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Regional Highlights
● Iran, China, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and
Philippines have the most COVID-19 confirmed cases and
deaths. While new cases in Iran and China are slowing
down, India, Pakistan and Bangladesh are seeing rapid
rises in confirmed cases.
● Myanmar and Bangladesh remain vulnerable with fragile
health systems, refugees and displaced populations. The
first case has been confirmed in the overcrowded refugee
camps of Cox's Bazar in Bangladesh.
● Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan are compounded with
significant cross-border movements.

United Nations Population Fund

Situation in Numbers
377,620 Confirmed COVID-19 Cases
17,256 COVID-19 Deaths
Source: WHO 15 May, 2020

Key Population Groups

● Lao PDR, Nepal and Papua New Guinea face risks given
weak health systems, limited testing capacity and
cross-border movements.

8M Pregnant Women

● Pacific island countries are at risk due to weak health
systems, natural disasters and geographic isolation.

107M Women of Reproductive Age

● Countries with stronger health systems are also at risk of
collapsing without sufficient support.
● The 22 UNFPA Country Offices and the Pacific
Sub-Regional Office (PSRO) are ensuring the continuity of
lifesaving sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and
gender-based violence (GBV) services, the protection of
health workers and assessing the health and
socio-economic impacts of COVID-19.
● UNFPA Asia and the Pacific Regional Office (APRO) is
providing programmatic, technical and operational support
to country offices and the PSRO to offices in the Pacific.
APRO developed a technical guideline on Family Planning
to support offices.
● At regional, sub-regional and national levels, UNFPA and
partners are advocating to ensure GBV is considered an
essential COVID-19 response service and that recovery
strategies are gender responsive.
● Key challenges include limited funding, disruptions to
supply chains, ability to implement activities due to
movement restrictions, closure of SRH and GBV service
entry points, especially in rural and remote areas, and
ensuring services reach migrant populations.

114M Young People (age 10-24)

21M Older Persons (age 65+)

Funding Status for Region (US$)
Funds
Allocated
16.1 M
Total
Required
69.9 M

Funding
Gap
53.7 M

Regional Response Summary
Coordination
The UNFPA response in the region aligns with the 2030 Agenda, WHO global strategic preparedness and response
plan, UN-coordinated global humanitarian response plan, the UN framework for socio-economic response to
COVID-19, and UNFPA COVID-19 global response plan.
National level
●
Activities support government response plans and are conducted with partners through the UN country team,
humanitarian country team and/or disaster management team. Activities are coordinated through national and
sub-national coordination mechanisms, including through the cluster/sector system where convened.
●
UNFPA leads or co-leads the GBV and/or SRH sub-sectors/clusters or working groups as well as co-leads
selected pillars of the UN’s framework for the socio-economic response to COVID-19 in several countries.
Regional level
●
UNFPA co-leads the regional ad-hoc protection against sexual and exploitation abuse (PSEA) task team with
dedicated emphasis on COVID-19 response.
●
UNFPA is an active member of several regional interagency COVID-19 working groups, including co-leading the
Risk Communications and Community Engagement Working Group and participating in the COVID-19 Working
Group and Gender and Humanitarian Action Working Group.
●
UNFPA hosts the Regional Emergency GBV Advisor (REGA) team.
Pacific sub-regional level
●
The UNFPA PSRO is leading the mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) cell and co-leads the health
services delivery cell.

Continuity of SRH interventions, including protection of health workforce
UNFPA is supporting continuity of SRH interventions by:
●
Supporting national and local level planning, coordination and monitoring to ensure access to SRH
services. This includes advocacy, provision of technical and programmatic assistance as well as information
management support.1
●
Ensuring the continuity of and access to quality lifesaving SRH information and services for women,
adolescents and youth.2
●
Strengthening operational and logistics support to global supply chains, including provision of personal
protective equipment (PPE) to health workers and ensuring the supply of modern contraceptives and other
commodities.3
●
Investing in SRH capacity building, including training frontline health workers and government partners on
maternal and newborn health services, including infection prevention and control.4

Country examples:
●
●
●
●
●

1

Bhutan: LGBTIQ communities, entertainment workers and street hawkers among others have benefited from
integrated SRH and GBV information and services.
China: A total of 732,854 medical personnel, women of reproductive age, pregnant women and people living with
disabilities have benefited from medical equipment, accessories and sanitary materials provided by UNFPA.
DPRK: An additional 360,000 pregnant women will be receiving lifesaving SRH services and assisted with safe
delivery care until the end of 2020 enabled through the procurement of reproductive health supplies.
India: Availability of sanitary pads for women and girls has been ensured in 335 intervention villages in Madhya
Pradesh’s Chhatarpur district.
Indonesia: Online and offline SRH consultations have been provided to young people by the 46 private-sector
led health service providers through a collaboration between UNFPA and the Angsamerah Foundation.

All 22 UNFPA COs in Asia Pacific and the Pacific Sub-Regional Office
All 22 UNFPA COs in Asia Pacific and the Pacific Sub-Regional Office
3
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, DPRK, India, Indonesia, Iran, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pacific Sub-Regional Office, Pakistan,
Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste and Vietnam
4
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pacific Sub-Regional Office, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste
2

Regional Response Summary (Continued)
●

Lao PDR: Thousands of migrant workers have
returned since the start of the pandemic and are
completing quarantine, over 3,000 of them have
received essential sanitary kits, in cooperation with
the Lao Women's Union.
Maldives: Contraceptives are being provided to the
Ministry of Health to bridge a stock-out at the central
warehouse and ensure continued access to
contraceptives.
Papua New Guinea: 1,000 people will benefit from
tents being provided to increase the capacities of the
Provincial Health Authorities to respond to SRH and
GBV needs. Tents were prepositioned through the
Regional Prepositioning Initiative supported by DFAT.
Philippines: A big data innovation project, that uses
social media to improve the capacity to plan and
evaluate the impact of COVID-19 on institutions that
implement programmes to eliminate unintended
teenage
pregnancies and preventable maternal
deaths, is being implemented.

●

●

●

●

Thailand: Targeted interventions to prevent unplanned pregnancies among adolescents and to promote safe sex
and increased access to condoms during the pandemic.
Pacific sub-region:5 Development of an online app is reaching, supporting and linking pregnant women.

●

.

Addressing Gender-Based Violence
UNFPA Country Offices are addressing GBV):
●
Supporting national strategies and response plans to ensure prevention and response to GBV services are
strengthened and supported through technical and programmatic assistance.6
●
Investing in capacity building of GBV responders, including health practitioners, to provide timely, quality
and confidential services to GBV survivors.7 The range of topics include adapting to remote service delivery
modality for case management, psychosocial support, updating referral mechanisms and safe and ethical data
gathering.
●
Ensuring the continuity and accessibility of lifesaving GBV services for women and adolescent girls. This
includes medical support, psychosocial counseling, hotlines, shelters, one stop crisis centres, case management,
dignity kit distribution and referrals.8
●
Leading or co-leading inter-agency coordination mechanism for GBV prevention and response in
emergencies.9
Country examples:
●
Afghanistan: All 26 UNFPA supported Family Protection Centers in 22 provinces are providing survivors of GBV
with critical and lifesaving medical, psychosocial and referral services.

5

Fiji, Kiribati, Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pacific Sub-Regional
Office, Pakistan, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor Leste
7
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Fiji, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pacific Sub-Regional Office, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Timor Leste and Thailand
8
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Lao PDR, Maldives, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pacific
Sub-Regional Office, Pakistan, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor Leste
9
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Bangladesh (national GBV cluster and Cox’s Bazar GBV sub-sector); India (UN sub group on GBV), Indonesia, Iran, Lao
PDR, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Thailand and the Pacific region.
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Regional Response Summary (Continued)
Country examples continued
●

Bangladesh: In Cox’s Bazar, all 23 of UNFPA's Women Friendly Spaces remained operational providing lifesaving
GBV services including case management, COVID-19 information and referral services to women in need.
Cambodia: Procurement of 2,000 dignity kits adapted to meet the specific needs of pregnant women returning from
Thailand as well as survivors of GBV in Cambodia.
India: 42,792 people have been trained on mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS), gender equality and
prevention and response to GBV in Odisha, Rajasthan, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Mongolia: Two new One-Stop-Service Centers are expanding access to GBV services in Ulaanbaatar, with the
development of tele-psychosocial counseling services supporting those in remote areas.
Nepal: Guidelines developed for One-Stop Crisis Management Centres, Helplines, Safe Houses, Women's
Shelters, and Quarantine Centers on COVID-19 Responsive GBV services.
Sri Lanka: Shelters for survivors of violence are scaling up with counseling services and ensuring they remain
open for people in need.
Timor Leste: Developing rapid training materials to enable medical staff at quarantine centres to respond to GBV.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pacific sub-region: Information on GBV service access
and hotlines, including MHPSS, has been distributed to
the community through an emergency card developed
with WHO and UNICEF.
Regional: UNFPA APRO continues to provide technical
guidance to country offices to enhance the quality of
programme interventions. In addition, the GBV Area of
Responsibility REGA team, hosted by UNFPA APRO,
completed its support for a four-part, inter-agency
capacity building series for development workers shifting
to respond to GBV in the context of COVID-19. The final
session focused on building skills and collaborative
problem solving to enhance coordination and provision
of GBV services for migrant worker populations.

●

Impact assessment on the health and socioeconomic impact of COVID-19
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam are currently engaged in, or have completed,
inter-agency assessments of the socio-economic impact of COVID-19. In some countries, UNFPA is developing more
thematic-specific assessments:
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

UNFPA, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN Working Group on Young People have jointly
designed a series of impact surveys focusing on vulnerable children and youth, including those who are from
ethnic groups or stateless, teen mothers, persons with disabilities and youth in deep south provinces (Thailand)
Assessment of SRH and GBV implications and facility readiness (Cambodia, Bangladesh, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam)
Assessment of increased maternal death and assessment of the readiness of SRH services provision, including
maternity services (Mongolia, Bangladesh and Vietnam)
Assessment of secondary impacts on women of reproductive age and older persons (Iran, Malaysia and
Thailand)
Assessment of impact of on youth (Indonesia, Lao PDR, Philippines and Pacific Sub-Regional Office)
Vulnerability population mapping and analysis with UN agencies (Lao PDR and Mongolia)
Multi-sectoral anticipatory impact and needs analysis (Bangladesh)
APRO supported modelling prospective potential impacts of COVID-19 on maternal health and family planning
indicators in Cambodia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Philippines, DPRK, Maldives and Papua New Guinea.

Regional Response Summary (Continued)
Risk communication and community engagement
UNFPA country offices are undertaking SRH and GBV risk communications and community engagement
activities adapted to the local context and language. This includes sharing key messages and health education
materials, and GBV and mental health and psychosocial support information for women of reproductive age, pregnant
women, youth, elderly, people with disabilities, LGBTQI communities, female health workers and internally displaced
populations; and supporting toll-free hotlines for provision of accurate information.10
Country examples:
●
Afghanistan: The Youth Health Line continues providing SRH information and counseling to adolescents and
youth through a toll-free number. Between 26 Feb - 11 May, a total of 11,800 people benefitted from the service.
●
Bangladesh: 413 COVID-19 risk communication sessions with adolescent and young boys and girls were held
across 10 camps and 2 host communities in Cox’s Bazar reaching 971 and 142 boys and girls and their caregivers.
●
Indonesia: Pregnant and breastfeeding women residing in temporary shelters were provided with health messages
tailored to their unique needs.
●
Iran: Risk communication and awareness raising on hygiene and health practices targeting pregnant women as
well as older persons living in State Welfare Organisation centres.
●
Lao PDR: A mobile application developed in partnership with the Ministry of Health provides adolescents and
young people with information regarding feelings, relationships, mental health, gender, health issues, menstruation,
pregnancy, sexuality, STIs, contraception and life skills.
●
Malaysia: UNFPA supports inter-agency actors in providing tailored advocacy and awareness messages for youth
engagement on GBV risk mitigation, managing stress and SRH.
●
Myanmar: To ensure that no one is left behind, UNFPA is developing key SRH and GBV messages in multiple local
languages, braille and sign language.
●
Nepal: Flyers, infographics and radio jingles developed for women and girls at risk of GBV, people in need of
psychosocial counselling and for elderly as well as people with disabilities.
●
Pakistan: A Neighbourhood Watch Programme has been launched engaging 600 young people to raise awareness
among 150,000 people on COVID-19 in socio-economically disadvantaged communities in Karachi.
●

●

●
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Philippines:
Conducting
community-based awareness
activities on GBV prevention
and response sensitive to
social distancing measures.
Vietnam:
Establishing
partnerships with supermarkets
and pharmacies for raising
GBV awareness and for
sharing
information
on
helplines and other available
support services for women
exposed to domestic violence.
Pacific sub-region: Launching
of a youth survey to reach
diverse sub-populations of
young people (ages 15-24) in
the Pacific. The survey aims to
understand the influence of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the
lives of young people and to
recognise
their
role
in
containing the pandemic.

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Fiji, India, Iran, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan,
Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste and Thailand

Media & Communications
UNFPA raises awareness, shares guidance and showcases achievements through media outreach.
Asia Pacific Regional Office:
●
A tribute to midwives: On the International Day of the Midwife, experts on midwifery and maternal health joined
for a very special UNFPA event (link)
●
Opinion: Without gender data, we leave critical COVID-19 clues on the table (link)
●
COVID-19 is highlighting global neglect of pregnant women and midwives (link)
●
Locked down and pregnant: Clinics are no longer the safe places they used to be, so what can be done? (link)
Afghanistan:
●
UNFPA donated PPE to Malali National Maternity Hospital (link)
Cambodia:
●
Protecting Mothers and Babies from COVID-19 in Cambodia (link)
China
●
●
●
●

Photo essay: Celebrating the heroic midwives in China’s fight against COVID-19 (link)
Midwives play vital role in providing health services amid COVID-19 pandemic (link)
In Pictures: Nurses and midwives play vital role in providing health services amid COVID-19 (link)
Joint op-ed: Global response must also protect rights of women and girls (link)

India:
●
UNFPA India Representative: Need to reboot health care system to focus on non-COVID-19 patients (link)
●
UNFPA India Assistant Representative in an interview with NDTV on support for senior citizens (link)
●
President of the Indian Nursing Council refers to UNFPA’s trainings to build capacity on needs of pregnant and
lactating women and survivors of GBV (link)
●
Webinar organised to train counsellors on GBV (link)
●
Hindi animation video on guidelines for returnees (link), stay home, stay safe (link) and psychosocial support for
health care workers (link)
●
New UNFPA projections predict calamitous impact on women’s health as COVID-19 pandemic continues (The
Quint; The Hindu; Business Insider; India Today; Vice News; WION; Scroll)
●
Whistling Woods, Laadli and UNFPA join hands to make an animated video on family chore sharing (link)
Indonesia:
●
Protecting pregnant mothers’ lives amid COVID-19 pandemic (link)
●
UNFPA in the news:
○
Coronavirus increases GBV (link)
○
Jumisih races between threats of labor and Corona layoffs (link)
○
Foreign Minister: Discrimination against women during COVID-19 must be prevented (link)
○
Women has a big role in the fight against COVID-19 (link, link)
○
Covid-19 lockdown could lead to 7 million unwanted pregnancies (link)
○
UN: Pandemic affects reproductive health and violence against women (link)
○
Corona Pandemic could lead to scarcity of condoms, this is the cause (link)
○
Covid-19 pandemic could lead to baby boom (link)
●
Messages targeting pregnant women: risks (link), prevention (link), transmission (link), breastfeeding (link, link)
and care services (link)
●
#YouthAgainstCOVID19 Campaign (link, link)
●
Midwife Suci, International Day of the Midwife 2020 (link)
Iran:
●

Videos celebrating the lifesaving work of midwives and honouring those who have died in the line of duty: Happy
midwives' day (link), Halakoo's story (link), Lotfipour's story (link), Rostami's story (link), Saberian's story (link),
Naghdi's story (link) and Those who lost their lives (link)

Media & Communications (Continued)
Lao PDR:
●
National leadership and harmonised joint efforts for psychosocial support (link, link)
●
Midwives save lives: an ambitious skills building project to improve maternal health care in Laos (link)
●
UNFPA, Korean foundation agree on northern maternal healthcare boost (link)
●
PPEs for protecting front line workers against COVID-19 (link, link)
●
How is COVID-19 impacting midwifery in Lao PDR? We find out (link)
●
UNFPA supports Laos’ response to Covid-19 (link)
●
For the love of safe births (link)
●
UNFPA, partners launch hotlines for psychosocial support (link)
●
Giving Lao’s girls a better future (link)
Mongolia:
●
Op-ed: Global response to COVID-19 must address rights and needs of women and girls (link)
●
UNFPA supports national efforts against COVID -19 (link)
●
UNFPA hands over hygiene packages (link)
●
UNFPA delivered dignity kits to pregnant women and health care workers (link TV news 14:18-15:55)
●
#LoveDoesn’tHurt campaign against GBV (link)
●
UNFPA holds webinars for political leaders on gender issues during COVID-19 (link)
●
World Health Day: global campaign asset (link)
Myanmar:
●
UNFPA supports Myanmar midwives in continuing maternal health services and in combating COVID-19 (link)
●
Myanmar scales up its support to Myanmar’s State and Regional Health Departments in fighting COVID-19 (link)
●
Joint statement: Protecting the rights and opportunities of women and girls (link)
●
UN collective support to communities In Rakhine to fight COVID-19 (link)
●
Social media:
○
The protection of health workers must be prioritised as critical and lifesaving (link)
○
Pregnant women with respiratory illnesses must be treated with utmost priority (link)
○
Even now during the outbreak, men can be caring, responsible, and non-violent partners (link)
○
The #COVID19 pandemic will compound existing gender inequalities and increase risks of GBV (link)
○
UN supports to Yangon Region Health Department (link)
○
UNFPA’s safe hands challenge: video (link) and photo (link)
○
Midwives social media cards (link)
○
Stay at home: parenting tips (link)
○
Men’s equal engagement in caregiving and household chores (link)
○
Crowdsourcing to collect adolescents and youth voices for COVID-19 (link)
○
UNFPA Myanmar honors midwives working at frontlines to ensure safe pregnancy and childbirth (link)
○
Social media card: when pandemics rage, the specific risks for women and girls (link)
Nepal:
●
Engaging Bollywood actor in WHO’s global #safehands challenge (link)
●
UNFPA projections on COVID-19’s impact on Three Zeros (link)
●
PPE kits handover to the Government of Nepal (link)
●
Distribution of dignity kits to women in quarantine (link)
●
Joint op-ed of UNFPA Executive Director and OCHA chief (link)
●
Establishment of hotline service to provide psychosocial counselling (link)
●
Production of radio materials (link, link)
Pakistan:
●
Connecting women with safety in Pakistan at a time of COVID-19 – and beyond (link)
●
UNFPA continues to support trainings for healthcare workers responding to COVID-19 (link)
●
Midwifery story: “It’s my duty to serve, it’s the reason I became a midwife” (link)
●
Partnership with UNICEF and UNDP on youth survey to see how COVID-19 is impacting young people (link)

Media & Communications (Continued)
Philippines:
●
Mother, midwife and super typhoon survivor joins the COVID-19 fight for pregnant women (link)
●
Advocacy/BCC video against domestic violence amid COVID-19 (link)
●
Advocacy/BCC animated video for ensuring safe pregnancy and childbirth amid COVID-19 (link)
Sri Lanka:
●
Social media cards on pregnancy during COVID-19 (link)
●
Social media video on not leaving the vulnerable behind (link)
●
UNFPA handed over 10,000 contraceptive items to the Family Health Bureau (link)
●
Human interest story: Childbirth doesn't stop for pandemics, neither do midwives.(link)
●
Social media cards on International Day of the Midwife (link)
●
Human interest story: COVID-19 worries cast a shadow over Mother’s Day (link)
Thailand:
●
World Health Day (link)
●
#YouthAgainstCovid19 campaign information for dissemination in Thai (link)
●
Millions more cases of violence, child marriage, female genital mutilation, unintended pregnancy expected due to
the COVID-19 pandemic reported in Thai media (link, link, link)
●
UNFPA ED’s message on the International Day of Midwife (link min 0.39, link)
Vietnam:
●
UNFPA supports Vietnam's response to COVID-19 (link, link)
●
UNFPA assists Vietnam in COVID-19 prevention and control (link, link, link, link, link, link, link)
●
Shelter opened for supporting female survivors of violence in Quang Ninh (link, link, link, link)
●
Addressing GBV amid the COVID-19 pandemic (link)
●
TV Talk-show: Protecting the most vulnerable, including pregnant women, new mothers and their babies from
COVID-19 is crucial (link)
●
TV Talk-show: What can be done to address GBV in Vietnam amid COVID-19 (link)
Pacific Sub-Regional Office
●
Choice over chance (link)
●
Fijian midwives saves lives during emergency (link)
●
UNFPA Pacific Vanuatu office distributing dignity kits (link)
●
Distribution of dignity kits to outer island in Vanuatu (link)

Confirmed Cases and Deaths (UNFPA programme countries) WHO, 15 May 2020
Country

Confirmed Cases

Deaths

Afghanistan

5,339

136

Bangladesh

18,863

283

Bhutan

15

0

Cambodia

122

0

84,469

4,644

0

0

India

78,003

2,549

Indonesia

16,006

1,043

Iran

114,533

6,854

19

0

Malaysia

6,819

112

Maldives

968

4

Mongolia

98

0

Myanmar

181

6

Nepal

249

0

Fiji

18

0

35,788

770

8

0

11,876

790

Sri Lanka

916

9

Thailand

3,018

56

Timor-Leste

24

0

Vietnam

288

0

377,620

17,256

China
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Lao People's Democratic Republic

Pakistan
Papua New Guinea
Philippines

Total Asia and the Pacific Region

