareness raising initiatives were conducted, including for 60 lawyers and judges to address barriers 
facing adolescent girls in accessing justice. Three youth influencer videos on girls' education, legal 
protections, inheritance rights, and economic empowerment have so far reached over 150,000 
people. In addition, UNFPA-supported community midwives delivered 22 health awareness sessions 
among 800 adolescent girls, covering menstrual health, nutrition, cholera prevention and the health 
risks of early marriage. 

Adolescents and youth:  

UNFPA reached more than 55,100 young people with essential health services and information 
through three youth-friendly health centres and four youth mobile clinics in Aden, Hadramawt, and 
Ta’iz governorates. To drive demand for these centres, particularly in underserved areas, the Youth 
Educator Network (consisting of 60 members across the same three governorates) intensified 
outreach efforts in public spaces, markets, malls, universities and youth gatherings. The network 
successfully engaged over 50,000 young people with critical information on reproductive health and 
mental health to help young people make choices in their best interest and help defuse 
socioeconomic pressure that may lead to suicidal behaviours. 

Rapid response mechanism:  

The UNFPA-led inter-agency Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), with the financial assistance of the 
European Union Humanitarian Aid, provided life-saving emergency relief to nearly 55,000 individuals 
across 35 districts in nine governorates. Among those reached, 88 per cent were displaced or 
affected by climate shocks and 12 per cent were newly displaced by conflict. Women and girls made 
up 52 per cent of those reached, of whom 27 per cent were female-headed households, while an 
estimated 15 per cent of all reached were persons with disabilities.  

In response to flash floods between April and May along the West Coast, Abyan, Hadramaut, Marib 
and Ta’iz governorates, the RRM teams provided emergency relief to nearly 41,500 individuals.  

3 The Shamekhat Network is a regional coalition of over 200 religious leaders across Djibouti, Egypt, Somalia, Sudan, 
and Yemen. Supported by the UNFPA and UNICEF, the network aims to combat FGM and other harmful practices by 
leveraging faith-based teachings to shift community attitudes 

 

https://www.unfpa.org/unfpa-unicef-joint-programme-elimination-female-genital-mutilation
https://www.unfpa.org/unfpa-unicef-global-programme-end-child-marriage
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1492294361828510


   UNFPA SITUATION REPORT  I  YEMEN  I  April - June 2026   

​
 

Results Snapshot (April-June 2026) 

 

Coordination Mechanisms 
The Reproductive Health Working Group co-led by UNFPA and the Ministry of Health under the 
Health Cluster continues to coordinate and support the functionality of health facilities providing  
emergency obstetric services, cash assistance for obstetric emergencies, treatment of malnourished 
pregnant and lactating women, capacity building, and distribution of reproductive health commodities 
and supplies.  

The GBV Working Group co-led by UNFPA and the Yemen Women’s Union, continues to strengthen 
the coordination and delivery of quality GBV services. The GBV Case Management Task Force under 
the Working Group, comprising over 12 organizations working on GBV case management, is 
harmonizing case management approaches, standardizing tools and referral pathways, and ensuring 
consistent application of survivor-centred principles and national standard operating procedures 
standard operating procedures in southern governorates. 

The inter-agency RRM coordination mechanism led by UNFPA, in partnership with the International 
Organization for Migration, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme, 
implemented through local partner networks, continued to serve as a joint platform for rapid 
assessments, harmonized targeting and time-bound delivery of multisectoral emergency assistance.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

133,182 
People reached with SRH services 
97% female, 3% male  

26 
Health facilities supported 

 

 

 

 

68,332 
People reached with GBV prevention,  
mitigation and response activities 
92% female, 8% male 

 

15 
Safe spaces for women and 
girls supported  

 

  

 
384 

Non-food items (such as dignity 
kits) distributed to individuals  

7 Youth spaces supported  

 
894 

Reproductive health kits 
provided to service delivery points 
to meet the needs of 178,800 
women and girls 

 
613 

People reached with 
humanitarian cash and 
voucher assistance for GBV 
and SRH  

 

 



   UNFPA SITUATION REPORT  I  YEMEN  I  April - June 2026   

​
 

Funding Status  

In 2026, UNFPA is appealing for US $71.9 
million to maintain its critical support for 
women and girls, in alignment with the Yemen 
Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan. To 
date, only US $12.8 million has been received, 
leaving a funding gap of US $59.1 million (82 
per cent).  

Given operational limitations, the immediate 
focus of UNFPA’s response is currently in areas 
administered by the Government of Yemen, 
with a humanitarian funding requirement of 
US $38 million.  

Between April and June, UNFPA received EUR 3.5 
million from the European Union Humanitarian Aid 
for the provision of live-saving services. In addition, 
US $322,000 was received from the Government of Iceland.  

 

​

“When I entered the safe space, I felt something I 
hadn’t felt in a long time. For the first time, someone 

listened to me without judgment.” 
— Fatima, a 20-year-old pregnant GBV survivor, Al Maharah Governorate, Yemen.​

 

 

Current Donors 

●​ European Union Humanitarian Aid  

●​ Government of Iceland 

●​ Government of Japan  

●​ Government of the Netherlands   

●​ Government of Norway  

●​ Yemen Humanitarian Fund  

●​ UNFPA Emergency Fund 

 
 
 
 

For more information 

Francesco Galtieri  
Representative  

  galtieri@unfpa.org  
 
Lankani Sikurajapathy  
Communications Specialist 
sikurajapathy@unfpa.org  

 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2026-march-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2026-march-2026
https://yemen.unfpa.org/en/news/cash-assistance-enabling-access-lifesaving-maternal-healthcare-yemen
mailto:galtieri@unfpa.org
mailto:sikurajapathy@unfpa.org

