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EL Obeid, North Kordofan,
Sudan -

Flash Update #2

3-19 July 2026

Highlights

o The humanitarian situation in North Kordofan continues to deteriorate. Between 1
and 19 July, 21 drone-related incidents were recorded, resulting in civilian casualties,
damage to critical infrastructure, and further disruptions to the already limited
access to essential services.

e Access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services and protection from and
response to gender-based violence (GBV) remain severely limited in North Kordofan
due to the security situation, damaged and overstretched health facilities and service
delivery points, and shortages of qualified health personnel, essential medicines, and
medical supplies. In addition, water shortages, inadequate sanitation, and
deteriorating living conditions are increasing health risks for women and girls,
particularly pregnant and lactating women.

e An additional US $1.83 million is urgently required for UNFPA to sustain and scale up
preparedness and response activities for SRH and GBV interventions for
conflict-affected women and girls in North Kordofan and White Nile states.
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"UN Human Rights Council 62: Joint Statement on Escalating Atrocity Risks in El Obeid, Sudan
2 Estimated figures are based on the Minimum Initial Services Package (MISP) for SRH in Humanitarian Settings calculator.
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Situation Overview

Living conditions for women and girls in North Kordofan have deteriorated significantly as the conflict
has intensified throughout 2026. Sheikan locality, including Mina Al Bari and Tagat displacement
camps?®, is currently hosting an estimated 68,500 displaced individuals, placing immense pressure on
already overstretched services and infrastructure. The deteriorating security situation places civilians at
heightened risk of harm; between 1 and 19 July alone, 21 drone-related incidents were recorded in the
state. During the reporting period, a drone strike on a displacement site killed five people and injured 17
others, while a drone strike on a primary school in El Obeid killed one student and injured five others,
underscoring the increasing impact of the conflict on civilians and civilian infrastructure.

The cumulative effect of repeated drone attacks, damage to infrastructure, widespread displacement,
and the disruption of markets and essential public services have made daily life increasingly difficult,
especially for female-headed households and pregnant and lactating women. Although food and other
essential commodities remain available in local markets, sharp price increases have severely reduced
people’s purchasing power, limiting access to basic necessities.

In the displacement camps, sanitation conditions are critically inadequate, in some areas, up to 500
people share a single latrine. Following drone strikes on the main water supply infrastructure in Sheikan
locality, access to safe drinking water has become extremely limited. Outside of water trucking, there is
no reliable source of safe drinking water, and available supplies are limited. Long queues at water points
increase the burden on women and girls, who are primarily responsible for water collection and face
additional protection risks while collecting water. Compromised water supplies also substantially
increase the risk of waterborne diseases and other public health outbreaks, while exposing pregnant
and lactating women to heightened health risks. Delivery of essential services is further constrained by
limited electricity, currently only available for around three hours a day.

Access to SRH services, including antenatal and postnatal care, skilled birth attendance, and essential
medicines, remains severely limited due to damaged and overstretched health facilities, shortages of
qualified medical personnel, and insufficient medical supplies.

El Obeid Maternity Hospital, including its emergency obstetric services, will run out of essential
life-saving medicines and medical supplies in the next few weeks unless it is urgently restocked.

Education for displaced girls and boys continues to be disrupted by school closures, overcrowded
learning spaces, insecurity, repeated displacement, and household economic pressures. These
disruptions increase the risk of negative coping mechanisms such as child marriage.

UNFPA Response

Sexual and reproductive health: UNFPA has recruited and is currently training 60 community
midwives, 30 in White Nile and 30 in North Kordofan, to strengthen community-based emergency
obstetric and newborn care. Amid ongoing insecurity, displacement, and limited access to health
facilities, these midwives will provide life-saving maternal and neonatal services at community level.
UNFPA will also deploy midwives, together with one mobile health team to Um Rawaba locality to
strengthen the provision of essential SRH services for displacement-affected communities.

UNFPA will provide cash assistance to pregnant women in North Kordofan and in White Nile to help
cover out-of-pocket costs associated with childbirth and other essential maternal health services as
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people continue to flee conflict in North Kordofan and seek safety in the neighbouring state.
Meanwhile, UNFPA continues to support El Obeid Maternity Hospital, as well as health facilities in Um
Rawaba and Al Rahad in North Kordofan and Kosti Maternity Hospital in White Nile, through the
provision of operational support, including health workforce support, fuel, essential medicines, and
medical supplies, to ensure the continued delivery of life-saving sexual and reproductive health and
emergency obstetric and newborn care services.

Gender-based violence: UNFPA continues to expand access to GBV prevention and response services
for displaced women and girls across North Kordofan and White Nile States. In White Nile, two mobile
GBV teams deployed in Goz El Salam and Tendalti localities provide timely, safe, accessible,
confidential, and survivor-centred services to women and girls displaced within the State, including
new arrivals from different parts of the Kordofans. The teams provide GBV case management,
psychosocial support, referrals to specialized services, and community awareness sessions on available
protection and support services. UNFPA also supports five women and girls’ safe spaces across the two
states, two in White Nile and three in North Kordofan, providing safe and confidential spaces where
women and girls can access survivor-centred GBV case management, psychosocial support, individual
and group activities, and referrals to specialized services.

UNFPA has so far delivered 1,000 dignity kits* to El Obeid, North Kordofan, for immediate distribution
and is locally procuring an additional 4,300 dignity kits to ensure the timely and sustained availability
of essential dignity and hygiene supplies for women and girls affected by the ongoing crisis, and as an
entry point to essential services. To strengthen community-based protection, UNFPA supports three
community-based protection networks in North Kordofan. Members have been trained on core GBV
principles, safe identification and referral of survivors, and psychological first aid, strengthening
community-based prevention, early identification of protection risks, and referrals to integrated GBV
and SRH services.

UNFPA has allocated cash assistance for women and girls at heightened risk of GBV in White Nile and
North Kordofan States, enabling them to safely access health, protection, and other critical support
services while strengthening their safety, dignity, and well-being.

Furthermore, UNFPA is establishing a dedicated hotline to provide newly displaced populations with
timely information on available services, referral pathways, and available GBV and SRH assistance.

Scale-up

In the face of continuously growing humanitarian needs across Sudan and new emergency hotspots,
existing resources are becoming increasingly overstretched, placing the continuity and quality of
life-saving SRH and GBV services at risk across the country.

Immediate additional funding is required to enable UNFPA to scale up life-saving SRH and GBV
interventions in newly affected and high-risk areas while sustaining essential services for women and
girls and other vulnerable groups affected by the crisis.

4 Dignity kits contain a three-month supply of essential items to help women and girls maintain their hygiene, health, and
dignity. Each kit includes sanitary pads, soap, a torch, socks, a towel, a comb, shampoo, laundry powder, underwear, a
toothbrush, and toothpaste. Before distribution, women and girls participate in information sessions where they receive key
messages on GBV, protection from sexual exploitation and abuse, psychosocial support, and the locations of available services
and referral pathways.
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Scale-up of preparedness Funding required for % Funded
and response three months (USD)

Sexual and reproductive health | 860,000 0%
Gender-based violence 972,000 0%

Total 1,832,000 0%
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