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\ The Race to 2030: Accelerating Action to End Female Genital Mutilation )

The Gambia

FGM prevalence among girls and youth aged 15-19 reduced from 80 per cent in 2006 to 73 per cent in 2020.
FGM elimination progress would need to overcome stagnation to meet the 2030 target. Prevalence remains
highest in Basse (97 per cent), Mansakonko (80 per cent) and Brikama (78 per cent). Among girls aged 0-14,
FGM is predominantly performed by traditional practitioners (98 per cent).

Data sources: The Gambia 2010 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), 2018 MICS and 2019-20 Demographic and Health Survey.
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“The project has greatly influenced my role and life in this
community because it has helped me protect my daughter from

being harmed.”

" .
Meta Jawo ﬂ
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In Sotuma Samba, tradition was once measured the collective decision to abandon their annual
by an annual collective FGM ritual. For ritual of FGM entirely. The day was replaced by a
generations, Meta Jawo and her family accepted commitment to health and bodily integrity. Meta
this as an unquestionable part of their identity. has moved from being a silent participant to

becoming a leading voice.
The cycle finally met its match in May 2025.

Through community engagement sessions Today, Meta and other parents have publicly

organized by Beakanyang, supported by the affirmed their stance by signing a village charter

Joint Programme, Meta was confronted with the to end these harmful practices.

medical and psychological effects of FGM and the

life-altering dangers of child marriage. “The project has helped me protect my daughter,”
she declared. “I stand tall among the people and

Meta made the courageous decision to shield parents who confidently signed the village charter

her daughter, Salimatou Baldeh, from the blade. without any regret.”

Her choice acted as a catalyst: Her family made

Bridging policy and community justice

Following a successful defence of the national law against FGM in the National Assembly, efforts have shifted
to preparing an evidence-based case before the Supreme Court, with technical support provided for witness
coordination and legal strategy. The Female Lawyers Association Gambia, together with a coalition of civil
society organizations, have been formally admitted as defendants representing the public interest, alongside
international and State actors seeking amicus curiae status.

Complementing these legal efforts, high-level advocacy has been reinforced by grass-roots initiatives,
including community “mock court” dramas that translate legal consequences into accessible, locally relevant
terms - effectively bridging national policy and community-level justice. At the same time, targeted training for
police, male nurses and journalists has strengthened a coordinated, multisectoral movement to support and
sustain legal protections.



° Girls’ and young women’s agency

IF e Empowered girls developed a “Call to Action” endorsed by the Minister of Gender,
which was presented to the First Lady.

e Creative arts and peer-led camps built active youth solidarity networks and legal
literacy, engaging 4,000+ youth.

e Youth conducted intergenerational dialogues such as the “Musu Kachaa” circles,
which transformed grandmothers from traditional enforcers into fierce protectors of
bodily autonomy.

e Over 7,000 girls were active as agents of justice.

e 35,264 girls/young women initiated conversations and advocated to end FGM,
exceeding the annual target by two times.

N Family and community engagement
e e The programme conducted outreach to 48,000+ people.
e 282 religious leaders and National Assembly members were engaged.
e Fathers’ clubs were formed with 42 per cent of members pledging to marry “uncut” girls.
Livelihood-linked pledges (lahido) secured community commitments.
e The programme engaged 282 religious leaders and National Assembly members.
e 3,686 men and boys were also engaged in gender equality advocacy.
e Community surveillance mechanisms protected 4,150 girls (8-14) from FGM. This
achievement met the 2025 target (4,000) and surpassed the 2024 result by 272 per cent.
3o Movement-building
\.t\.: e 154 male nurses and 180 community champions were trained to address FGM

medicalization.
e 32 community-based organizations were integrated into feminist and youth coalitions,
a 60 per cent increase from 2024 results.

P Systems transformation
[\ e 760 trained committee members and advocates provided localized responses and
referrals for around 2,000 people.
e 200 police officers were trained on youth-friendly, rights-based responses.
e 15,281 girls and women received prevention services. This achievement met the 2025
target (2,500), increasing 23 times over the 2024 result.

-/ National bodies engagement
E e A national budgeted plan of action for FGM elimination is in place.
e A cross-border alliance was formed with Guinea-Bissau and Senegal for coordinated action.

Effective laws and policies
'E e 62 judicial and police actors were trained.
e Two FGM cases were successfully prosecuted.

e A cross-border baseline study produced prevalence and transnational dynamics data.

? Data and evidence
e The programme transitioned to internal, real-time tracking tools.

Data source: Joint Programme DHIS2 Platform.

Implementing partners: Beakang Organization, Catch Them Young, Child Protection Alliance, ChildFund The Gambia, Children’s National
Assembly, The Female Lawyers Association - Gambia, The Forum for African Women Educationalists Gambia Chapter, Gambia Committee on
Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children, Girls Pride, Girls Talk, Men for Equality, Ministry of Gender Children and Social
Welfare, Ministry of Health (Directorate of Health Promotion), NGBV, Nova Scotia Gambia Association, Paradise Foundation, Peace Ambassadors,
Safe Hands for Girls, Society for the Study of Women'’s Health, The Association of Non-Governmental Organizations in the Gambia, The Girls Agenda,
The Woman Boss, Think Young Women, Tostan, Wassu Kafo, Women'’s Initiative for Leadership and Liberty and Youth Parliament.



Progress in effective intervention coverage (2008-2030)

Performance summary

The Gambia has strong progress in community declarations, service points with at
least one trained health worker and integrating FGM content within medical curricula.
Moreover, religious leaders denouncing FGM is on track. However, active community
surveillance mechanisms and community dialogue, girls and women’s advocacy and
participation progress is off track. There is a declaration-to-action gap. Finally, mass
media reach also lags behind.

Summary of progress towards 2030 for 11 indicators

€3 7 off track

of 11 indicators

1 on track
of 11 indicators

3 met target
of 11 indicators

Refer to the tables below for more details.

Status C@ off track (= 50 per cent) ) C on track (51-80 per cent)) C met target (= 81 per cent))

Outcome indicators

Indicator :’a’:’:e’ff:e‘;‘::::; 92)030 Status
Community declarations 302%

Girls protected through community surveillance mechanisms 12% 8
Women and girls who initiated conversations/advocated on FGM 1% (%]
Girls and women who received prevention and protection services 5% @
Medical and paramedical schools with FGM integrated in curricula 120%

Output indicators

Indicator Progress towards 2030 Status
target (percentage)

Health service points with at least one trained health worker 1,810%
Mass media reach 43% @
People engaged in reflective dialogues 6% @
Girls and young women actively participating in social and @

. 6%
behavioural change programmes
Primary/secondary/non-formal institutions providing FGM content 24% @
Religious and community leaders publicly denouncing FGM 76%

Note: Effective interventions include training health workers, health education, community engagement, religious/traditional leaders,
social marketing and media, and formal girls’ education. The 2030 target indicators are detailed in section 4 of the 2025 Joint
Programme annual report. Over- and underperforming indicators, greater than 150 per cent and less than 30 per cent, respectively,
require a review of targets and coverage estimates.

Data source: UNFPA-UNICEF DHIS2 Platform



Recommended priority actions for Joint Programme staff in 2026

Close the declaration-to-action gap

Support stakeholders to conduct quick assessments of the lag in moving from
declarations to active community surveillance systems to protect girls at risk and
examine slow progress on reflective dialogues. Leverage service points with trained
health workers to engage communities in reflective dialogues within facilities and
outreach health services. Strengthen communities that declared FGM abandonment
to set up community surveillance mechanisms, especially in high-prevalence areas.
Leverage the cross-border alliance with Guinea-Bissau and Senegal to build joint
surveillance in high-prevalence districts (Basse 97 per cent, Mansakonko 80 per
cent).

Expand women's/girls’ engagement

Support stakeholders to build on the >7,000 girls already active as agents of justice
and expand the call to action framework to additional schools and communities.
Expand school FGM curricula and prevention services through a 20 per cent scale
up in integrating FGM content within existing social and behavioural change
programmes, school clubs, safe spaces and in and out-of-school programs.

Increase mass media reach and reflective dialogues

Support stakeholders to scale up work with community radio, drama and digital

High channels, especially in Basse and Mansakonko, to accelerate norms change in the
highest-burden areas. Engage mothers and grandmothers in safe spaces to break
cultural resistance and facilitate dialogues. Leverage the large number of religious
leaders who have denounced FGM to create reflective dialogues during Friday
sermons to clarify that FGM is not an Islamic requirement and provide immediate
moral rationales for abandonment.

Sustain the Supreme Court defence of the 2015 FGM ban

Support stakeholders to advance the defence with continued legal support and “mock
court” dramas. Support community-based organizations secure independent funding
through partners such as the Wallace Global Fund.

Monitoring and evaluation targets and data capture

Support stakeholders to review and, where applicable, revise annual targets for
community declarations, girls protected, religious leader denouncements and trained
health workers. Invest in centralizing FGM data from all stakeholders at national

and subnational levels to track coverage, social norms change and programme
effectiveness.

Scale up domestic financing

Support stakeholders to conduct fiscal and budget analysis, estimate intervention
m package costs, estimate and track domestic expenditure on FGM, and develop
economic narratives for government decision makers, international financial
institutions and the private sector. Explore the feasibility of innovative financing,
private sector match funding and crowdfunding for grass-roots initiatives.
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