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FGM prevalence among girls and youth aged 15-19 declined from 97 per cent in 1999 to 92 per cent in 2018.
However, progress would need to accelerate approximately 1800-fold to meet the 2030 target. Prevalence
remains highest in Kindia (98 per cent), Labé (98 per cent), Boké (97 per cent) and Faranah (96 per cent).
Among girls and youth aged 15-19, FGM is predominantly performed by traditional practitioners (71 per cent).

Data sources: Guinea 2012 Demographic Health Survey (DHS)-Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), 2016 MICS and 2018 DHS.
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“FGM s a problem that affects girls; therefore, girls must
be the ones to solve it. We will not give in until every girlis

safe.”
M'mah Camara

At 19, M’'mah Camara carries the resolve of the
doctor she dreams of becoming. A high school
student specializing in experimental sciences,
M’mah understands the pain and lifelong medical
complications of FGM.

For the past two years, M'mah has been a leading
voice in the Young Leaders Club, a grass-roots
initiative supported by the Joint Programme. She
uses “image boxes” - visual toolkits provided by

the Joint Programme to illustrate how FGM harms.

“In our club, unity is our strength,” M’'mah says.
By standing side-by-side with peers, survivors
and girls who have not undergone FGM, M’'mah
and her fellow advocates provide living proof

Guinea’s new Constitution bans FGM

that it is not a requirement for health, dignity or
womanhood.

M’mah’s advocacy often takes her into difficult
conversations with matriarchs. While mothers
are hard to convince and want to perpetuate the
custom, she finds that many fathers are quietly
against the practice.

“We are educating the dads so they can influence
their wives,” she explains.

The Young Leaders Club also acts as a front-line
protection shield for girls, recently denouncing
and preventing two forced child marriages through
the local gendarmerie.

Guinea has taken a significant step forward in protecting the rights of women and girls by enshrining a ban on
on FGM in Article 9 of its in its newly adopted Constitution. While FGM was already prohibited under existing
laws, its constitutional inclusion strengthens the legal framework and signals strong government commitment,
removes cultural or religious legal defenses, and firmly institutionalizes FGM prevention as a mandatory,
State-funded obligation across national development planning.

The Joint Programme played a key advocacy role, supporting sustained engagement with government
stakeholders and amplifying youth-led efforts, which contributed to this outcome. Encouragingly, there
is increased reporting through health and child protection systems. The country’s first conviction of a

practitioner reflects growing accountability and willingness to address the practice.
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° Girls’ and young women’s agency
IF e Grass-roots efforts driven by 965 women mentors and 300 trained “model families”,
with government support, enabled extensive free media coverage advocating for the
elimination of FGM.
e The Joint Programme mobilized 2,095 advocates, 10 per cent below the annual
target, a 35 per cent decrease from the 2024 result.

AN Family and community engagement
ey e 5,456 religious and traditional leaders were mobilized and 321 communities declared FGM
abandonment.
e The media reached 7.6 million people.
e Community surveillance protected 18,056 girls aged 0-14 from FGM. This achievement met
the 2025 target (8,542) and was a threefold increase from the 2024 result.
ol Movement-building
\.‘K e e 3,160 grass-roots/community-based organizations and action groups initiated actions
e to eliminate FGM.
e 2,921 community-based organizations were integrated into feminist and youth
coalitions, a 39 per cent increase from the 2024 result.
wos Systems transformation

) e 596,090 adolescents/youth have strengthened advocacy skills.
e 864 teachers, 700 new schools and 98,525 students benefited from comprehensive
sexuality education covering FGM content.
e 421,540 girls and women received prevention services. This achievement met the 2025
target (7,910), a 55 per cent increase from the 2024 result.

-/ National bodies engagement
E e The national budgeted plan of action for the elimination of FGM is current and under
implementation.

Effective laws and policies
'E e 44 judicial actors and police were trained on an FGM protocol.
e 12 FGM cases were successfully prosecuted.
e The September 2025 Constitution explicitly banned FGM, leading to the country’s
first prison sentences for perpetrators.

? Data and evidence
E e Joint supervision and documentation of good practices was conducted.

Data source: Joint Programme DHIS2 Platform.

Implementing partners: Accompagnement des Forces d’Actions Sociocommunautaires, Association des Amis de la Solidarité Sociale et du
Développement, Association Promotion entrepreneuriat jeunesse, Cercle des Volontaires pour le Développement Local, Club des Jeunes Filles
Leaders de Guinée, Direction Nationale Promotion Féminine et du Genre, Fédération Mounafagny de Kindia, Génération Qui Ose, Gouvernorat
de Boke, Gouvernorat de Conakry, Gouvernorat de Faranah, Gouvernorat de Kankan, Gouvernorat de Kindia, Gouvernorat de Labe, Gouvernorat
de Mamou, Gouvernorat de N'Zerekore, Le Club des Amis du Monde, Maison Mére de Mamou, Office de Protection du Genre de 'Enfance et des
Moeurs, ONG Agir pour la Paix et le Développement en Guinée, Secretariat General des Affaires Religieuses, Service Central de Protection des
Personnes Vulnérables, Structure Nikoten and Tostan Guinee.



Progress in effective intervention coverage (2008-2030)

Performance summary

Guinea showed a statistically significant decrease in FGM prevalence among girls aged 15-19.
Strong performance was evident on health service points with trained workers and medical
curricula integration; mass media and girls’ participation in social and behavioural change
were on track. Health sector investment did not quite translate into health prevention and
protection services received by girls and women. Religious leader engagement, community
declarations, girls’ advocacy, and prevention and protection services lag behind and require
rapid improvements.

Summary of progress towards 2030 for 11 indicators

€3 7 off track
of 11 indicators

2 on track
of 11 indicators

2 met target
of 11 indicators

Refer to the tables below for more details.

Status C@ off track (= 50 per cent) ) C on track (51-80 per cent)) C met target (= 81 per cent))

Outcome indicators

Indicator ::::;te?::::::::::ez)oas Status
Community declarations 15% 8
Girls protected through community surveillance mechanisms 58% @
Women and girls who initiated conversations/advocated on FGM <1% @
Girls and women who received prevention and protection services 13% @
Medical and paramedical schools with FGM integrated in curricula 149%

Output indicators

Indicator ::’:;ff;;;"e':::; e2)°3° Status
Religious/community leaders denouncing FGM 2% @
Mass media reach 75%

People engaged in reflective dialogues 26% 8
Girls a'nd young women actively participating in social and 51%

behavioural change programmes

Primary/secondary/non-formal institutions providing FGM content 10% @
Health service points with at least one trained health worker 796%

Note: Effective interventions include training health workers, health education, community engagement, religious/traditional leaders,
social marketing and media, and formal girls’ education. The 2030 target indicators are detailed in section 4 of the 2025 Joint
Programme annual report. Over- and underperforming indicators, greater than 150 per cent and less than 30 per cent, respectively,
require a review of targets and coverage estimates.

Data source: UNFPA-UNICEF DHIS2 Platform



Recommended priority actions for Joint Programme staff in 2026

Strengthen community engagement and access to protection and care

Support stakeholders to leverage trained health workers to increase access to

FGM prevention, protection and care services in primary care outreach and

dialogue with religious and traditional leaders, while engaging professional
associations to drive norms change. Expand to 12 strategic communes along

the trans-Guinean corridor, integrating FGM prevention into the Simandou

2040 project to reach high-growth populations. Conduct a rapid assessment to

determine why service uptake remains low despite trained capacity, and address

gaps in targeting, deployment or service delivery.

Engage girls/young women through out-of-school platforms

High Given low literacy rates, utilize existing communal platforms for storytelling,
survivors, etc. Support stakeholders to scale up mass media programming,
particularly in the high-burden regions of Kindia, Labé, Boké and Faranah.

Monitoring and evaluation targets and data capture

Support stakeholders to review and, where applicable, revise targets for
High community declarations, girls protected, religious leader denouncements
and trained health workers. Invest in efforts to centralize FGM data from all
stakeholders at the national and subnational levels to track coverage, social
norms change and programme effectiveness.

Scale up youth engagement

Support stakeholders to integrate FGM content within educational curricula with
. the Ministry of Education and departments of primary, secondary, higher, and
technical and vocational education in formal schools (all levels) and vocational
schools. Leverage digital platforms for discussions. Use artificial intelligence
tools to systematically and proactively inform and build social and digital
movements against resistance/pushback

Tracking domestic financing

Support stakeholders to conduct fiscal and budget analysis, estimate
intervention package costs, estimate and track domestic expenditure on FGM,
and develop economic narratives for government decision makers, international
financial institutions and the private sector. Expand the successful model of
integrating FGM prevention into the Simandou 2040 mining project’s corporate

social responsibility plans to additional private sector actors. Support the
revision of the National Strategic Plan (2026-2030), including a comprehensive,
budgeted action plan and monitoring and evaluation framework, to include FGM
elimination. A critical focus will be supporting the Ministry of Women’s Promotion
in the effective operationalization of its programme budget to ensure sustainable
domestic financing.
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