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The year 1998 was a crucial one in UNFPA’s efforts to
advance the agenda agreed to by the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD),

held in Cairo. In all of the 155 countries where the Fund was
active in the past year, our support to developing countries
reflected the goals and priorities laid out in the ICPD
Programme of Action. These include integration of popula-
tion and development strategies, universal access to
comprehensive reproductive health services, information and
services for young people and promotion of gender equity
and women’s empowerment.

A central activity in 1998 was a global review of progress
achieved so far in implementing the ICPD agreement, with 
a view to identifying successful approaches, ongoing con-
straints and key future actions. UNFPA and the United
Nations Population Division jointly organized a series of
“ICPD+5” round tables and technical meetings involving 
governments, non-governmental organizations, various
United Nations organizations and members of civil society,
and participated in regional consultations.

In addition, the Fund undertook a Field Inquiry to obtain
country-level feedback on the progress made and problems
encountered during the course of ICPD implementation efforts.
All of these review activities were intended to provide inputs to
a UNFPA-organized international forum in The Hague in
February 1999 and to the United Nations General Assembly’s
Special Session on ICPD, held from 30 June to 2 July 1999.

The inquiry found that actions taken since Cairo are pro-
ducing positive results. With UNFPA assistance, many
countries have taken steps to integrate population concerns
into their development strategies. Many are focusing on qual-
ity reproductive health care, as envisioned in Cairo, including
improved access to family planning, prenatal and postnatal
care, screening and treatment of sexually transmitted dis-
eases (STDs) and appropriate care during childbirth.

In the area of adolescent reproductive health, the Field
Inquiry found that countries around the world are formu-
lating programmes and policies to meet the needs of young
people. Many countries are reporting high teenage pregnancy

rates. For the young mothers, this often means increased
health risks and curtailed educational and job opportunities.
This year’s Annual Report spotlights a number of innovative
initiatives that are addressing this problem.

There has also been marked progress regarding the status 
of women. Several countries have created laws and policies
that target harmful traditional practices like female genital
mutilation as well as gender-based violence. Many are also
passing or strengthening laws to protect women’s rights in
the areas of marriage and divorce, property, inheritance, and
political and economic participation. This report details
many UNFPA-assisted projects aimed at empowering
women. UNFPA Goodwill Ambassadors continued to help
raise awareness of issues affecting women’s status and 
well-being.

In addition, many civil society groups are contributing 
to the formulation and implementation of policies, pro-
grammes and projects on their own or in partnership with
governments and the private sector, as called for by ICPD.

However, the ICPD+5 review also showed that for some
countries and regions, progress has been limited, and in
some cases setbacks have occurred. Women and girls con-
tinue to face harmful discrimination. The HIV/AIDS
pandemic is more severe than was anticipated in 1994, par-
ticularly in sub-Saharan Africa. Far too many women in poor
countries die or become ill as a result of pregnancy and child-
birth. Young people remain especially vulnerable to
unwanted sex and pregnancy, STDs and sexual exploitation.
And millions of couples and individuals still lack access to
reproductive health information and services, including qual-
ity, voluntary family planning.

At Cairo, governments agreed to provide a wide range of
reproductive health services, including but not limited 
to family planning, through the primary health care system. 
The challenge for most countries is how to expand or merge
services, given resource constraints and in the context of
ongoing health-sector reform. A shortage of resources adds to
the difficulties involved. UNFPA is continuing to work with
governments, NGOs and other development organizations to
help countries overcome such obstacles.

Also in 1998, the Fund stepped up its collaboration with
other partners to provide reproductive health services to peo-
ple displaced by armed conflicts or natural disasters. UNFPA
also collaborated in efforts to combat the spread of
HIV/AIDS, supporting awareness and prevention activities
among young people, promotion of condom use, efforts to
reduce mother-to-child transmission, and research into the
effect of hormonal contraceptives on the progression of the
disease. And as a partner in the Safe Motherhood Inter-
agency Group, which proclaimed 1998 as the “Year of Safe
Motherhood”, UNFPA helped develop an action agenda of
measures needed to reduce the world’s unacceptably high 
levels of maternal mortality and morbidity.

I am confident that the lessons learned from these efforts
and from the ICPD+5 exercise will provide invaluable input
as the Fund continues to help governments develop pro-
grammes to meet current and future needs in the areas of
population and reproductive health, to achieve the goals of
the 1994 Cairo Conference.

Dr. Nafis Sadik
Executive Director
United Nations Population Fund
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Pledges and contributions

R egular income in 1998 totalled $277.0 million**, a
decrease of 5.3 per cent compared to the 1997 income of
$292.5 million.

Pledges to UNFPA's general resources in 1998 totalled $269.2
million, $18.1 million less than in 1997, a decrease of 6.3 per
cent.  At year's end, cumulative pledges through 1998 totalled
about $4.5 billion from a cumulative total of 172 donors.  The
number of donors in 1998 totalled 93. 

An additional $32.3 million was provided through multi-
bilateral co-financing arrangements.

Total income in 1998 (provisional) was $309.3 million, com-
pared to $322.7 in 1997.

Expenditures

Total (provisional) programmable resources for 1998 were
$305.1 million, compared to $306.8 million  in 1997. 

Project expenditures in 1998 totalled $216.6 million, as com-
pared to $214.4 million in 1997. The 1998 figure includes $174.7
million for country programmes, compared to $175.0 million in
1997; and $41.9 million for intercountry (regional and inter-
regional) programmes, compared to $39.4 million for 1997.  

Technical support services under the successor support cost
arrangements approved by the Governing Council in decision
91/37 were $22.3 million.  Administrative and operational ser-
vices (AOS) costs amounted to $9.1 million.

The resource utilization rate (expenditures divided by pro-
grammable resources, as approved by the Governing Council in
decision 89/46 B) was provisionally 102 per cent in 1998 com-
pared to 95 per cent in 1997.

For expenditures in 1998 by executing agency, by geogra-
phical area and by country category, see data on pages 7 and 8.

Country categories

Executive Board decision 96/15 endorsed the procedure for
allocating resources according to categorization of countries
into groups and approved the relative shares of resources to
groups as follows:  Group A, 67-69 per cent; Group B, 22-24
per cent; Group C, 5-7 per cent; countries with economies in
transition, on a temporary basis, 3-4 per cent; and other
countries and territories, 0.5 per cent. 

The breakdown of resources expended for country pro-
grammes and projects in 1998, by group, is as follows:  Group
A, 62.5 per cent; Group B, 27.4 per cent; Group C, 3.2 per cent;
countries with economies in transition, 4.8 per cent; and other
countries and territories, 2.1 per cent.

Total expenditures in 1998 to Group A countries amounted to
$109.3 million, compared to $106.0 million in expenditures in
1997.

Intercountry activities

Expenditures for intercountry activities (regional and interre-
gional) totalled $41.9 million in 1998, compared to $39.4
million in 1997. By category of activity, these expenditures were:

UNFPA ASSISTANCE BY MAJOR FUNCTION*

39.4 43.8

131.2

214.4

35.2

52.1

129.3

216.6

61.2%

18.4%

20.4% 59,7%

16.3%

24.1%

In millions of US dollars

* Figures and percentages may not add up to totals due to rounding.

** This figure dœs not include $3.6 million in cost-sharing.
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UNFPA ASSISTANCE BY GEOGRAPHICAL REGION*

32.1 35

99.2

19.9

26.1 27.4

62.4

24

74.6

26.824.7

69.9

24.4

70.8

216.6214.4

62.5

216.6
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55.2
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48.5%

15%

10.7%

25.8%
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16.2%

9.2%

28.8%

34.8%

29.1%

12.2%

12.8%

11.2%

32.7%

12.4%

11.4%

32.3%11.3%

** Includes assistance to procurement for government projects as follows: $42.8 million in 1997 and $69 million in 1998.

In millions of US dollars

* Figures and percentages may not add up to totals due to rounding.

* Figures and percentages may not add up to totals due to rounding.

In millions of US dollars



8

Intercountry

Country

19971997

19981998

Country

Intercountry

Country

Intercountry

175
81.6%

39.4
18.4%

41.9
19.3%

174.7  
80.7%

49.2
28.1 %

Group A

Group B

19971997

Group C

Economies 
in transition

Other countries

106
60.5 %

7.3
4.1 %

8.7
5 %

3.9
2.2 %

5.5
3.2 %

8.8
5 %

3.3
1.9 %

47.8
27.4 %

Group A

Group B

19981998

Group C

Economies 
in transition

Other countries

109.3
62.5 %

Expenditures (in millions of US dollars)

Expenditures (in millions of US dollars)Expenditures (in millions of US dollars)

UNFPA  I N 1998  
P R O G R A M M E A N D F I N A N C I A L H I G H L I G H T S

Expenditures (in millions of US dollars)

UNFPA ASSISTANCE BY COUNTRY/
INTERCOUNTRY CATEGORY

COUNTRY ACTIVITIES BY GROUP

regional, $15.1 million in 1998, compared to $13.3 million in
1997; interregional, $26.8 million in 1998, compared to $26.1
million in 1997.

Intercountry programmes accounted for 19.3 per cent 
of 1998 total project expenditures, compared to 18.4 per cent
in 1997.

Country Population Assessments

In 1998, Country Population Assessments (CPAs) were com-
pleted in four countries —  Benin, Burundi, Madagascar and
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Personnel

As of 1 January 1998, the total number of authorized budget
posts numbered 972,  comprising 350 Professional (including
156 national programme officers) and 622 General Service staff.
These include 103 Professional and 135 General Service posts at
headquarters, 2 Professional and 2 General Service posts in
Geneva and 245 Professional and 485 local General Service
posts in the field.

The percentage of women on UNFPA's Professional staff at
headquarters and in the field was  47 per cent in 1998, one of
the highest percentages among United Nations agencies and
organizations.  Moreover, 7 of the 11 members of the Fund's
Executive Committee are women.  
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Nineteen ninety-eight was one of UNFPA's most productive
years ever.  Carrying out activities in some 155 countries, the
Fund achieved the highest implementation rate in its history.
Such success is indicative of the quality of UNFPA-assisted
reproductive health and population programmes and of the
Fund's efficiency in implementing them.  It not only reflects the
high level of need for such programmes, but also suggests that
the Fund could effectively utilize more financial resources if
they were available.

The year was also one of review and assessment.  Particularly
useful was the five-year review of the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD). Informally known as the
"ICPD+5" process, the review provided UNFPA with an oppor-
tunity to assess what had been learned to date during the course
of ICPD implementation efforts and to consider how those
lessons could be applied to future programmes.

As part of the ICPD+5 process, the Fund organized three
round tables on major themes connected with implementing
the Programme of Action: adolescent reproductive health (New
York, 14-17 April); reproductive health and rights, including
gender concerns (Kampala, Uganda, 22-25 June); and partner-
ships with civil society (Dhaka, Bangladesh, 27-30 July).  The
Fund also sponsored a series of technical meetings and sym-
posia on international migration (The Hague, the Netherlands,
27 June - 1 July); ageing (Brussels, Belgium, 6-9 October); pop-
ulation change and economic development (Bellagio, Italy, 2-6
November); reproductive health in emergency situations
(Rennes, France, 3-5 November); and the use of new informa-
tion technologies (Ankara, Turkey, 1-4 December).

The ICPD+5 process also prompted UNFPA to conduct a
global Field Inquiry.  This survey,  sent to developing countries
and countries with economies in transition, collected informa-

tion in four areas: population and development policies and
programmes; gender equality, equity and the empowerment of
women; reproductive rights and reproductive health; and gov-
ernment partnerships and collaboration with civil society. Out
of 139 countries receiving the inquiry, 114 responded, for an
overall response rate of 82 per cent.

A smaller inquiry was conducted among developed 
countries.  It focused on the countries' experiences in imple-
menting the Programme of Action; their views on progress
achieved and constraints encountered by developing countries;
and issues related to resource mobilization.  There were 18
responses out of 21, for a response rate of 86 per cent.

The responses were coded and entered into a database for
analysis, and the results were compiled and published.  The
resulting database allows for a comparison of changes in poli-
cies and programmes since ICPD and can be used as a
barometer to measure progress made in implementing the
Programme of Action.  Its focus on lessons learned and con-
straints encountered provides valuable guidance for the further
implementation of the Programme of Action, as well as useful
insights for UNFPA programmes.

During the year the Fund also published a series of technical
reports and programme advisory notes.  Particularly relevant to
the assessment of the implementation of the Programme of
Action were: a technical and policy paper on "Issues in
Measuring and Monitoring Maternal Mortality"; technical
reports on "The Sexual and Reproductive Health of Adolescents"
and "Operationalizing Advocacy in Support of Population and
Development Programmes at Country Level"; programme advi-
sory notes on "Reducing Maternal Mortality and Morbidity" and
"Reproductive Health Effects of Gender-Based Violence"; and a
publication on "Indicators for Population and Reproductive
Health Programmes".

P R O G R A M M E P R I O R I T I E S

Women and their young children waiting outside a clinic in Jordan. UNFPA is helping countries to integrate reproductive health components into primary health care services.
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UNFPA also undertook thematic evaluations of UNFPA-sup-
ported safe motherhood strategies and HIV/AIDS-prevention
interventions.  In addition, the Fund carried out a study to
assess progress in implementing the integrated reproductive
health approach set out in the ICPD Programme of Action. 

In 1998, the Fund began to systematically collect and analyse
its best, most successful practices as well as lessons that have
been learned.  To do so, it relied on input from UNFPA Country
Support Teams (CSTs). The teams, which visited countries with
UNFPA-supported programmes around the world, provided
information that is expected to have considerable impact on the
Fund's future work.

All of these review, evaluation and technical activities were
designed to strengthen UNFPA's work in its three core pro-
gramme areas: reproductive health, including family planning
and sexual health; population and development strategies; and
advocacy in such cross-cutting areas as the promotion of gen-
der equity and equality and the empowerment of women.

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, INCLUDING 
FAMILY PLANNING AND SEXUAL HEALTH

More than half the countries responding to the UNFPA Field
Inquiry reported having taken significant measures to improve
the quality of reproductive health services since ICPD in 1994.
More service providers are being trained; health infrastructure
and facilities are being improved; monitoring and evaluation
efforts are being strengthened; and referral to reproductive
health services is being enhanced. There has also been greater
recognition of reproductive rights, with several countries having
formulated policies and laws to combat female genital mutila-
tion (FGM) and sexual and gender-related violence.

However, the inquiry also showed the need to augment exis-
ting reproductive health programmes with new components
and to integrate reproductive health services into primary
health care systems.  Greater effort is also needed to promote
the decentralization of health care systems.  Major challenges
include improving financial resources, strengthening human
resources and addressing sociocultural issues that may impede
service delivery and/or the achievement of reproductive health. 

The "Expert Round-table Meeting on Ensuring Reproductive
Rights, and Implementing Sexual and Reproductive Health
Programmes, Including Women's Empowerment, Male
Involvement and Human Rights" provided insights applicable
to the Fund's programmes.  The round table, organized in
Kampala by UNFPA in collaboration with the United Nations
Population Division, was attended by some 50 experts and
observers from around the world. Attendees included represen-
tatives from governments as well as non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), from both developing and developed
countries. Also participating were experts on reproductive
rights and health from academic and research institutions and
United Nations agencies.

The meeting sought to identify post-ICPD strategies aimed
at ensuring reproductive rights and making sexual and repro-
ductive health programmes operational. Additionally, it
attempted to identify successes and constraints in the policy,
legal, administrative, managerial, strategic and financial
aspects of such programmes. Finally, it tried to reach a con-
sensus on actions needed to accelerate progress towards the
achievement of ICPD goals.

The round table focused on actual case studies.  For example,
the experiences of Zambia provided insights into the process of
developing a sexual and reproductive health policy.  Bangladesh
was the focus of the discussion on broadening the constellation
of services within existing systems. The experiences of PROFA-

MILIA, a Colombian non-governmental organization, shed light
on the participation of NGOs in providing services. And
Uganda's Reproductive, Education and Community Health
Programme (REACH), which has helped discourage the prac-
tice of FGM, illustrated the importance of creating the
necessary conditions for implementing sexual and reproductive
health and rights.

The Kampala round table reinforced many of the Field Inquiry's
findings.  For example, while various elements of reproductive
health care are available in many countries, these elements are not
always well connected.  Most programmes still have vertical ad-
ministrative structures and compartmentalized budgets and staff,
all of which inhibit coordination among institutions and limit pro-
gramme effectiveness.  There is a need to strengthen collaboration
among national ministries and institutions and to decentralize
health care systems to ensure that care actually reaches the local
level through coordinated networks of services.

The Field Inquiry, round table and other follow-up activities all
showed that meeting the goals of ICPD in the area of reproduc-
tive health requires reducing vertical administrative structures
and integrating all aspects of reproductive health into primary
health care systems.  A related task is integrating different insti-
tutional structures, or at least improving collaboration among
them.  Other challenges include improving logistics systems and
training and overcoming social and cultural barriers to service
access — for example, by educating men regarding their roles
and responsibilities concerning women's health. 

The round table's recommendations addressed many of these
challenges.  Several focused on health-sector reform.  For
example, it was suggested that health systems be reoriented, to
ensure that sexual and reproductive health policies, strategic

P R O G R A M M E P R I O R I T I E S

Indian women learning about reproductive health and family plan-
ning methods. Information is one key to reproductive health; the
freedom to act on that information is another.
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plans and all aspects of implementation are rights-based, cover
the clients' entire life cycles, and serve all who require reproduc-
tive health services. Change should, round-table participants
agreed, be incremental and phased according to resource avail-
ability. Moreover, the process should involve all partners,
including those from civil society. A related recommendation
called for the creation of an enabling environment, at all levels of
society, which would promote women's empowerment and
involve males in securing sexual and reproductive rights within
a human-rights framework.

Country-level initiatives. UNFPA is attempting to address
these challenges through a series of initiatives in its country
programmes. For example, by the end of 1998, the Fund had
helped Pakistan's Ministry of Population Welfare carry out an
evaluation of all of its family planning outlets. The evaluation
identified a number of actions needed to establish an integrated
reproductive health system incrementally. Information gleaned
from the monitoring visits will guide the Government in 1999 as
it works to improve the quality and variety of reproductive
health services. 

Elsewhere, in Kenya for example, the Fund is supporting the
development and implementation of comprehensive, integrated
reproductive health services. In the last two months of 1998,
UNFPA joined other international partners in assisting the
Ministry of Health in a study of six selected districts. The study
assessed the districts' commitment, capability and prepa-
redness to implement integrated, comprehensive reproductive
health programmes.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, UNFPA was actively
involved, through its country programme, in helping ensure
that reproductive health services were not lost or marginalized
during the nation's reform of its health sector last year. Also 
during the year, the country office obtained $4.2 million in
multi-bilateral assistance to supplement the Fund's regular pro-
gramme. This programme provides comprehensive integrated
reproductive health services in 38 underserved districts, with an
emphasis on reducing maternal mortality and morbidity.

In Cambodia, UNFPA helped the Government provide repro-
ductive health services in more than 50 per cent of the country's
health centres, including in eight new provinces. The Fund also
helped develop a national strategy for information, education
and communication (IEC) in support of reproductive health.

Nineteen ninety-eight saw the debut in Sri Lanka of a net-
work of "Well Women's Clinics", which take a holistic approach
to women's reproductive health needs. UNFPA's country office
helped establish the clinics though a consultative process that
involved the Government as well as professional colleges, such
as the colleges of obstetricians and gynaecologists, pathologists,
and surgeons.

Reducing maternal mortality

Reducing maternal mortality continues to be a priority in
UNFPA-supported reproductive health policies. This was par-
ticularly true in 1998, which was proclaimed the "Year of Safe
Motherhood" by the Safe Motherhood Inter-agency Group. The
group, of which UNFPA is a member, also includes the World
Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF), the World Bank, the International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IPPF), Family Care International and
The Population Council. The group's proclamation focused
attention on the fact that more than 600,000 women, most of
them in developing countries, die each year from childbirth-
related illnesses and injuries. Events included a World Health
Day ceremony at World Bank headquarters in Washington,
D.C., on 7 April. In preparing for the event, UNFPA collaborated
in the production of "The Safe Motherhood Action Agenda:
Priorities for the Next Decade".

The 1998 events followed up on the completion of the first
decade of the global Safe Motherhood Initiative. Launched in
1987, the initiative aimed to cut the number of maternal deaths
in half by 2000. Though the initiative did not achieve the
progress that had been hoped for, a number of important
lessons were learned.

Many of these lessons were discussed at an October 1997 tech-
nical consultation held in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Safe motherhood,
it was agreed, requires a readily available network of community
health care providers, clinics and hospitals. Among the integrated
services that such a network should provide are: community edu-
cation; antenatal care and counselling; skilled assistance during
childbirth; care for obstetric complications; post-partum care;
management of complications from abortions; and family plan-
ning counselling, information and services.

The decade's experience shows that the single most effective
way to reduce maternal deaths is to ensure that a health pro-
fessional is present during childbirth. This professional must
not only possess the skills to conduct a normal delivery but also
be able to manage any complications that may arise. There is,
however, a chronic shortage of such professionals in poor and
rural communities in developing countries. 

Translating these lessons into practical advice for use in its
country programmes, in 1998 UNFPA issued a programme
advisory note on reducing maternal mortality and morbidity.
The  note, which draws on research from WHO and uses data
from a joint WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA/World Bank statement, re-
commended actions aimed at reducing the number of women
who die in pregnancy or childbirth as well as the number of
those who survive, only to live with lifelong disabilities and ill-
health. It identified specific actions that are required within
families, in communities and in society at large; at the legal and

P R O G R A M M E P R I O R I T I E S

Reducing maternal mortality continued to be a UNFPA priority 
in 1998.
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policy level; and in health systems. Reducing maternal mortal-
ity, according to the advisory note, requires a national strategy
to bring about three essential changes: societal commitment to
ensuring safe pregnancy and birth; improvements in access to,
and the quality of, health care; and commitment to meeting the
special needs of girls and women throughout their lives. The
note also recommended actions for UNFPA to take to help build
up health-sector capacity to reduce maternal mortality.

The thematic evaluation of UNFPA-supported safe mother-
hood projects found a number of constraints. For example, the
activities often seemed to be based on national-level data and
were monitored at the central level. However, assessments of
need and monitoring of results at the local level were sometimes
neglected.  In addition, the activities promoted antenatal care as
a strategy to reduce maternal deaths, but such care, in and of
itself, cannot bring about significant reductions in maternal
mortality, since all pregnancies pose risks for the mother.
Likewise, training of traditional birth attendants (TBAs) has not
had the impact that was hoped. If TBAs are to be involved in
providing maternal care, they must be made an integral part of
the formal health care system.

Country-level initiatives. A UNFPA-supported pilot pro-
gramme in Uganda, which embraces many of the key elements
of the Safe Motherhood Initiative, has proven effective. Indeed,
a survey commissioned by UNFPA has shown that Uganda's
rural emergency relief programme has helped reduce maternal
deaths significantly in the Iganga District, the area in which it
was piloted. The programme developed an effective referral sys-
tem for emergency obstetric cases. This was accomplished in
part by establishing a communications link between TBAs and
health units and between the health units and hospitals. In addi-
tion, transportation was provided from the TBAs to the health
units and from the units to the district hospital. And finally, life-
saving supplies and equipment were provided, and staff were
trained in their use. As a result, supervised deliveries have
increased significantly since 1995. At the same time, the num-
ber of babies delivered in hospitals and health units has
increased, while the number delivered by TBAs has decreased.

World Health Day provided Nepal with an ideal opportunity
to draw national attention to safe motherhood efforts. The
Prime Minister appealed to all politicians, journalists, social
workers and health personnel to help make information and
services available for safe deliveries. The country's Safe
Motherhood Network, a consortium of women's NGOs with
which UNFPA collaborates, organized a procession to raise
awareness of issues related to safe deliveries and safe mother-
hood. The procession observed a minute of silence to
commemorate all those who had died in childbirth.  In addition,
the UNFPA country office released a cassette of songs on the
theme of maternal mortality.

Several other initiatives are worth noting. For example,
UNFPA funded a year-long study  intended to clarify the extent
and nature of maternal mortality in Zambia, thereby enabling
the country's health service to focus its efforts in the areas with
the most pressing needs. UNFPA supported a similar study in
Turkey, which was conducted with technical assistance from
WHO. That study's results are being analysed. In Latin America
and the Caribbean, the UNFPA regional programme supports
activities designed to prevent maternal mortality, including the
safe motherhood advocacy and coalition-building efforts of
Family Care International in Bolivia and Colombia.

Adolescent reproductive health

The UNFPA Field Inquiry found that the world's countries are
gradually formulating policies and programmes to address the
reproductive health needs of adolescents. There is growing
acceptance of the fact that adolescents need information and

education so they can protect themselves and make informed
decisions regarding their reproductive health.  At the same time,
it is recognized that parents have important rights and respon-
sibilities in that regard. Despite such awareness, resistance
persists.  Some people fear that educating young people about
sexuality and providing them with related information and ser-
vices will lead to irresponsibility and promiscuity, although
studies have shown that the reverse is true. For their part, many
adolescents are reluctant to seek help from adults either within
their families or in professional settings. They therefore do not
get the information, counselling or services they need.

These and many other concerns brought together some 60
experts and young people from around the world to New York
to participate in a round-table meeting on adolescent reproduc-
tive health. The April meeting, which was sponsored by UNFPA
and hosted by the Ford Foundation, focused on four main
issues: promoting an enabling environment; health promotion;
providing youth-friendly services; and innovative approaches to
involve youth in programmes. The sessions combined presenta-
tions by leading experts in the field with ones by youth
participants, who provided their personal perspectives on
important issues.

The reproductive health of young people was also the focus of
two events that took place in August in Portugal.  Lisbon hosted
the first-ever World Conference of Ministers Responsible for
Youth, and Braga was the site of the World Youth Forum.
UNFPA supported several of the delegations attending the
forum.  The Fund also provided expert assistance in the drafting
of the "Braga Youth Plan of Action", which was endorsed by the
United Nations Secretary-General and formed a major part of
the ministers' Lisbon Declaration. The declaration invited
UNFPA to give greater support to national youth policies and
programmes within its country programmes. 

UNFPA also worked to foster regional cooperation in the area
of adolescent reproductive health.  In the Caribbean, for exam-
ple, UNFPA sponsored the Caribbean Youth Summit. The
October summit provided an opportunity for young people to
voice their concerns and priorities.  In the Africa region, UNFPA
organized, in collaboration with UNICEF and the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA), a discussion on the theme of
"Africa's New Generation", bringing youth and adolescents to the
ECA to present their views to the region's leaders. In Asia, two
regional technical workshops were organized to help partici-
pants formulate policies and programme strategies on
adolescent reproductive health. The South Asia Conference on
Adolescents was staged in New Delhi, India, in July, and the
Technical Seminar on Adolescent Reproductive Health was held
in Bangkok, Thailand, in October. And in the Arab States region,
the International Islamic Centre for Population Research orga-
nized the UNFPA-supported International Conference on
Population and Reproductive Health in the Muslim World,
which made significant recommendations on such issues as
reproductive rights, women's issues, youth and the family. 

The need to include young people in the design and imple-
mentation of adolescent health programmes was underscored
by initiatives that took place during the year. The advantage of
mobilizing young people to advocate for appropriate informa-
tion and services was illustrated, as was the effectiveness of
utilizing media favoured by youth. Also underlined was the
importance of involving parents and the community and of fos-
tering an "enabling" environment by equipping adults, through
training and sensitization efforts, to help adolescents. Adult
family members of both sexes have to be informed of the need
and value of sexuality education for adolescents, and they need
to be reassured that young people need their support. In addi-
tion, the religious community needs to know that the goals of
sexuality education are not inimical to moral development.
Rather, such education can help young people make responsi-
ble choices and decisions.
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Country-level initiatives. Adolescent reproductive health
concerns were addressed in virtually all UNFPA country pro-
grammes in 1998.  In Kenya, for example, UNFPA helped
launch a compact disc (CD) entitled "I Need to Know" on World
Population Day, 11 July. The CD, performed by  young Kenyan
artists, aimed to create awareness of youth reproductive health
rights and responsible sexual behaviour.  Produced in various
versions, the song achieved a considerable amount of media
attention, including in the international edition of Newsweek
magazine. The song became the signature tune of the Kenyan
Broadcasting Corporation's Youth Variety Show, which is pro-
duced through a UNFPA-funded project executed by the Family
Planning Association of Kenya.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, UNFPA assisted the Ministry
of Education in printing a booklet designed to involve parents
in helping their children to understand population issues as well
as their health. The booklet was distributed to teachers and par-
ents through the national parent-teacher association. UNFPA
also assisted the Family Planning Association of Iran in devel-
oping materials to educate young people on matters related to
their reproductive health; the materials are being pilot-tested.
In another pilot project, UNFPA is supporting reproductive
health for young girls in one province. Under the project, per-
sonnel from the Ministry of Health and Medical Education train
women health volunteers, who then pass their knowledge on to
mothers. The mothers, in turn, educate their daughters. If suc-
cessful, the project will be extended nationwide.

The Programme for Enhancing Adolescent Reproductive Life
(PEARL) in Uganda is another  example of UNFPA-government
collaboration.  The community-based programme is aimed pri-
marily at out-of-school youth aged 10-24.  The approach is
twofold: to create a safe environment where adolescents can
engage in recreational activities; and to create awareness and

provide reproductive health counselling and services.  Although
the programme is targeted mainly at adolescents, it also seeks
to involve parents and religious and community leaders and to
sensitize them to the importance of providing such counselling
and services.  In fact, the importance of involving parents has
been one of the most valuable lessons learned during the course
of the programme.

Several other initiatives are worth noting.  In Nicaragua, the
UNFPA country office supported national counterparts in the
production of videos on adolescent pregnancy and helped cre-
ate a nationwide network of youth theatre and puppet groups
that address the concerns and problems of young people. In
Algeria, UNFPA provided support to train the directors of 48
provincial youth centres in IEC techniques related to adolescent
reproductive health, as well as in interpersonal communication
skills with young people. In Tunisia, UNFPA worked with gov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations to train peer
educators in adolescent reproductive health. In the Maldives,
UNFPA helped carry out a workshop on adolescent reproduc-
tive health at the Malé Youth Centre. The workshop focused on
reproductive and sexual health, communication skills, and
smoking and drug abuse.

Reproductive health in emergency situations

A November technical meeting on "Reproductive Health in
Crisis Situations" reported that women and girls suffered the
most in crisis situations because of social inequity.  The UNFPA-
supported meeting, held in Rennes, France, found that the
breakdown of the social structure of communities often leads to
widespread sexual violence, and, in several recent conflicts,
rape has been used as an instrument of terror.  Since ICPD,
UNFPA has helped refugees and displaced people in 33 coun-
tries, spending a total of $6.4 million on 52 projects executed by
24 partner agencies. UNFPA has cooperated with a number of
other agencies to provide reproductive health services to
refugees and displaced persons. These include the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), WHO, UNICEF, the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC),
and CARE (Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere), 
among others.

Concluding that reproductive health should be made an inte-
gral part of general health care in all situations, the meeting
called for increased funding and greater human resources to
provide reproductive health care to people displaced by war and
natural disasters.  UNFPA also pointed out the need to have
more reliable data on such refugees and their needs.

Country-level initiatives. During the year UNFPA efforts
provided emergency reproductive health kits to the victims of
Hurricane Mitch in Central America. Given the extensive dev-
astation caused by the natural disaster, UNFPA's Nicaragua field
office assigned maximum priority to rehabilitation efforts that
fell within its mandate. Participating in an inter-agency emer-
gency project, the Fund helped meet the urgent sexual and
reproductive health needs of women and adolescent girls in the
25 most-affected municipalities in the northern provinces.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, UNFPA supported a 
project for refugees and communities in the western parts of the
country that were affected by war in the neighbouring
Democratic Republic of the Congo.  An evaluation exercise con-
firmed that UNFPA-supported projects were responding to the
needs of the refugees, especially in terms of referral and emer-
gency obstetric care and in the provision of equipment and
training. The evaluation noted a dramatic improvement in the
quality of services and a corresponding reduction in maternal
deaths as a result of UNFPA's efforts. However, a three-day
monitoring visit found that IEC materials in the refugee camps
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UNFPA provides emergency reproductive health assistance for 
displaced persons, like this young mother from the Kosovo province 
of Yugoslavia.
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were inadequate, mostly because of language problems;
arrangements were made with the UNFPA office in Rwanda to
supply materials in French and Kirundi.

In Rwanda itself, UNFPA carried out an evaluation of the
reproductive health needs in the camps established for inter-
nally displaced persons. The Fund also supported the provision
of equipment and supplies to those camps.

UNFPA provided emergency assistance in several other situa-
tions.  For example, in Papua New Guinea, the Fund provided
medical supplies and clean delivery kits in response to the tidal
wave disaster in Aitape.  The assistance both met the immedi-
ate needs of the disaster and replenished supplies and
equipment in health centres.  UNFPA also provided assistance
to Indonesia, where an economic crisis had caused urgent gaps
in reproductive health care.  The Fund approved a project to
help meet the country's immediate contraceptive needs and
helped launch a global appeal to overcome the contraceptive
shortfall envisioned for the coming two years.  UNFPA also pro-
cured emergency medical supplies and provided emergency
assistance to meet the urgent needs of flood-stricken counties in
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

HIV/AIDS prevention

In collaboration with the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), UNFPA helped develop specific goals for
HIV/AIDS prevention for the years 2005 and 2010.  These goals
call for assured access to HIV/AIDS information, education and
services for at least 90 per cent of males and females aged 15-24
in 2005 and at least 95 per cent in 2010.  They also call for a 25
per cent reduction of HIV infection among 15- to 24-year-olds in
the most affected countries by 2005, and a 25 per cent reduction
globally among the age group by 2010.  The goals are currently
being considered by the Preparatory Committee for the Special
Session of the General Assembly for the Review and Appraisal of
the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action.

At the global level, UNFPA supported a number of HIV/AIDS-
prevention activities. UNFPA joined the UNICEF/WHO/
UNAIDS initiative on prevention of mother-to-child transmis-
sion of HIV/AIDS and is now participating in the preparations to
operationalize the programme on a pilot basis in seven coun-
tries: Cambodia, Côte d'Ivoire, Rwanda, Uganda, United
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  In March, the
Fund participated in the UNAIDS Co-sponsors Retreat held in
Venice, Italy.  Along with WHO and UNAIDS, UNFPA was asked
to lead follow-up efforts regarding the establishment of a con-
sensus-building mechanism for policy and technical guidance,
which has since been completed. 

UNFPA assisted efforts to promote the use of condoms and to
conduct social research on their use.  It also supported research
on the effect of steroid hormonal contraceptives on the pro-
gression of HIV.  This research, also supported by the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), WHO and the
World Bank, was co-sponsored by the WHO Special Pro-
gramme of Research, Development and Research Training in
Human Reproduction (HRP).

UNFPA is also assisting a number of projects executed by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO). The projects are designed to promote
AIDS awareness and prevention in various in-school and out-of-
school education activities.

UNFPA continued to prepare and disseminate AIDS Update.
The annual publication reports on UNFPA-supported activities
at the country, regional and global levels.

At the regional level, UNFPA provided assistance to confer-
ences aimed at raising awareness and building political support

for different aspects of reproductive health, including HIV/AIDS
prevention, women and HIV/AIDS, and men's participation in
reproductive health. Assistance was also provided for meetings
that targeted special groups such as female parliamentarians.
Training that addresses issues related to HIV/AIDS was another
key area supported by the Fund at the regional level. In addi-
tion, regional reproductive health programmes, in particular
those aimed at adolescents and youth, included HIV/AIDS-
prevention activities.   

To assess the specific impact of UNFPA-supported HIV/AIDS-
related interventions — which were usually an integrated part
of reproductive health activities — the Fund carried out a the-
matic evaluation in seven countries.  Conducted by the Fund's
Office of Oversight and Evaluation in 1997 and 1998, the evalu-
ation highlighted the comparative advantage of UNFPA's
reproductive health approach to HIV/AIDS prevention.  It also
stressed the need to strengthen the technical capacity of field
offices to promote a focused, appropriate and efficient response
to the epidemic. The evaluation recommended more rigorous
planning to improve the sustainability and replicability of pro-
grammes and underscored the need to make condoms central
to HIV/AIDS-prevention strategies. The evaluation also recom-
mended strengthening interventions aimed at youth; improving
the quality of IEC materials and designing IEC materials and
strategies suited to specific target audiences; and enhancing
advocacy efforts to generate political will and community sup-
port.  The evaluation's findings are being disseminated within
UNFPA with the aim of translating key findings into improved
programming in the area of HIV/AIDS prevention.

Country-level initiatives. In 1998, UNFPA supported
HIV/AIDS-prevention activities in more than 130 countries.  All
were developed in cooperation with national governments and
coordinated through the theme group mechanism of UNAIDS,
in which the Fund plays an active role.  These activities were
conducted as part of an integrated reproductive health
approach, in line with the Fund's reproductive health guidelines
issued in November 1997.  The approach calls for adding
HIV/AIDS-prevention services to existing family planning and
maternal health services and broadening the scope of those ser-
vices.  The use of condoms is promoted, both for double
protection (pregnancy and STD/HIV/AIDS prevention) and for
the detection and management of STDs (as some STDs increase
the risk of HIV transmission).

During 1998, the Fund participated in the UNAIDS theme
groups in 124 countries, serving as chair of the groups in 13 of
them. The theme groups helped coordinate activities among the
co-sponsoring agencies and facilitated the planning and imple-
menting of joint activities. NGOs were implementing partners
of UNFPA-supported activities in 108 developing countries and
countries with economies in transition. 

The HIV/AIDS-prevention activities supported by UNFPA
focused on providing reproductive health services; training ser-
vice providers and counsellors on HIV/AIDS issues; supplying
and/or distributing condoms (including female condoms in a
few countries); providing counselling services; creating aware-
ness and conducting advocacy campaigns; integrating
HIV/AIDS components into in-school and out-of-school educa-
tion; and providing information and services to young people.
Preliminary estimates indicate that expenditures for UNFPA-
supported HIV/AIDS activities in 1998 totalled $23 million —
$22 million at the country level and $1 million at the
regional/global level.

UNFPA supported targeted awareness-raising and advocacy
activities in over 120 countries.  Some innovative examples
included orientations on HIV/AIDS for religious leaders and
government officials in Bangladesh and for community leaders
and Catholic priests in Ecuador, as well as activities conducted
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during such sporting events as the African Cup soccer matches
in Burkina Faso. Sensitization activities aimed at men in gen-
eral or at groups made up primarily of males, such as the police
or military forces, were supported in Bangladesh, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Nigeria and the Philippines. In Paraguay, UNFPA-
supported projects for the armed forces and the police focused
on educating military and police personnel on HIV/AIDS trans-
mission and prevention and on providing condoms for
distribution in military and police units around the country.  In
the Philippines, support was provided to an empowerment-
education project benefiting female sex industry workers. To
encourage participation in the project and promote the use of
services, the project makes use of the casual setting of a café,
which also serves as a clinic.

UNFPA supported educational activities for in-school and
out-of-school youth in 96 countries and counselling and other
services for youth in 30 countries.  These services were provided
by health workers, peer counsellors, teachers and parents.
Telephone hotlines proved a popular source of information in
India, the Philippines and Poland.  In Lithuania, preparations
were made to establish five youth centres, which will provide
peer counselling, a hotline for adolescents, and reproductive
health counselling and services from a trained midwife and a
part-time doctor.  In Uganda, as a result of the success of youth-
friendly services in attracting adolescents, services will be
expanded to four new districts each year.  It is hoped that this
will contribute to the current positive trend towards falling HIV-
prevalence rates among adolescents in the country.

Information and awareness-raising activities for young peo-
ple have been provided outside of schools through such
channels as the theatre in Jordan, Malawi, Republic of Moldova
and Rwanda; youth camps in Jordan, Latvia, Romania and the
Syrian Arab Republic; parent education in Estonia, Poland and
Uganda; discussions with and among young people in Bhutan
and South Africa; anti-AIDS clubs in Guinea and "Cool Clubs"
in Haiti; magazines in Honduras; pre-marriage counselling in
the Islamic Republic of Iran; youth competitions in Mali and
Myanmar; festivals in Mauritania; sports activities in Niger; par-
ent/church activities in Papua New Guinea; and film screenings
in South Africa and Togo.

Recognizing the wide reach and impact of the media, UNFPA
supported radio and television serials focusing on reproductive
health issues, including HIV/AIDS, in several countries, includ-
ing Ethiopia, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, Sao Tome
and Principe, and the United Republic of Tanzania.  In Eritrea,
UNFPA assisted the Ministry of Education in conducting a
radio audience listenership survey that showed that HIV/AIDS
messages had been fairly well understood.

Promoting condom use is an essential part of HIV/AIDS-
prevention strategies. During 1998, UNFPA provided 177.5 mil-
lion condoms worth $5.1 million to 52 countries and procured
an additional 39.1 million condoms on behalf of other donors.
Female condoms were provided to five countries. Community-
based services supported by the Fund included the distribution
of condoms in Azerbaijan, Benin, the Central African Republic,
India, Madagascar, Mali and South Africa. In Azerbaijan, female
volunteers from the NGO Women and Development Centre were
trained to disseminate information about reproductive health,
including materials promoting behaviour that would minimize
the risk of STDs and HIV/AIDS. The approach appears to be
working, as there has already been a significant increase in con-
dom use in some of the areas covered by the Centre.

POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIES

In the area of population and development strategies, UNFPA
carried out activities aimed at increasing awareness of some of
the population challenges that the world will be facing in the

next century.  These included devoting the year's edition of The
State of World Population report to an investigation of the
strains being caused by two demographic facts.  The first fact is
that the world now has the largest-ever generation of young
people, thanks to past fertility increases.  The second is that the
world is now home to rapidly increasing numbers of elderly,
because of declining mortality rates and increased life expectan-
cies.  Issues involving the elderly were also discussed during the
year at a meeting on population ageing.

UNFPA sponsored technical meetings that addressed other
important issues as well, including international migration and
the effects of population change on economic development.  The
Fund also made a significant step in its ability to monitor progress
in achieving ICPD goals with the publication of "Indicators for
Population and Reproductive Health Programmes".

Notable among these activities was the launching of The 
State of World Population 1998 in London and 24 other cities
throughout the world on 2 September. The event and the publi-
cation's major messages received extensive coverage in
newspapers and  radio networks around the world.  The State of
World Population 1998 was subtitled "The New Generations", in
reference to the new challenges faced by the world in dealing
with unprecedented numbers of young people and the elderly.
The report examined the social implications of these demo-
graphic trends, including young people's pressing needs for
education, job opportunities and health care, and the strains on
national economies and social structures as they confront the
need to support rapidly growing populations of older persons.

Ageing. Collaborating with the Population and Family Study
Centre of Belgium, UNFPA sponsored a "Technical Meeting on
Population Ageing" in Brussels.  One of the October meeting's
chief themes was that in many developing countries, there are
almost no provisions for support of elderly persons outside of
the family.  As societies attempt to provide such supports, the
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supported HIV/AIDS-prevention activities in more than 
130 countries.
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expenses incurred could threaten other development gains.
Governments therefore need to respond to these emerging chal-
lenges and promote collaboration among a broad range of
government institutions and international organizations.  It was
stressed that old-age security systems to alleviate poverty
among the elderly have to address gender inequality.  Moreover,
the reproductive health of all people, especially women, should
be ensured throughout their lifetimes, because of its impor-
tance to the quality of life at later stages.

Migration. Another issue of great importance to countries as
they formulate and implement development strategies is that of
international migration.  UNFPA took part in the organization
of a "Technical Symposium on International Migration and
Development", which was held in The Hague, the Netherlands,
in June and July.  More than 100 migration specialists from
both developing and developed countries reviewed case studies
on various aspects of migration, including its root causes,
return migration and the migration of women. Also discussed
were issues concerning refugees. The symposium's aim was to
improve understanding of migration's causes and consequences
from the point of view of both sending and receiving countries
and to suggest ways to foster more orderly migratory flows and
prevent the economic and social marginalization of migrants.

Among the topics explored at the symposium were: poverty
and environmental degradation as root causes of international
migration; the effects of global and regional economic integra-
tion; the positive impact of migrants' remittances on sending
countries' economies; the circumstances surrounding the migra-
tion of women; the import of skilled labour and the "brain drain";
unauthorized employment of migrants; return migration; the
distinction between political and economic refugees; and the
tightening of asylum policies since the end of the Cold War.

In its conclusions, the symposium noted that international
migration by definition involved more than one government
and that bilateral and multilateral cooperation was necessary 
in a number of areas.  Although participants recognized that it
would be difficult to reach large-scale agreements on the com-
plex issues involved, they agreed that there were a number of
smaller steps that could be very useful.  In particular, it was felt
that policies to manage the flow of people across borders and to
protect migrants' rights had to be based on reliable data and a
careful analysis of migration's costs and benefits.

Population change and economic development. A
November symposium entitled "Population Change and
Economic Development" was organized as part of the ICPD+5
review process.  The symposium, sponsored by the Rockefeller
and Packard Foundations on behalf of UNFPA, examined the
overall consequences of population change in the development
process.  Organized by the Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace, the symposium was held in Bellagio.  Speakers
pointed out that for years economists have been reluctant to
make strong statements about the direction and magnitude of
the effects of demographic change on economic growth.
However, some recent analyses suggest that there is a fairly
strong, direct relationship between the two. 

Symposium participants identified four facts that need to
be considered when assessing the relationship between
demographic change and economic growth.  First of all, the
effect is conditioned by the level of development —  the lower
the initial level of per-capita income, the greater the net posi-
tive impact of demographic changes, especially of fertility
decline.  Secondly,  the positive effect of the demographic
changes associated with the demographic transition probably
depends strongly on the economic policy that accompanies
the transition. The third fact is that fertility decline is not only
a possible cause of more rapid economic growth but also an
outcome of factors associated with economic growth, inclu-

ding increased education, better functioning markets and so
forth. And lastly, increases in economic growth per capita
exaggerate real income gains to the extent that such increases
reflect unsustainable degradation of natural resource wealth.

The symposium also addressed the policy implications of the
relationship between population and economic growth.
Economic growth, participants noted, is not an end in itself.
Rather, it is a means used to attain larger objectives associated
with improved well-being.

Thus the new evidence that high fertility constrains economic
growth does not in itself provide a rationale for public interven-
tions to reduce fertility, particularly if the means to reduce
fertility compromise the well-being and rights of individuals.
However, the growing evidence that high fertility exacerbates
poverty and that, among the poor, some portion of high fertility
is unwanted and unintended does justify policies and interven-
tions that can be shown to improve the situation of poor
families, particularly the kind of reproductive health and family
planning programmes that are included in the ICPD
Programme of Action.

Development of reproductive health and population indi-
cators. Since the adoption of the Programme of Action,
increasing emphasis has been placed on using indicators to
measure progress in the implementation of population and
reproductive health programmes.  Reflecting this new empha-
sis, in October UNFPA issued "Indicators for Population and
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Reproductive Health Programmes", the result of a process that
had begun in early 1996.  In addition to the indicators, the pub-
lication included detailed discussion of issues considered in
developing the indicator framework and their implications for
data collection systems.

The indicators are based on the recognition that the key to
successful programme and project management is performance
monitoring and evaluation.  The thematic indicators are
designed to monitor progress in achieving ICPD goals and to
track performance in population and reproductive health pro-
grammes.  Indicators were developed for each of the Fund's
three core programme areas: reproductive health, including
family planning and sexual health; population and development
strategies; and advocacy.  They were also designed to serve as
markers to measure programme performance in conjunction
with the logical framework programme methodology now used
in the development of all UNFPA country programmes.

UNFPA also acted as the secretariat for the Inter-Agency
Working Group on Common Country Assessment (CCA)
Indicators, which was formed by the United Nations
Development Group (UNDG).  The working group devoted its
time to developing a new core indicator framework for use in
CCA exercises, which are part of the United Nations
Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), taking into
account the goals and targets of the major global conferences
that have taken place over the last decade.  UNFPA helped in the
design of the indicator framework, including the filtering and
selection of the indicators, which are to be issued in 1999.

Country-level initiatives. The area of population and devel-
opment strategies accounted for approximately 24 per cent of
the Fund's expenditures in 1998.  The strategies aimed to
strengthen the national capacity of programme countries to
produce and analyse data; to provide timely, reliable and rele-
vant information for policy formulation, programme
development and monitoring and evaluation; and to develop
and carry out programmes relevant to their own population sit-
uations.  A large number of UNFPA-supported activities were
undertaken in these areas in 1998.

Censuses were held, or prepared for, in many countries in
1998.  In Cambodia, for example, the National Population and
Household Census — the country's first census since 1962 —
enumerated 99 per cent of the population.  The census has
already begun to yield data that will assist in planning for the
country's future development.  It also helped build national
capacity in this area, training over 36,000 enumerators and cen-
sus supervisors, as well as more than 4,400 staff in such skills as
mapping, data entry and editing.

Namibia started preparations for its 2001 census and asked
UNFPA to provide technical assistance, through its Country
Support Team in Harare, on census planning and design and on
cartography work.  Nepal agreed to the joint suggestion of
UNFPA, UNICEF, UNDP and the United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) to create a gender-disaggregated
database beginning with its 2001 National Population Census.
In Panama, UNFPA provided limited but strategic technical
assistance for the 2000 census. Zambia provided training for
enumerators in census cartography as part of its preparations
for the 2000 census.

UNFPA supported many other capacity-building initiatives
during the year as well.  For example, in Ecuador, the Fund sup-
ported a project with the University of Cuenca to examine the
linkages between population and sustainable development at
the community level.  The university is using graduate students
to conduct community-level censuses to assist the Ministry of
Public Health in ensuring that its decentralization efforts
respond to community realities and identified needs.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, UNFPA is helping the
Government design a survey to evaluate the coverage of the
country's system for the registration of vital events.  This assis-
tance supports the nation's continuing efforts to develop a
unified demographic data system.  The Fund also assisted the
Plan and Budget Organization in drafting the country's first-
ever population policy paper.  The draft paper is being used as
an input for the preparation of the population chapter of the
country's third five-year development plan. UNFPA also sup-
ported the Statistical Centre's efforts to analyse the results of the
1996 census and to disseminate the findings.

In the Sudan, the curriculum for a master's of science degree
in population and development was revised and updated, and
training in research methodology for the national project direc-
tors of UNFPA-supported projects was provided by the Central
Bureau of Statistics.  Moreover, baseline surveys for all integrated
reproductive health and family planning projects were carried
out, and the reports on them are to be circulated in early 1999.

Sociocultural research provided a wealth of information for
future programming in Malawi.  Studies on such issues as
"Patterns of sexual behaviour of men and women in Malawi",
"Socio-cultural determinants of women's reproductive health
decision-making in Malawi", and "Beliefs and perceptions of
parents, teachers and students" highlighted the role and bearing
of initiation rites and ceremonies on sexual behaviour in
Malawi.  They also confirmed the importance of such research
as a major programming tool.

ADVOCACY

The aim of advocacy, in general, is threefold: to support a par-
ticular cause or issue; to promote or reinforce change in policy,
programmes or legislation; and to create a supportive environ-
ment for programmes and to mobilize resources.  Advocacy is,
by its nature, public-policy oriented and oppositional at times
and requires networking and coalition-building to broaden the
base of support.  

In recent years, UNFPA has assumed a vigorous advocacy role
to promote the goals of the ICPD Programme of Action.  At the
international level, UNFPA raises awareness of reproductive
health and population issues  to mobilize support and resources
for the implementation of ICPD and to enhance the visibility of
UNFPA as an organization. At the country level, the Fund's advo-
cacy activities are an integral part of UNFPA-supported country
programmes and are designed to assist countries in reaching the
goals of national population programmes.

Many of the issues brought forward at ICPD still need to be
fully understood, promoted and adopted at the national and
community levels, especially in such sensitive areas as gender-
based violence, quality of care, male involvement, and
adolescent reproductive health and rights.  Promoting support
for ICPD is the focus of much of the advocacy work that UNFPA
undertakes at the country level as part of its country pro-
grammes.  Such advocacy activities are necessarily intertwined
with the substantive activities being supported — adolescent
reproductive health and the reduction of violence against
women, for example — and, as such, are likewise integrated
into the various topics examined throughout this report. 

The Fund's "Face to Face" campaign is one of the key activi-
ties used to achieve greater public awareness of population and
reproductive health issues.  The campaign, which uses celebrity
Goodwill Ambassadors as spokespersons on a variety of issues,
was expanded successfully throughout 1998.  In January,
actress Linda Gray, Face to Face campaign chairperson and
spokesperson for the United States of America, hosted a round-
table seminar attended by senior-level corporate women from
throughout the United States.  Supermodel Waris Dirie, UNFPA
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Special Ambassador for the Elimination of Female Genital
Mutilation and Face to Face Campaign spokesperson, was a
popular speaker for the elimination of FGM at international
conferences and in many media interviews. She was a keynote
speaker at the Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights at the Peace Palace in The Hague
on 29 October.  Other Goodwill Ambassadors included 
Geri Halliwell of the United Kingdom, a singer and entertain-
ment personality; Kattis Ahlstrom, a Swedish journalist and
radio/television host and producer; Magenta Devine, a radio
and television personality based in the United Kingdom; Mikko
Kuustonen, a Finnish songwriter, singer and human rights
activist; and Keiko Kishi, a Japanese actress and television
personality.

Informational publications issued by UNFPA in 1998 that
were designed for international audiences included The State of
World Population 1998: The New Generations; the Annual Report;
a revision of the Population Issues Briefing Kit; 10 issues of the
news bulletin Dispatches and four issues of the UNFPA maga-
zine Populi; and a new booklet in UNFPA's advocacy series,
UNFPA at Work: Five Country Profiles, which described the
Fund's country-level operations in Burkina Faso, Eritrea, India,
Nicaragua and the Syrian Arab Republic.

An electronic version of State of World Population 1998 was the
most-visited document on UNFPA's popular Web site (www.
unfpa.org). The Internet site is now a key source of information
for the public on the Fund's work and on population and repro-
ductive health issues generally, with an average of 800 visitors a
day.  In 1998 the variety and volume of information continued to
expand.  The site was redesigned to accommodate more infor-
mation and was made easier to navigate and use.  The ICPD+5
section of UNFPA's Web site, created in 1998, was continually
updated to provide timely information on the full range of activ-
ities being undertaken in connection with the five-year review.

UNFPA produced a great variety of posters, exhibits and mul-
timedia materials in 1998, including a UNFPA CD-ROM
containing 30 Web sites with more than 84,000 cross links and
50 software applications; an institutional video, UNFPA Is
Making a Difference; six video news releases on issues including
safe motherhood, UNFPA Goodwill Ambassadors and the
launch of The State of World Population report. A poster compe-
tition and poster production were organized for World
Population Day on 11 July.

Such advocacy efforts seem to be having some effect.  Opinion
polls have shown that awareness among the general public on
population-related issues and reproductive health has been
steadily increasing since ICPD.  As a result of media outreach
efforts through, for example, video news releases, press confer-
ences and the work of the Goodwill Ambassadors, UNFPA has
become increasingly well known by the general public, in both
developed and developing countries.  It also continues to enjoy
credibility among journalists as a reliable source of information
on population-related issues.  Despite these successes, opinion
polls in developed countries have shown that while the public
considered such issues to be important, they did not necessarily
see direct connections between achieving ICPD goals and other
issues that they regarded as being crucial to the future of the
world, such as the environment, poverty, migration and war.

The role of new technologies

To discuss the role that new communication technologies
might have in promoting the goals of the ICPD Programme of
Action, in December some 60 experts from around the world
gathered at a seminar in Ankara, Turkey. The seminar was orga-
nized by UNFPA in collaboration with the Government of
Turkey.  For the first time, experts, policy makers and practi-
tioners from two separate fields — the information and

communication technologies (ICT) sector and the population
communication field — had the opportunity to share their
experiences as well as the lessons they had learned, to envision
future trends, and to propose actions for population advocacy.

The seminar was based on the premise that traditional top-
down and one-way information flows do not work.  People must
be able to communicate with one another and have access to
the information they need to make informed decisions on com-
plex issues that affect their lives.

Discussions focused on new concepts and the operational
implications of new technologies for future advocacy strategies
in support of ICPD.  Three questions guided the discussions:
how is the changing ICT environment affecting the advocacy
efforts to implement the Programme of Action; how can new
technologies be harnessed as a tool for social mobilization
beyond traditional top-down information-sharing activities;
and how can ICPD advocacy be strengthened by promoting the
use of new technologies and expanding inter-agency dialogue.

Participants emphasized the opportunities that the new tech-
nologies offer: access to new ideas; improved access to strategic
information; and wider delivery of information to the public in
general and to marginalized groups in particular.  The new tech-
nologies, participants agreed, provide them with new tools for
networking and community organizing.  They can also help
bridge the geographic, social and economic gaps that currently
exist in access to information around the world.  However, they
also have the potential to widen the gap between those who have
access to such technologies and systems and those who do not.

Recommendations emerging from the discussions stressed
that ICT applications need to be gender-responsive and located in
institutions to which women already have access.  They should
also be community owned and operated; should be decentralized
to local community organizations; and should enlist private-sec-
tor support.  The seminar also pointed out the limitations of
information and communications technologies, most notably
that their effectiveness depends on their accessibility.

EMPOWERING WOMEN AND ELIMINATING
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Empowering women and eliminating violence against them
are essential to effective reproductive health programmes.
Without these actions, which are called for in chapter IV of the
ICPD Programme of Action, women may be unable to exercise
autonomy in the use of reproductive health services.
Specifically, the Programme of Action recommended assisting
women to establish and realize their rights, including those that
relate to reproductive and sexual health (para. 4.4(c)); elimina-
ting violence against women (para. 4.4(e)); and making special
efforts to emphasize men's shared responsibility and to pro-
mote their active involvement in responsible parenthood and
sexual and reproductive behaviour (para. 4.27).

A majority of countries responding to the Field Inquiry have
taken at least some measures since the ICPD to protect the
rights of women and promote women's empowerment.  The
greatest changes have been in policy: protecting women's
employment and inheritance rights; prohibiting harmful tradi-
tional practices; protecting women from acts of violence; and
establishing Women's Affairs Offices.

But considerable barriers remain. Over half of the respon-
dents cited social and cultural attitudes as the major constraint
in achieving gender equity, while a quarter cited the lack of
financial resources and poverty as the major obstacles. All
UNFPA-assisted programmes support actions to encourage gen-
der equality and equity and the empowerment of women in one
form or another.  Below are selected examples.
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Country-level initiatives. In the Islamic Republic of Iran,
gender equality and equity continued to be a high priority.
Training in gender sensitization was conducted at the national
level, and the Centre for Women's Participation conducted
seven regional workshops on gender issues with over 10,000
participants.  The workshops provided an important forum for
discussing gender issues, in particular the gaps and priorities
in current programmes.  The workshops led to decisions and
the adoption of measures by high-level authorities at the
provincial level.

Gender issues also figured prominently in the programme in
Malawi.  The Ministry of Women, Youth and Community
Services showed the video on "Voices of Young Mothers" to a
cross-section of Malawian society, including policy makers,
chief executives, members of Parliament, women's groups and
NGOs.  It was also shown to over 30,000 villagers and students
in the areas in which the video had been shot.  The showings
provided a unique opportunity to help raise awareness of criti-
cal aspects of gender relations and adolescent fertility.

Zambia also made creative use of information materials.
Two books were disseminated in high schools and other
appropriate places. The first, "Woman Know Your Place", is a
gender analysis of the messages conveyed by popular Zambian
popular songs.  The second, "Women in Politics", presents 
profiles of famous Zambian women who can serve as role
models for girls.

In Thailand, the first project approved under the new coun-
try programme will develop a research agenda aimed at
creating a gender-sensitive reproductive health programme.
The project's first phase ended with a national seminar that
identified priority issues relating to gender and reproductive
health and examined research methodologies. In the second
phase, beginning in early 1999, project staff will prepare a
training curriculum for research on sociocultural and gender
issues in reproductive health; conduct a short-term training
course for researchers; select and prepare research proposals;
carry out the research in four regions; and disseminate the
findings for use in policy-making and programming.

Reproductive health effects of 
gender-based violence

One of the major gender-related issues highlighted during
1998 was violence against women. UNFPA issued a programme
advisory note that aimed to raise awareness of the pervasiveness
of gender-based violence as well as the specific effects it has on
reproductive health.  The note also pointed to directions that
programmes need to take to enable women and girls to live free
of violence.

The programme advisory note examined the reproductive
and sexual health consequences of gender-based violence at var-
ious stages of the victim's life cycle.  It also analysed the effects
of such violence on reproductive health-related choices and
decisions.  For example, gender-based violence has a direct
effect on women's ability to exercise autonomy in the use of
reproductive health services.  It also limits their ability to pro-
tect themselves from HIV infection and STDs.  The treatment of
the effects of such violence imposes additional demands on
health-care systems and thus represents a hidden and costly
burden on these systems.

The note identified strategic entry points within UNFPA's
three core programme areas, using UNFPA projects as innova-
tive examples of ways to meet the major challenges to
addressing gender-based violence in each programme area.  In
the area of reproductive health, for example, the note looked at
ways to develop a nationwide, institutionalized approach to the
problem.  Such an approach would promote partnerships with

community constituencies, involve men and youth, and reach
out to community-based workers.  In the area of population and
development strategies, data collection and research stand out
as entry points for providing essential support to the work on
gender-based violence.  So do developing national strategies on
gender equality and equity and promoting women's participa-
tion in public life.  Advocacy is a critical tool in lifting the
secrecy and denial that often shroud the problem of gender-
based violence; advocacy efforts must therefore focus on
building constituencies, effecting legal reform, enforcing laws
and fostering empowerment.

As part of its series of advocacy booklets, UNFPA produced,
and distributed widely, a publication entitled "Violence Against
Girls and Women: A Public Health Priority", which was based
on the programme advisory note.

Country-level initiatives. The experience of Uganda's
REACH programme in reducing female genital mutilation in
the district of Kapchorwa was highlighted at the Kampala
round table.  Lessons from the Kapchorwa experience were
gleaned for the benefit of other countries.  The programme's
success, which was accomplished in a mere two years, led to the
Sabiny Elders' Association being awarded the 1998 Population
Award.  Four elements were critical to this success: the pro-
gramme enlisted the support of elders at the beginning of the
campaign; it was able to separate FGM from the cultural values
it was supposed to serve; it proposed alternative activities to sus-
tain those ideals; and it reached out to the custodians of
community ethics.  The success of the programme was in dra-
matic contrast to the results of a 1989 effort to outlaw the
practice.  The earlier effort had led to an increase in the rate of
female circumcision in Kapchorwa District as a reaction to
what was perceived as outside interference.
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A Croatian doctor cares for a baby abandoned by his mother, a rape
victim. UNFPA programmes address the reproductive health effects
of such gender-based violence.
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In Burkina Faso, on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a campaign was
launched to combat violence against women.  The campaign
included a wide variety of advocacy activities.  On 2 December,
the Government presented the results of a study on domestic
violence against women. The study, which presented evidence
regarding the extent of such violence, also analysed its causes
and consequences.  This followed two previous studies, one on
sexual violence against girls in schools and one on forced mar-
riage.  In May and June, the Government held five days of
seminars with journalists to study communications strategies
for combating female genital mutilation.

Panama also used the window of opportunity provided by
the 50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights to launch an inter-agency campaign entitled "A life free
of violence: It's our right".  This topic was discussed in meet-
ings with women's NGOs and with the mass media, as well as
in the ongoing consultative process to prepare the five-year
National Plan of Action for reproductive and sexual health.

In the Philippines, the integrated package of reproductive
health services in Nueva Vizcaya Province contains a social
component to address violence against women.  The compo-
nent, which is being managed by the Provincial Social Welfare
Development Office, employs a multisectoral task force invol-
ving such agencies as the social welfare office, the provincial
health board, the provincial police office and selected local
NGOs.

In Nepal, the Ministry of Women and Social Welfare drafted
a bill to protect women against domestic violence.  The bill
proposes the establishment of a Family Court to deal with
such violence.  Violence against women was also the focus of
advocacy activities carried out by various women's groups,
NGOs and women journalists.  Moreover, the Minister for
Women and Social Welfare addressed a two-day workshop
organized by Tribhuvan University on gender equality and
changing society.

Male involvement

Numerous activities focused on male involvement and male
responsibility during 1998.  For example, from 20 March to 3
April, the first conference in francophone African countries on
the subject of male participation was held in Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso.  The conference focused on identifying barriers
to the participation of men in reproductive health and on devel-
oping strategies and action plans to overcome those barriers.
Representatives from 15 countries took part in the conference,
which concluded with the adoption of the "Ouagadougou
Declaration".

A regional conference in Santiago, Chile, discussed how men
see male sexuality, identity and power.  The June conference,
entitled "Gender Equity in Latin America and the Caribbean:
Challenges for Male Identities", was organized to promote a
region-wide examination of male identities, gender equity,
power systems, and sexual and reproductive health and rights.

In Zambia, a study on male involvement was carried out with
the aim of producing IEC materials and providing a basis for
training service providers.  In Sri Lanka, two workshops were
conducted with NGOs and government service delivery person-
nel on how to incorporate male participation into the national
reproductive health programme.  In Nepal, information on gen-
der equality and male responsibility was included in the
orientation of newly elected local leaders, and male responsibi-
lity was promoted in a radio programme.
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These masked women from Lesotho are participants in a ceremony celebrating female genital mutilation, a harmful traditional prac tice that is
the target of UNFPA advocacy efforts.
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The success of  UNFPA programmes depends upon numerous
activities. The Fund's Global Initiative on Contraceptive
Requirements and Logistics Management Needs, for example,
builds nations' capacities to manage and distribute reproduc-
tive health commodities. It does so by coordinating donor
support, strengthening national logistics systems and improv-
ing the flow of reproductive health commodities to developing
countries.  Another important activity is the Fund's staff train-
ing programme, which trains field staff in the financial
management of UNFPA programmes as well as in the "logical
framework technique," a step-by-step guide to the programming
process.  Coordination and collaboration activities, which con-
tinued to be expanded during the year, are also key to
programme effectiveness, as are monitoring and evaluation
exercises.  During 1998, the Fund moved from a system of proj-
ect-focused reviews to one that emphasizes subprogramme and
programme-level reviews.  This transition was accompanied by
an increase in allocations for external evaluations of UNFPA-
supported projects.

CONTRACEPTIVE REQUIREMENTS AND
LOGISTICS MANAGEMENT NEEDS

The Global Initiative on Contraceptive Requirements and
Logistics Management Needs was established in 1992 with sup-
port from donors and international agencies. Since then, the
initiative has addressed a wide range of global as well as country-
specific needs.  During 1998, it focused on the following priority
areas: national capacity-building in the areas of logistics man-
agement and distribution of reproductive health commodities;
donor coordination and advocacy to improve the supply of
reproductive health commodities; and sustainability of contra-
ceptive and reproductive health commodities, to be achieved in
part through collaboration with the for-profit sectors in develop-
ing countries.  

The Global Initiative, together with UNFPA country offices
and Country Support Teams, contributes to national capacity-
building in a variety of ways. For example, it provides technical
support for logistics management, strategy development work-
shops and in-depth studies on contraceptive requirements and
logistics management needs.

In 1998, such studies were conducted in Turkey, Viet Nam
and Zimbabwe.  The studies' reports helped identify contracep-
tive needs and determine national capacity to meet those needs.
In Viet Nam, the report was used to generate donor resources to
meet urgent contraceptive requirements, while Turkey's report
made recommendations for cost-recovery mechanisms.  In
Zimbabwe, the report drew attention to long-term contracep-
tive needs.

The logistics management training and strategy development
workshops held in Santiago, Chile, and Kampala, Uganda, each
included participants from five to six countries. At the work-
shops, which offered participants a forum for developing
logistics management strategies, particular attention was paid
to the effects of health-sector reform upon the distribution 
and sustainability of reproductive health commodities.  The 
"recommendations matrix" developed in 1998 is being used to
monitor follow-up regarding the implementation of workshop
strategies and the carrying out of study recommendations.

Coordinating donor support is a crucial part of strengthening
national logistics systems and  improving the flow of reproductive
health commodities to developing countries.  The major donors
of contraceptive commodities are represented in the Working
Group that supervises the Global Initiative.  The Working Group's
periodic meetings during 1998 provided opportunities to discuss
current and future commodity provision; they also contributed to
better planning and coordination among donors. An annual
report, Donor Support for Contraceptive Commodities, which is

compiled by UNFPA from data supplied by donors, provides
details on the quantities, types and costs of contraceptives pro-
vided to developing countries and countries with economies in
transition.  The report, available on the UNFPA Web site, also
analyses donor activities aimed at strengthening in-country logis-
tics systems.   

Programme sustainability is a major goal of the UNFPA pri-
vate-sector initiative. The initiative, which was launched in 1997,
works with the for-profit private sector and non-governmental
organizations in developing countries to increase access to
affordably priced commercial reproductive health products and
services. In so doing, the initiative frees up public-sector resources,
which can then be used to serve the needs of population groups
unable to pay full price for such products and services. 

A meeting held during 1998 reviewed progress on the private-
sector initiative. Gathering at the Rockefeller Study and
Conference Center, in Bellagio, Italy, from 16 to 20 November,
the participants agreed that the initiative needed to be strength-
ened in a number of areas, including demand creation, public
policy and donor coordination. They recommended that
UNFPA continue to support further exploration of the initiative
in selected countries. Six missions were fielded in 1998, to
Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, South Africa and Thailand.
Egypt, Ghana and India in particular have shown considerable
interest in the initiative. It is expected that affordable, commer-
cial contraceptive products will become more widely accessible
in these and other countries, as governments forge new part-
nerships with the private sector.  

In 1998, the Global Initiative produced a draft report on global
requirements for reproductive health commodities.  The draft
expanded on a previous report entitled Contraceptive Use and
Commodity Costs in Developing Countries, 1994-2005.  The new

In Indonesia, home of this nursing mother, UNFPA is helping the
Government forge partnerships with the private sector to improve
access to affordable contraceptives.
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report analyses the financial implications of meeting projected
reproductive health commodity needs through the year 2015.  It
estimates an annual financial requirement of $8.4 billion for
reproductive health commodities in the year 2000, with the
requirement rising to $9.6 billion by 2015.  Contraceptive costs
make up about 10 per cent of the estimated total; commodities
for antenatal and normal-delivery care constitute about 40 per
cent; commodities for treatment of pregnancy-related com-
plications about 25 per cent; and commodities for the treatment
of reproductive tract infections the remaining 25 per cent.

Aiming to strengthen the logistics management capacity of
countries with UNFPA-supported programmes, the Global
Initiative has prepared revised guidelines for logistics managers.
The document, which provides checklists for the procurement
and resupply of commodities, will help supply managers for
UNFPA country programmes select the right products, at the
right time, and at the right price.  In addition, the UNFPA
Procurement Unit has prepared guidelines to facilitate procure-
ment by the World Bank and other agencies using UNFPA
procurement services.  When country programmes are being
prepared, the Global Initiative staff collaborate with staff from
the relevant UNFPA Geographical Division to estimate resource
allocations for reproductive health commodities.  Working
closely with the Fund's Global Contraceptive Commodity
Programme (GCCP), the Global Initiative is strengthening its
mechanisms to provide follow-up technical support to countries
experiencing shortages due to logistics problems.

The Global Initiative has helped build national capacities and
strengthen national logistics systems in a variety of ways. For
example, participants at the logistics management training and
strategy development workshop in Santiago developed a plan to
establish an interactive computer network to share their best,
most successful practices, as well as the most valuable lessons
learned, with logistics experts in the region.  The network is
expected to strengthen national capacities by developing
regional expertise in managing reproductive health commodi-

ties. In India, the Global Initiative recently helped bring
together the Government, donors and contraceptive man-
ufacturers. The participants discussed ways to strengthen
cooperative efforts between the public and private sectors, with
a view towards expanding the availability of oral contraceptives.
Based on the Global Initiative missions' predictions of immi-
nent contraceptive shortages in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and
Viet Nam, the respective Governments decided to establish
and/or strengthen national logistics systems to reduce the like-
lihood of future shortages.

In 1998, countries with UNFPA-assisted programmes con-
tinued to utilize services provided through the GCCP.  The
GCCP was established in 1997, in response to decision 96/3 of
the Executive Board.  During 1998, the GCCP expanded stock
holdings to include not only condoms, but also oral contracep-
tives and intra-uterine devices (IUDs).  Oral contraceptives
were added due to the lengthy lead times being experienced in
obtaining some of those products, and IUDs were added to
secure the remaining production of a manufacturer that was
ceasing operations.  During the year, UNFPA supplied over 2
million gross of condoms under the GCCP, to a total of 13
countries.

During 1998, UNFPA worked with the Inter-Agency Working
Group on Reproductive Health in Refugee Situations to develop
a set of kits containing essential drugs, basic equipment and
contraceptives.  Such cooperation is in keeping with the recom-
mendations of ICPD, which stressed the importance of
reproductive health programmes in emergency as well as non-
emergency situations. The kits were incorporated into the
GCCP at the beginning of 1998, with UNFPA initially setting up
a stockpile valued at $500,000.  However, a succession of crises
around the world during the year resulted in UNFPA’s providing
a total of nearly 2,000 kits (totalling $1.7 million) to 15 coun-
tries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Comoros, Republic of the
Congo, Eritrea, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Nicaragua, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, Senegal
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The status of girls and women has a direct effect upon the success of reproductive health programmes and UNFPA-supported projects.
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and Uganda.  Anticipating continued high demand, UNFPA is
increasing the stockpile of kits currently maintained at a central
location in Europe, in the Netherlands, with a total value of 
$1.5 million.

TRAINING

The UNFPA staff training programme for 1998 was based in
part on a review of training needs as expressed by a cross-sec-
tion of staff members.  As in previous years, emphasis was on
the training of field staff.  Staff members also received training
on the logical framework (logframe) analysis methodology,
which was initiated in 1997.  In addition, UNFPA's Training
Branch and Country Support Teams both continued to conduct
regional workshops on the logframe.   

An internal evaluation of the 1997 logframe training work-
shops was completed.  Workshop participants, the evaluation
found, appreciated the fact that the training focused on explain-
ing how the term logical framework, as used in the new
programming guidelines, described an entire process  — start-
ing with problem analysis and going on to the systematic
planning of interventions, determination of indicators to mea-
sure results, and monitoring and evaluation.  The training, they
agreed, clarified how the matrix serves as a tool in the pro-
gramming process. Workshop attendees noted the value of
using the logframe matrix to distinguish between what UNFPA
could deliver at the end of a country programme (i.e., outputs)
and its contribution to the achievement of overall goals and
what other development partners could deliver and contribute. 

The evaluation also found room for improvement.  Logframe
training materials could, it was agreed, be more user-friendly.  It
was also pointed out that the logframe matrix relied heavily on
indicators to measure results, which may prove problematic in
countries with inadequate baseline data.  In response to the
evaluation's findings, the workshops' curriculum and training
materials were revised and updated. 

At the regional level, workshops were conducted on finance
management, including on the use of the UNFPA Integrated
Field Office System (UNIFOS).  Several in-region exchanges of
national staff between various field offices were undertaken.  It
was reported that the staff exchanges provided excellent oppor-
tunities for capacity-building, sharing of experiences, orienting
new staff to the Fund's operational activities, and familiarizing
them with the day-to-day work in a field office.  In addition, the
staff exchanges provided the opportunity to draw on the experi-
ence of the more senior national staff and enrol them as
trainers.  UNFPA also continued to support the participation of
staff members in the inter-agency workshops organized by the
United Nations Staff College in Turin, Italy. 

All headquarters-based staff were briefed on UNFPA's new
programming procedures.  In addition, there were briefing ses-
sions on the Fund's core programme areas. Selected staff
participated in workshops on the logframe, as well as on results-
based monitoring and evaluation.  All headquarters staff had
the opportunity to attend training sessions on new office
automation software, Microsoft Office 97.  Some staff members
also participated in short courses, conducted by external insti-
tutions, on supervisory skills, communication skills, writing
skills and stress management. 

During 1998 UNFPA worked on creating a learning-oriented
culture within the organization.  Its efforts were in line with the
recommendations of the external evaluation of the Fund's staff
training programme for the period 1992-1996.  The Fund rein-
forced the role of managers and supervisors as on-the-job
coaches.  The new guidelines on staff training and development
require managers and supervisors to foster an environment con-
ducive to learning, to provide constant mentoring and to assess
the impact of structured training on their staff's performances.

Several initiatives to promote self-learning were also
launched.  A pilot exercise on computer-based training on finan-
cial rules and procedures relating to projects was completed
and field-tested in the regional finance management/UNIFOS
workshops conducted in Malaysia and Peru.  CD-ROMs on that
subject as well as on programming procedures will soon be
made available Fund-wide. Staff were informed of distance
learning opportunities, such as the nine-month "Capable
Manager" programme offered by the United Kingdom's Open
University, which was completed by four staff members.
Fostering self-learning will continue to be a UNFPA priority.

COORDINATION AND COLLABORATION

During the year, UNFPA expanded partnerships, both within
and outside of the United Nations.  The Fund worked especially
closely with UNAIDS, coordinating its HIV/AIDS-prevention
activities through UNAIDS theme groups and serving as chair
of the groups in 13 countries.  Stepping up its cooperation with
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNFPA
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with that organiza-
tion.  The Fund expanded its collaboration with a number of
other partners as well, including the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies; 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM); the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation; the Com-
monwealth Secretariat; and Rotary International. To facilitate
implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action, efforts were
made to expand cooperation with the European Union.   

UNFPA also enhanced its cooperation with the Organization
of the Islamic Conference (OIC), with which it signed a
Memorandum of Understanding.  UNPFA and the OIC agreed to
initiate cooperative activities and to explore the possibility of
convening high-level meetings aimed at identifying specific
areas for technical cooperation, such as reproductive health,
family life education and population censuses and surveys.
UNFPA Country Support Teams, it was agreed, would provide
technical support to help the OIC General-Secretariat strengthen
its capacity to formulate population-related policies and under-
take relevant data compilation, processing and analysis. 

Cooperating with United Nations reforms at the country,
regional and global levels, UNFPA participated in the relevant
efforts of the United Nations Development Group (UNDG) and
its Executive Committee.  The Fund's commitment to the
reform process paralleled its resolve to ensure that coordination
is pursued as a means to more effective programmes and better
and more timely service delivery.  UNFPA participated in the
efforts of UNDG to implement the Action Plan of the United
Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), pro-
ducing, among other things, guidelines for the Common
Country Assessment (CCA) and UNDAF.  Moreover, the Fund
served on the inter-agency team that carried out the assessment
of the pilot phase of UNDAF.  UNFPA also simplified its own
programming processes and produced new programme guide-
lines to avoid duplications with those processes being put into
place under the Secretary-General's reform initiative.

In July, UNFPA participated in the first meeting ever of the
WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA Coordinating Committee on Health,
which was held at WHO headquarters in Geneva.  The commit-
tee reviewed the status of programming in such areas as the
reduction of maternal mortality, vitamin A deficiency and ado-
lescent reproductive health, and agreed on actions aimed at
accelerating programming in these areas.

Specifically, the three organizations agreed to work together,
on the basis of a recently finalized WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA/World
Bank joint statement on maternal mortality, to reduce maternal
mortality within the context of a reproductive health approach.
They also agreed that, given the diverse nature of the issues 
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concerning adolescent reproductive health, multi-agency
involvement in this area was especially important at the 
country level.  Moreover, better inter-agency collaboration and
the pooling of technical resources were urgently needed at the
regional level. The common agenda agreed to by WHO, UNICEF
and UNFPA would serve as the basis for action. The committee
also called for close cooperation with the World Bank and 
welcomed the Bank's informal participation on specific agenda
items in future committee meetings.

During 1998, there was increasing collaboration between
UNFPA and the World Bank, both at the headquarters and field
levels.  The annual meeting of senior officials from the two insti-
tutions reviewed cooperation to date and identified areas for
future collaboration.  The World Bank Vice President for the
Human Development Network and the UNFPA Deputy
Executive Director (Programme) addressed operational and
sectoral collaboration and advocacy initiatives that would be
pursued in the coming years.

UNFPA's geographical divisions and their regional counter-
parts in the World Bank consult on a regular basis.  When
UNFPA Country Representatives come to headquarters, they
visit the World Bank to discuss programme issues at the coun-
try level.  In the field, UNFPA Representatives regularly consult
with their World Bank counterparts, giving particular attention
to collaborative opportunities in the context of the Bank's
Country Assistance Strategy and the Fund's Country Population
Assessment.

In November 1998, the Africa Division of UNFPA and the
Africa Region of the World Bank met at World Bank headquar-
ters to share information on recent or upcoming activities and
to identify countries for UNFPA-World Bank collaborative
efforts.  The participants selected Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea and
Uganda as priority countries for concerted collaboration, and

they identified three priority issues: maternal mortality reduc-
tion, adolescent reproductive health and HIV/AIDS.  They
agreed to strengthen collaboration in these areas by improving
the use of communications technologies; enhancing and shar-
ing databases, including indicators; collaborating on financing
censuses; sharing knowledge on thematic issues; carrying out
extended missions to share technical capacity; maintaining con-
tact between the World Bank and UNFPA Country Support
Teams; increasing technical discussions, including on procure-
ment, at the headquarters level; exploring field-level
collaboration in such areas as financing the development of
health infrastructure; and concentrating on capacity-building,
sustainability and health-sector reform.

The Fund's Africa Division and Asia and Pacific Division con-
sulted during the year with the regional development banks 
in their respective regions. Moreover, the Bretton Woods
Institutions and regional development banks have taken part in
the ICPD+5 process.  The World Bank participated in a number
of UNFPA-supported technical meetings and in The Hague
Forum, and the Inter-American Development Bank participated
in the Symposium on Population Change and Economic
Development held in Bellagio, Italy.

In terms of common initiatives, UNFPA and the World Bank
work closely on a number of activities (e.g., Global Initiative on
Contraceptive Requirements and Logistics Management;
Partners in Population and Development).  The two organiza-
tions cooperated, for example, in the area of logistics and
procurement.  The World Bank has called upon the Fund to pro-
cure contraceptives and medical supplies for several countries,
and UNFPA has assumed responsibility for logistics and sup-
plies in the Bank's sectoral missions. 

The two institutions accord high priority to implementing the
Safe Motherhood Initiative, which is key to the attainment of
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UNFPA works with other development organizations to enhance donor collaboration in education, health and other social sectors.
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mortality goals set by the ICPD Programme of Action.  Nineteen
ninety-eight marked the initiative's 10th anniversary, and both
the Fund and the Bank participated in meetings that reviewed
the decade of experience and charted new directions.

The World Bank and UNFPA also consult regularly on policy
matters.  There have been frequent exchanges pertaining to
health-sector reform, particularly with respect to sector-wide
approaches. UNFPA drew on the Bank's experience with such
approaches, and the Bank provided valuable comments on early
drafts of the report on this topic that UNFPA submitted to the
Executive Board at its second regular session in April 1999. 

Both organizations are working to strengthen country-level
capacity in the area of population and reproductive health.  To
this end, UNFPA is a co-sponsor of a World Bank's training pro-
gramme. The Bank's Economic Development Institute has
taken the lead, in concert with other donors, in designing a
training programme geared towards meeting country-level con-
cerns in the implementation of the reproductive health
approach.  Participants include programme officials and repre-
sentatives of civil society.  The seminars focus on practical,
operational concerns and draw extensively on country experi-
ences. UNFPA has helped develop the programme's curriculum,
underscoring the need to integrate gender concerns into the
training protocol.  Two training seminars took place during 
the past year — one in April in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and one 
in September in Nairobi, Kenya. Another seminar, for fran-
cophone African countries, was scheduled to take place in
Dakar, Senegal, in May 1999.  UNFPA, which has provided sup-
port for participants from developing countries to attend these
training sessions, has been pleased with the positive response.    

UNFPA participates in the World Bank Human Development
Week, which provides a forum for Bank staff and representa-
tives from  population and development organizations to share

experiences about work in the social sector.  UNFPA took part
in the event and provided suggestions for the 1999 session,
which will offer a module on Health, Nutrition and Population
focusing on health promotion; equity and health-sector reform;
adolescent health; and poverty, equity and health.

In January 1999, the Fund participated in a regional meeting in
Bangkok, Thailand, on the social implications of  the Asian finan-
cial crisis.  The meeting, organized by the World Bank, was
attended by more than 200 senior-level delegates.  The meeting
aimed to promote a deeper understanding of the social impact of
the crisis; to identify new initiatives to advance social develop-
ment; and to consider issues related to operational coordination
and partnerships. UNFPA participated in the plenary discussion
as well as in the Working Group on Maintaining Basic Social
Services.  The Working Group addressed such issues as the con-
tent of basic social services; the impact of crises on social services
and how those crises should be addressed;  the effective targeting
of interventions; the maintaining and improving of funding for
social services; and the importance of successful partnerships in
designing and implementing social services.   

Advocacy was a major focus of the 1998 meeting between
senior officials of the World Bank and UNFPA.  It was agreed
that the Bank would act as an advocate for population issues
and  linkages, both within the organization itself and in its
external policy statements. As UNFPA pointed out at the
meeting, the inclusion of population messages in World
Bank statements to the economic and financial community
would heighten awareness of population-related concerns.
For its part, UNFPA agreed to craft population messages to
make them more responsive to the needs and interests of
economists.

A significant step in this direction was the Symposium on
Population Change and Economic Development, held in
Bellagio, Italy, in November 1998. The World Bank took an
active role in this meeting, which examined the effects of ferti-
lity decline and other demographic changes on poverty and
inequality as well as the effects of population growth on the sus-
tainability of natural resources.  The report of this meeting is
being widely circulated to audiences concerned with population
and/or economic development.

In 1998, the World Bank continued to participate in the Task
Force for Basic Social Services for All (BSSA) and in the
ICPD+5 review process.  With the World Bank in the lead role,
the BSSA Task Force issued its final output, a monograph enti-
tled Coordinating External Assistance to the Social Sector:
Lessons from Bangladesh, Kenya and Peru.  This review seeks to
derive lessons from past experiences and to spotlight the best,
most successful practices, with a view towards enhancing donor
collaboration in health, education and other social sector activ-
ities.   Within the United Nations Development Group (UNDG),
UNFPA participates in the Task Force on the Bretton Woods
Institutions, which seeks to strengthen sectoral and operational
collaboration and to nurture greater cooperation in the area of
knowledge management.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Nineteen ninety-eight was the first year that UNFPA's new
monitoring and evaluation guidelines were applied.  It was
therefore a year of transition from the old system of project-
focused reviews to one that emphasizes subprogramme and
programme-level reviews.  Under the new guidelines, annual
project reports are prepared for each project, and these reports
in turn serve as inputs to subprogramme reviews. Some UNFPA
Representatives still chose to convene project review meetings
for a more in-depth review of project implementation, while
emphasizing issues of coordination and complementarity at the
subprogramme level.
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A Bolivian child enjoying a meal. Nutrition, health and population
were among the topics discussed during the World Bank's Human
Development Week.
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Allocations for external evaluation of UNFPA-supported proj-
ects continued to increase in 1998.  These resources were used to
support either mid-term or end-of-project evaluations.  Such eval-
uations were undertaken by national and/or international
consultants or by UNFPA Country Support Team advisers, or by
a combination of the two.  The most significant increase occurred
in the evaluation of interregional programmes, because the
review and assessment process related to the preparation of the
next cycle of intercountry programmes.  Following are some of
the highlights of interregional programme evaluations.

JOICFP-executed projects

A major interregional project executed by the Japanese
Organization for International Cooperation in Family Planning,
Inc. (JOICFP), was evaluated in 1998. The project aimed to pro-
vide technical and managerial support for integrated
reproductive health/family planning projects.

The evaluation focused on the adequacy, appropriateness and
timeliness of JOICFP inputs, as well as on the impact and effec-
tiveness of these inputs on country projects.  The JOICFP
programme, the evaluation found, has expanded its scope from
a narrow focus on parasite detection and control to a broader
reproductive health approach in line with the ICPD concept.
There has also been notable success in supporting and sustain-
ing community mobilization efforts in such areas as
refurbishing health facilities and community centres, carrying
out vaccination and sanitation campaigns, and implementing
income-generation activities.  The technical expertise of JOICFP
in the area of information, education and communication acti-
vities has benefited many developing countries, particularly in
terms of using innovative and popular channels for communi-
cation.  Also successful were the project's training and human
resource development activities, which have nurtured capacity-
building, particularly in the area of health at the local level.
Though JOICFP's advocacy efforts have attracted financial con-
tributions and materials support for national projects from
various Japanese sources, sustainability is still a concern.  The
evaluation suggested a number of ways, including the use of
cost-sharing modalities, community-level interventions could
be made more sustainable.   

Another JOICFP-executed interregional project, "Information
Campaigns for International Cooperation in Population and
Reproductive Health", was evaluated by an  independent con-
sultant in 1998.  The consultant focused on two of its
publications — JOICFP News and Integration — as well as on
the Japanese-language version of UNFPA's State of World
Population report and on the JOICFP-sponsored annual Special
Symposium and Mass Media Study Tour.  The results of the
evaluation were largely positive.  The production process was
found to be generally efficient and timely.  Printing and distrib-
ution expenses are reasonable, in part because of effective
cost-saving measures. Highly valued by readers, the publica-
tions are often used in developing reproductive health
programmes and IEC training materials. There was room for
improvement, however: the evaluation recommended that
efforts be made to increase distribution and expand global cov-
erage of the publications; to expand the scope and content of
information on the JOICFP Web site; and to explore mecha-
nisms to encourage greater dialogue with readers.

Centres of Excellence for South to South
Cooperation

A mid-term evaluation was conducted in 1998 to assess the
programme and administration  of the Centre of Excellence for
South to South Cooperation in Tunisia.  Recommendations
were then made for the second half of the execution period. 

The evaluation found that training modules are well devel-
oped, with clearly defined goals and objectives, and trainees are

well grounded in both theory and practice.  Participants from
African countries find the course on gender, population and
development to be very useful.  Also worthwhile are the visits to
rural Tunisian clinics, especially since the selected sites have
similarities with many parts of rural Africa.  Some participants,
however, indicated that the political and administrative envi-
ronments in their countries are not favourable to reproductive
health/family planning programmes; they therefore foresee dif-
ficulties in readily transferring technology and organizational
aspects essential to programme execution. 

The evaluation's report made a number of recommendations
regarding the training programme.  For example, it suggested
that the number of courses that are academically as opposed to
operationally oriented be reduced.  Moreover, adolescent repro-
ductive health should be addressed more comprehensively in
the relevant modules, including those dealing with the preven-
tion of sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. The
report also recommended closer collaboration with NGOs, par-
ticularly in addressing issues relating to adolescent sexual and
reproductive health.  More courses that are relevant to Arab
participants should be offered, the evaluation found, and more
assistance should be provided to participants from sub-Saharan
Africa whose mother tongue is neither Arabic nor French.  And
finally, a communication channel should be developed, initially
through the Internet, so that the various Centres of Excellence
can share expertise and experiences.

A mid-term evaluation of the project in support of the Centre
of Excellence for South to South Cooperation in Mexico was also
undertaken.  In general, the evaluation's findings were positive.
It found a commitment to sustaining the Centre's programme
and to sharing knowledge and skills with other countries in the
region regarding integrated reproductive health programmes.
Most of the collaborating institutions were found to have hands-
on experience and served as good models for programme
participants from the Latin America and Caribbean region, par-
ticularly in regard to collaboration between governmental and
non-governmental organizations.  There was evidence of a con-
tinuing effort to intensify institutional links between sending
countries and the Centre, and increased attention is being
devoted to tailoring the training programmes to the expressed
needs of the sending institutions and individual participants.

The findings and recommendations of these various evalua-
tions are under review.  They will be taken into account in the
preparation of the next four-year intercountry programme,
which will be submitted  to the Executive Board for approval.

Safe motherhood projects

A thematic evaluation of UNFPA-supported safe motherhood
strategies was completed in 1998.  This evaluation was based on
a sample of UNFPA-supported projects in seven countries —
Bangladesh, Guatemala, Morocco, the Niger, the Philippines,
Senegal and the United Republic of Tanzania.  These nations
represent a wide range of country situations and experiences in
implementing projects designed to reduce maternal mortality
and morbidity.  Diagnostic factors for each case study were
identified, and data were collected in-country by an evaluation
team composed of a national and an international consultant.

The evaluation found that all projects reviewed responded to
national concerns about high levels of maternal mortality.  At the
same time, even though all projects responded to a national pri-
ority and were relevant in a broad context, they were based on
national-level data rather than on assessments of needs at the
local level.  As a result, the projects did not address clearly defined
local problems.  Thus, even though most of the projects focused
on specific regions or districts, the strategies did not address the
particular causes of maternal deaths in those selected areas.  The
evaluation therefore recommended that formal needs assess-
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ments, based on the causes of maternal deaths at the local level,
be an integral component of the project formulation.

The strategies chosen to reduce maternal mortality, the eva-
luation found, were not necessarily the most effective ones.  For
example, all of the projects promoted antenatal care as part of
their safe motherhood strategies, even though evidence shows
that antenatal care to detect pregnancy-related complications,
in and of itself, cannot bring about significant reductions in
maternal mortality, since every pregnancy involves risk.  Also,
four of the seven projects had training programmes for tradi-
tional birth attendants.  It is now recognized that TBAs alone
cannot substantially reduce maternal mortality.  If TBAs are to
be involved in the provision of maternity care, linkages between
them and the formal health system must be established or
strengthened.

Monitoring at the central level occurred regularly for almost
all the projects reviewed.  Monitoring at lower levels, however,
was often neglected.  This hampered the ability of the project
management team to conduct in-depth technical analyses.
Overall, the evaluation found that project personnel focused
most of their time and effort on ensuring that the activities were
carried out rather than on assessing whether the activities
implemented were actually improving maternal health care.

Since most projects did not identify indicators to determine
the effectiveness of the selected strategy, there was insufficient
information to show whether activities had achieved the
intended results. The evaluation did show that in most cases
there had been an increase in the provision of different maternal
health services.  However, it was not possible, with the exception
of the Bangladesh project, to determine whether the increase
was a result of the UNFPA-supported activities.

The evaluation recommended that project managers identify
indicators that can provide information on the progress made
in implementing the selected strategy and regularly collect data
at the levels where activities are conducted.  Such information
should be used at local and central levels to resolve problems,
assess progress in preventing maternal deaths and determine
policies related to maternity care.  In addition, the evaluation
underscored the importance of process indicators. The indica-
tors selected should be practical, operationally significant, and
based on available and reliable data.

The evaluation found that although the Safe Motherhood
Initiative is conceptually a concerted effort involving a variety of
agencies, the projects studied either were conducted in isolation
or were not coordinated with other projects.  Moreover, none of
the projects provided for a review of the status of maternal mor-
tality in partnership with other agencies.  The evaluation
underscored the crucial importance of partnerships among
agencies, donors and national governments to the success of
safe motherhood programmes, since no one organization can
by itself bring about a decrease in maternal mortality.

The outcome of the thematic evaluation was reviewed by the
UNFPA Policy and Planning Committee, which endorsed its re-
commendations.  It was decided that advisory notes on how to
integrate safe motherhood interventions into reproductive
health programmes would be prepared on the basis of the
lessons learned from the evaluation.

HIV/AIDS-prevention interventions

In 1998, a major thematic evaluation of UNFPA support to
HIV/AIDS-related interventions was completed.  The evaluation
assessed the relevance, effectiveness, efficiency and sustainabi-
lity of strategies and modalities of recent UNFPA support.  Seven
countries — Côte d'Ivoire, the Dominican Republic, Indonesia,
Kenya, the Sudan, Thailand and Uganda —  and an additional
seven specific projects were selected as case studies.  The coun-
try cases were examined at both the country and project levels.
At the country level, the focus was on approaches to integrate
support of HIV/AIDS interventions; linkages among projects;
programme management; coordination; and programme perfor-
mance.  At the project level, specific strategies and modalities of
HIV/AIDS intervention were examined, as were their design,
delivery process, performance and sustainability.

The evaluation found that UNFPA has provided effective leader-
ship in some countries, encouraging inter-agency collaboration
and influencing government policy and strategies on HIV/AIDS.
In addition to interventions aimed at women of reproductive age,
UNFPA has developed and funded innovative programmes tar-
geted at young people, sex workers,  people living with HIV/AIDS,
soldiers and truck drivers.  Services and information were deliv-
ered through a wide range of channels, including maternal and
child health/family planning (MCH/FP) service and information
providers, youth centres, condom social marketing, community-
based distributors,  agricultural extension workers, barbers, peer
educators and radio programmes.

The interventions targeting at-risk groups, however, tended to
be few and reached relatively few people.  Also, baseline studies,
performance indicators and cost-effectiveness were seldom
taken into account at the design stage to facilitate replication
and sustainability.  This resulted in missed opportunities to
derive lessons for future programming.  Attempts to integrate
HIV/AIDS components into programmes and projects did not
always give due consideration to issues related to human sex-
uality and gender issues or to potential obstacles to planned
interventions.  Constraints to effective interventions included
the discomfort of service providers and clients in discussing sex-
ual issues, the low status of women, social stigmas concerning
condom promotion and use, and fragmented government struc-

A young woman proudly shows off her son in Morocco, where
UNFPA helped carry out a review of the progress in implementing
the ICPD Programme of Action's reproductive health approach.
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tures and programmes.  The effectiveness of IEC efforts was
limited, because they did not necessarily target groups most at
risk, nor were they designed specifically to bring about measur-
able changes in behaviour.

The evaluation found that UNFPA is well positioned within
the United Nations system to work on HIV/AIDS prevention, in
part because of its long-standing relationships with govern-
ments (particularly with health and population ministries).
Contributing to the relative strength of the UNFPA position is
the Fund's success as a global- and country-level advocate for
reproductive health issues.  Moreover, UNFPA is viewed as hav-
ing a comparative advantage in furthering understanding of
how HIV/AIDS impacts on women and in developing effective
programmes to help them.

Despite these advantages, in the past UNFPA programme devel-
opment and management had been adversely affected by the
Fund's technical and managerial limitations in the area of
HIV/AIDS.  The evaluation recommended that the awareness of
UNFPA staff be raised to ensure that HIV/AIDS prevention is not
simply an "add-on" but is integral to UNFPA programming.  The
Fund needs to build up its technical and programme expertise in
relation to HIV/AIDS, the evaluation found, so that it can be more
strategic and systematic in its programming.  In particular, UNFPA
needs to do a better job at integrating HIV/AIDS-prevention activi-
ties into reproductive health programmes to meet the needs of
women, who are its core constituency.  Efforts to empower women
to discuss sexual issues, including condom use, must be part of the
strategies to protect them against HIV infection.

The degree of UNFPA collaboration with other organizations
varied among the countries studied in the evaluation.  In this
context, the United Nations resident coordinator system's coun-
try-level theme groups on HIV/AIDS proved to be a potentially
useful mechanism for working with governments to develop
and implement more coherent programme interventions.
Currently, other donors and NGOs active in HIV/AIDS preven-
tion are not always a part of the theme groups.  To strengthen
the theme groups' effectiveness, it is necessary to broaden the
base of the groups and to move beyond mere information
exchange, to joint planning and programming.

The evaluation recommended that UNFPA continue to
develop partnerships with other organizations, including those
civil-society organizations that have comparative advantages in
reaching certain target groups.  The Fund should also seek out
financial institutions that can provide support to bring pilot
attempts to scale.

Logistics management needs to be strengthened, the evalua-
tion found, despite the fact that UNFPA procurement of
condoms has increased dramatically in recent years.  Condoms
are not always distributed to those who are most likely to be
infected and most likely to infect others.  Also, the fact that con-
doms offer double protection — from unwanted pregnancy and
HIV/AIDS — has not been aggressively promoted.

Evaluation results were reviewed by the UNFPA Policy and
Planning Committee, which decided that UNFPA operations
should incorporate its many recommendations.  Towards this
end, programme advisory notes will be prepared and dissemi-
nated to provide practical guidance for future programming.

Implementing the reproductive health approach

Country studies were conducted to assess the progress that
has been made in implementing the ICPD Programme of
Action's  reproductive health approach.  The studies focused on
the Fund's transition from a MCH/FP approach to a more com-
prehensive reproductive health orientation in service delivery.
Within this context, six principal areas were examined: the

country's policy and legal environment; management of the
country programme; access to and quality of services; IEC acti-
vities; integration of a gender perspective into all elements of
the programme; and the Fund's contribution to implementing
the reproductive health approach within the country. 

Between October and December, reviews were undertaken of
six countries: Burkina Faso, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, the
Philippines and Uganda.  Separate review teams were assembled
for each country study.  Each team consisted of three to four
national and international experts in health systems manage-
ment, public health, health education and communication.  The
teams reviewed documentation; interviewed Ministry of Health
managers and service providers at central and local levels,
NGOs, donors, and UNFPA country office staff; and collected
data according to guidelines prepared by the UNFPA Office of
Oversight and Evaluation.  A two-day meeting of the team lead-
ers of the country studies was held to synthesize the issues to be
included in a global report, which will be reviewed by the Fund's
Policy and Planning Committee in spring 1999.  The country-
level findings will be summarized in the global report.

Preliminary analysis of the findings of the country studies
indicates there are strengths as well as weaknesses in the Fund's
efforts to implement the reproductive health approach.  The
Fund's close ties to governments and its excellent relationship
with counterparts within those governments ensures that its
inputs are in concordance with national objectives. Its field
presence, coupled with its direct involvement with implemen-
ting agencies, usually enables the Fund to forge a strong
collaborative working relationship with its partners.  Moreover,
UNFPA is sensitive to local circumstances and open to exploring
different modalities for programme implementation and back-
stopping.

At the same time, the Fund's country offices are small and
generally lacking in technical reproductive health skills.  For
various reasons, insufficient use has been made of national
experts or institutions to provide technical backstopping.
Technical support provided by UNFPA Country Support Teams
has not always been sufficient, due to the short duration of the
advisers' visits and the high demands for the teams' reproduc-
tive health expertise.

The trend towards increased decentralization within govern-
ments has, the country studies found, posed additional
demands on UNFPA with respect to programme development
and management.  The Fund has had to deal with many more
implementing units, which are often geographically scattered
and staffed with individuals with limited experience in areas
like plan formulation, budgeting and monitoring.  At the same
time, it was found that coordination was better at the local level
than at the central level, both among government units and
among donors.

The review indicated that monitoring and evaluation efforts
were not always strategically planned.  There had been a ten-
dency to employ too many indicators at different levels rather
than identifying a set of core indicators.  While a number of
innovative pilot projects were initiated, these were not always
designed to serve operations research purposes, thus limiting
learning opportunities.

Sustainability of UNFPA inputs tended not to be given due
attention in programme planning, although decentralization
had led to more participatory approaches.  There was an
absence of long-term strategies for phasing out external inputs
through planned capacity development, gradual cost recovery
and formation of partnerships with the private sector or civil
society.  The review highlighted the advantages of a systems-
management approach to implementing reproductive health
programmes. 
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In light of its comprehensive scope, the review yielded much
valuable data.  The country studies highlighted many important
issues that merit attention in future programming. 

UNDAF assessment

The pilot phase of the United Nations Development
Assistance Framework (UNDAF) was assessed in 1998.  This
exercise was conducted by an inter-agency team composed of
10 assessors, with two each drawn from five agencies: UNDP,
UNICEF, UNFPA, the World Food Programme (WFP) and the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(DESA). The assessment was accomplished through an exhaus-
tive review of the documentation, interviews at agency
headquarters and with United Nations country teams, and 
visits to eight pilot countries. UNFPA contributed substantively
to the preparations for the assessment, including the drafting
of terms of reference, assessment tools and reports.  Its staff
participated as assessors in three of the eight country visits,
conducted interviews, reviewed documents and contributed 
to the final assessment report.  UNFPA field staff were among
the country team members invited to a workshop in Princeton,
New Jersey, in late September 1998.  Participants reviewed 
the assessment's various products and reported to the
Executive Committee of UNDG, which is deliberating the
future of UNDAF.

In August 1998, the Fund conducted an informal survey 
of the implications of the UNDAF pilot phase for UNFPA 
programming. The survey was conducted through a docu-
mentation review and through interviews with the UNFPA
Representative, Deputy Representative and/or Assistant
Representative in 16 of the 18 UNDAF pilot countries. The doc-
uments reviewed included the country programme documents,
the Common Country Assessment, where available, and
UNDAF in draft/final form. The findings of the survey are
summarized below.

In all cases, country offices reported full participation in the
UNDAF process.  Apart from attending the many meetings con-
vened for the purpose, UNFPA staff were members of technical
committees, theme groups and working groups that contributed
to the preparation of CCA and UNDAF.  This often entailed the
mobilization of the entire programme staff of the country office.
Except for two cases, Colombia and Zimbabwe, the workload
was reported  to be a heavy burden on the country office.  In 
five cases, UNFPA contributed to the cost of consultants.  Other
offices did not incur any financial costs as such.  All offices
emphasized the heavy cost in terms of staff time.

The progress towards coordination was more evident than
actual collaboration itself.  There was a consensus that the
UNDAF process had significantly improved information shar-
ing on programme initiatives and enriched United Nations
system meetings, which previously tended to focus almost
exclusively on administrative, logistic and security issues.  The
UNDAF process has provided a setting for identifying areas of
convergence among organizations and has highlighted the need
for harmonization and joint programming.  Overall, country
offices believed that the stage had been set for collaboration;
however, guidance is now needed on how to proceed so that the
momentum is not lost.

The majority of country offices reported that the CCA and
UNDAF processes had devoted  adequate attention to follow-up
of the recent United Nations global conferences.  For example,
the ICPD indicators were used in the preparation of CCAs.

Most country offices reported that the resource framework
had not yet been completed and the methodology for preparing
the resource framework did not appear to be well understood.
There had also been problems reconciling the different termi-
nology, standards and concepts used by the various
organizations.  However, UNFPA country offices had responded
to requests to provide data on programme allocations. 
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The UNDAF process provides opportunities for  improved
information sharing that should help to promote collabora-
tion and to avoid duplication.  It has great potential for
synergy, particularly in the preparation of a common United
Nations system approach.  The many meetings and discus-
sions that took place as part of the process enabled UNFPA to
raise its profile in the country; to publicize its programme; to
validate its programme strategy in regard to broad national
development needs; and to engage in substantive dialogue
with parties other than its traditional development partners.
The meetings also provided a conducive environment for rais-
ing population and development issues.

Population issues were in general well reflected in the back-
ground sections of the UNDAF document and often in the
situation analyses as well.  In some instances, this was implicit
rather than explicit.  Population issues were less prominent in
the common framework for future action.  UNFPA inputs were
mentioned, often under the health, gender and HIV/AIDS sec-
tions.  The relevance of the Fund's support to poverty reduction
and sector investment programmes was also recognized.  Re-
productive health was not consistently mentioned and, when it
was mentioned, it was sometimes not defined.  In a couple of
cases, family planning was referred to instead.  Reproductive
rights were not mentioned under human rights or women's
rights, except in one instance.

The UNDAF pilot phase has highlighted the value of synergy
and complementarity.  The UNDAF process presents a golden
opportunity for United Nations system organizations to
advance collaboration on monitoring and evaluation.  It not
only provides the context for monitoring the performance of the
United Nations system in specific countries, but also enables
more coherent monitoring of the follow-up to United Nations
global conferences.

UNFPA participated in the updating of the guidelines per-
taining to CCA and UNDAF.  UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA
reached a consensus on the basic principles that should under-
pin monitoring and evaluation activities relating to the UNDAF. 

UNFPA field staff participated in two UNDP training events
on results-based monitoring and evaluation in Pakistan and in
the Syrian Arab Republic in 1998.  In addition, with the con-
currence of UNDP, the training module developed by
consultants for these courses was adapted for use in two train-
ing workshops for UNFPA headquarters staff in November
1998.  The Fund participated in a workshop on Performance
Management and Evaluation in October 1998.  This workshop
was convened by the Development Assistance Committee (DAC)
Working Party on Aid Evaluation and organized jointly by the
Swedish International Development Agency and UNDP.  The
presentations and deliberations on the experiences of different
organizations with results-based management approaches were
very helpful to the Fund's efforts to develop a multi-year, results-
based funding framework.  Together with UNICEF, UNFPA is
participating in the recently launched UNDP EVALNET, a net-
work of staff from both field and headquarters who volunteered
to serve as resource persons for evaluation work.  The Fund
attended the orientation meeting for the first group of volun-
teers in December 1998.

UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA have agreed to launch two joint
evaluation exercises.  One will be a joint country programme
evaluation to be conducted in 1999 with a particular focus on
national capacity-building.  The other will be a thematic evalu-
ation on collaboration with NGOs.

During 1998, UNFPA continued to participate in the Inter-
agency Working Group on Evaluation, which is the only
technical body in the United Nations with a focus on evaluation.
The Working Group provides a forum for technical exchange on
substantive as well as methodological work in evaluation.  At its
June 1998 meeting, agenda topics included: capacity develop-
ment in monitoring and evaluation; results-based management;
knowledge and learning; and harmonization of monitoring and
evaluation.  UNFPA made presentations on its evaluation of
modalities for executing country programmes and on the inde-
pendent study it commissioned on absorptive capacity.

The Fund continued to contribute to the revision of the mon-
itoring and evaluation sections of the Operational Activities
Reference Manual of the Consultative Committee on
Programme and Operational Questions (CCPOQ).  This effort,
which is being led by UNICEF, is using the 1996 Joint
Consultative Group on Policy (JCGP) common guidelines for
monitoring and evaluation as a basis, pending the outcome of
the revision of the UNDAF guidelines and the consensus on
monitoring and evaluation provisions therein.
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A UNFPA-supported symposium sought to clarify the effects of
population growth on the sustainability of natural resources like
clean water.
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The ICPD+5 process, which evaluated efforts to implement
the ICPD Programme of Action, was a major focus of UNFPA's
work in 1998. To facilitate this review and appraisal process, the
Fund provided technical and financial assistance to countries in
all regions of the world. The results indicate that considerable
progress has been achieved in most countries in the areas of
reproductive health (including sexual health and family plan-
ning); adolescent reproductive health; women's empowerment;
and partnerships with civil society (including with non-govern-
mental organizations). 

However, the review also found a number of obstacles hinder-
ing implementation efforts. Constraints included inadequate
resources; lack of trained personnel; insufficient advocacy in
support of population and reproductive health issues; inade-
quate quality of care; and minimal involvement of males.

During 1998, UNFPA continued to support programming in
its priority areas, namely reproductive health, including sexual
health and family planning; population and development strate-
gies; and advocacy. Emphasis was placed on promoting
reproductive rights; improving quality of care; training service
providers; integrating population and development strategies;
encouraging partnerships with the private sector and civil so-
ciety; and building national capacity. In several countries,
attention was focused on adolescent reproductive health and
violence against women.

UNFPA continued its collaboration and coordination with
other United Nations agencies and organizations, bilateral
agencies and groups in civil society. The Fund also continued to
be involved in the United Nations Development Group and par-
ticipated in the United Nations Development Assistance
Framework and the Common Country Assessment exercises.

In accordance with Executive Board decision 98/4, reporting
on the following country and subregional programmes is
included below under the relevant region: Algeria, China, Egypt,
Nicaragua, the Pacific subregion and Paraguay. 

AFRICA (Sub-Saharan)

In 1998, UNFPA collaborated with the Economic Com-
mission for Africa (ECA) on a review of the achievements made
and the constraints encountered in the Africa region since ICPD
in 1994. The review showed progress in most countries in the
areas of reproductive health (including adolescent reproductive
health), women's empowerment and partnerships with civil
society. It also found that many countries had adopted or
revised their population policies in the light of ICPD. 

However, African countries still faced constraints related to
economic difficulties, insufficient private-sector involvement,
shortages of trained personnel, and ineffective advocacy strate-
gies. In addition, countries faced difficulties in changing
gender-related attitudes and behaviour. In most countries, edu-
cational opportunities for males and females remained
unequal. Moreover, reproductive health services were often
compartmentalized, male involvement was minimal, and refer-
ral systems left much to be desired. 

In 1998, UNFPA worked on creating an enabling environment
for the implementation of the Programme of Action at the coun-
try level. The Fund also worked to ensure that population is
given attention in all United Nations initiatives. To that end,
UNFPA negotiated and secured the inclusion of the population
sector as the fifth priority area of the United Nations Special
Initiative for Africa.

UNFPA also prepared a paper that identified the region's pri-
ority population-related issues, which could be effectively
addressed by coordinated efforts within the United Nations 

system and with other partners. Such collaborative efforts
would add value to the efforts of individual agencies. UNFPA
also strengthened its collaboration with the World Bank, 
agreeing on priority areas and countries for closer collabora-
tion. In addition, the Fund participated in UNDAF exercises in
11 pilot countries.

Continuing its advocacy efforts on behalf of ICPD implemen-
tation efforts, the Fund organized a July conference for African
women ministers and parliamentarians from 38 countries. The
participants committed themselves to work for the elimination
of violence against women and the eradication of harmful tra-
ditional practices, and they agreed to support initiatives aimed
at ensuring the reproductive health of adolescents. Moreover,
the women vowed to encourage open discussion of these issues
by national leaders. 

Recognizing the strong influence that religious leaders have
on their constituents, UNFPA has supported efforts to sensitize
them to population and reproductive health issues. Many of
these religious authorities have a good understanding of the
problems faced by their communities and of the concept of
reproductive health in a religious context. The Fund sees them
as important partners in working towards ICPD goals.

In November of 1988, the Fund organized a conference in
Niamey, Niger, for over 80 Muslim leaders and scholars. The
meeting, which drew participants from 19 sub-Saharan African
countries as well as eight other countries, considered such top-
ics as Islam and reproductive health; Islam and the status of
women; and Islam, population and development.

Religious leaders were also increasingly involved in country-
level activities. In Ghana, for example, eight religious
organizations are currently preparing manuals to incorporate
population and family life education into religious activities and
to encourage parents to discuss sexuality with their children.
The mid-term review of the UNFPA country programme in

AFRICA (SUB-SAHARAN)

In millions Percentage of 
of US dollars total programme

By major sector 1997 1998 1997 1998

Reproductive health/
family planning 42.2 41.7 56.7 58.9

Population and 
development strategies 18.0 17.3 24.1 24.5

Advocacy 14.3 11.8 19.2 16.6

Total 74.6 70.8 100.0 100.0

COUNTRY ACTIVITIES BY GROUP

A 63.0 60.4 90.2 92.4
B 6.5 4.6 9.3 7.1
C 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.4
Other countries 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

Total country activities 69.8 65.4 100.0 100.0

Country activities 69.8 65.4 93.6 92.4
Regional activities 4.7 5.4 6.4 7.6

TOTAL REGION 74.6 70.8 100.0 100.0

Figures and percentages may not add up to the totals given due to
rounding.



Uganda in November was attended by religious leaders and
other members of civil society. The Muslim leaders in Uganda
have developed a set of reproductive health guidelines for the
country's imams.

One constraint is the sustainability of these activities. This
obstacle might be overcome by creating national and regional
networks to facilitate the sharing of information and expe-
riences between religious groups and associations at the
country and regional levels. Providing training in the use of
information, education and communication techniques would
also help make these activities sustainable.

In an effort to offer women and men more contraceptive
choice, the Fund, in collaboration with Margaret Sanger
International, organized a conference on strengthening repro-
ductive health through emergency contraception. The meeting,
held in Malawi from 15-18 November, aimed to identify where
and how such contraception might be incorporated into repro-
ductive health services within the countries of the Southern
Africa Development Community (SADC). The meeting also pro-
vided a forum for sharing experiences related to needs, public
opinion and the delivery of emergency contraception services.
The conference activities were designed to maximize opportuni-
ties for South-South exchange of knowledge and experiences
through a combination of focused plenary and small group
activities. There were 19 presenters from the SADC, East Africa,
the United Kingdom and the United States, and action plans for
each country were developed by conference participants.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic and the reproductive health needs of
youth and adolescents continue to be priority issues in sub-
Saharan Africa. In Rwanda, UNFPA provided a "one day
HIV/STD prevention and family planning strategy" for couples
in Kigali; follow-up activities showed a clear increase in con-
dom use. In Ghana, UNFPA developed playing cards with
messages on HIV/AIDS prevention. The cards, which proved to
be very popular, have been widely disseminated. In a number of

countries, including Eritrea, Namibia, Senegal and Uganda,
reproductive health information and services are offered
through youth-friendly multi-purpose centres. Among the ser-
vices offered are ones targeting HIV/AIDS. HIV/AIDS-
prevention modules have already been incorporated into the
UNFPA-supported clinical skills training programmes offered
at the Mauritius Institute of Health, as well as into the popula-
tion IEC programmes offered in Nairobi, Kenya, and Abidjan,
Côte d'Ivoire. 

The Fund participated in and supported the participation of
delegates from 28 African countries in the Pan-African
Conference on Women and HIV/AIDS. The conference, orga-
nized by the Society of African Women against AIDS, was held
in December in Dakar, Senegal.

UNFPA also supported an international conference on
HIV/AIDS in African prisons. The gathering, held in Dakar in
February 1998, attracted participants from 35 African countries.

As with young people throughout the world, adolescents and
youth in Africa are confronted by the consequences of early
sexual intercourse, marriages and childbirths. Teenage preg-
nancies often lead to curtailed educations and/or to unsafe
abortions. Early sexual intercourse also makes young people
more prone to sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV/AIDS. It is clear that preventable reproductive health prob-
lems not only threaten the health of youth and adolescents in
Africa, but also negatively affect their educational, occupational
and social opportunities. The Fund therefore continued to help
African governments address adolescent reproductive health
needs. UNFPA-supported interventions include promoting
advocacy efforts, sharing lessons learned and best practices,
supporting research, assisting in the provision of information
and quality reproductive health counselling and services, crea-
ting youth-friendly community environments, building skills for
adolescents, and providing population and family life education
in and out of schools.

35

In Africa, as in many parts of the world, girls do not always enjoy the same educational opportunities as boys.

U
N

/J
oh

n
 I

sa
ac

R E G I O N A L A N D I N T E R R E G I O N A L O V E R V I E W



In Africa, as in other parts of the world, there is often resis-
tance to the idea of providing reproductive health information
and services to youth and adolescents. Such resistance may
come from parents, health care providers and community
members. Another common constraint of youth programmes is
the limited coverage of the programmes that are developed.

UNFPA-assisted programmes are working to overcome
resistance by supporting community sensitization, mobiliza-
tion and involvement in youth programmes. Youth-friendly
services are often provided at multi-purpose youth centres
jointly constructed or renovated by communities and govern-
ments with assistance from UNFPA. While government
ministries of youth and development usually coordinate the
activities at the youth centres, the young people serve as peer
mobilizers both at the centres and within the communities.
Rather than pay peer mobilizers — a practice that would not
be sustainable on a long-term basis — UNFPA supports
efforts to offer them skills development training and income-
generating activities. In this context, the idea of supporting
micro-credit income-generating activities is being explored
with other donors. 

UNFPA-supported initiatives addressed the reproductive
health needs of young people in many African countries. For
example, youth-friendly reproductive information and services
were provided in Botswana, Côte d'Ivoire, Eritrea, Namibia,
Senegal and Uganda. In Senegal, reproductive health services
and counselling on contraceptives, the prevention of unwanted
pregnancies and sexual violence were provided by midwives
and psychologists at five youth centres.  A compact disc entitled
"I Need to Know" was launched in Kenya on World Population
Day to create awareness about reproductive health and rights
and responsible sexual behaviour.  The CD has encouraged open
discussions on adolescent reproductive health issues.

At an April conference celebrating the 40th anniversary of
ECA, UNFPA joined UNICEF and ECA in organizing a discus-
sion on "Africa's New Generation". The Fund supported the
participation of youth and adolescents from 22 African coun-
tries. The young people stressed the importance of involving
them in the provision of reproductive health information and
services, and they underlined the need for governments to offer
them employment and education opportunities.  

The Fund continued to emphasize national capacity-building.
Activities were designed to provide national counterparts with
both the technical and managerial skills required to develop,
implement and monitor population programmes. In this con-
text, advisers from UNFPA Country Support Teams organized
and conducted on-the-job training in a number of countries on
the logical framework (logframe) methodology and on subpro-
gramme development. As a result, many country programmes
that had experienced implementation delays made important
strides in 1998. This was the case, for example, in Ghana,
Mauritania, Nigeria and Senegal. However, experience during
the year showed that, given the novelty of the logframe
approach and the high turnover of personnel in government
offices, more training is required. 

In some other countries, including Burkina Faso, Chad,
Madagascar and Malawi, on-the-job training was carried out by
country offices on the Fund's financial procedures. In some
cases, this included the participation of auditors familiar with
the Fund's procedures and with the most commonly observed
weaknesses in audit reports. While weaknesses  persist in finan-
cial reporting in some countries, consistently good reporting
was noted in many others.

Substantively, national capacity-building was pursued in sev-
eral areas, including operational and sociocultural research, 
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A South African wedding. Early marriages, pregnancies and childbirths affect the reproductive health of many teenagers in the region.



reproductive health and gender. For example, the CST in
Harare, Zimbabwe, conducted a one-week training course on
operational research in reproductive health for six countries in
the SADC subregion — Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozam-
bique, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The training helped countries
identify reproductive health issues requiring further research
and assisted them in preparing protocols for such research. 

The Fund also collaborated with UNESCO to sponsor
research in a number of countries, including Malawi and
Mozambique. The research focused on sociocultural factors
affecting demographic behaviour and their implications for the
formulation and execution of population programmes. The
findings were disseminated in Malawi during a workshop
attended by managers of the national population programme.

During the year, UNFPA worked on reorienting regional train-
ing in population and development strategies. The Fund's
purpose was to align the training with ICPD recommendations,
in particular as they relate to the integration of population into
overall development planning. With a view towards ensuring a
readily available critical mass of local experts in this area, the
Fund initiated a search of African development institutes that
could be strengthened to undertake training in population and
development strategies.

During the year, UNFPA organized a consultative meeting on
UNFPA assistance in emergency situations in Africa. The
meeting included UNFPA Representatives and representatives
of NGOs. The meeting's recommendations were used as inputs
in the ICPD+5 technical meeting on reproductive health ser-
vices in crisis situations held in November in Rennes, France.
The consultation found that one major constraint in imple-
menting activities in emergency situations was the difficulty in
accessing funds.

UNFPA participated in joint assessments of the needs of
refugees and displaced persons in a number of African coun-
tries during 1998. Assistance for emergency reproductive health
services was provided in Angola, Comoros, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Guinea-Bissau and Lesotho.

Despite the conflict taking place in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, UNFPA continued to collaborate with the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to
meet the urgent reproductive health needs of Congolese women.
Through this undertaking, three centres designed for the care of
pregnant women have been established. They are expected to
contribute to the improvement of reproductive health services,
the reduction of maternal mortality and the prevention of
HIV/AIDS. In another UNFPA-assisted project, three teams of
psychotherapists were trained by the International Rescue
Committee to help victims of sexual violence; the therapists are
currently offering counselling at three hospitals.

UNFPA is also providing reproductive health services in
refugee camps in the United Republic of Tanzania, in collabo-
ration with one international and two national NGOs.
Evaluations conducted since 1996 indicate a dramatic improve-
ment in the quality of services and a reduction of maternal
deaths in the refugee camps. 

ARAB STATES AND EUROPE
Arab States

In the Arab States region, activities centred on reviewing
progress made towards achieving the goals laid out in the ICPD
Programme of Action. Countries in the region, with two excep-
tions, indicated that their development plans contained
references to population goals or programmes. However, only
11 out of the 21 had established clear-cut population policies.

In the area of gender equality, the review found that the par-
ticipation of women in higher administrative and political
positions remained limited. This lack of progress was evident
despite the governments' commitment to promoting equality,
including the introduction of legal and administrative mea-
sures. Most countries, the review noted, still do not have a
comprehensive approach to gender analysis as it relates to pol-
icy formulation, monitoring and evaluation. Moreover, only
three countries in the region have incorporated the concept of
gender into their population policies. 

On a positive note, the review showed that 11 Arab countries
have ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women, albeit sometimes with cer-
tain reservations. NGOs, it was noted, continue to play an
important advocacy role in this area. For its part, UNFPA is col-
laborating with other United Nations agencies to assist 
governments in mainstreaming gender concerns into their
policies and programmes. Government efforts in this area were
aided by the establishment of national committees and 
by participation in the follow-up to the Fourth World
Conference on Women.

During 1998 the Fund devoted greater attention to expanding
the array of reproductive health services and integrating those
services into primary health care systems. Attention was also
focused on measuring achievements and progress in terms of
both policy and programme objectives.

Most countries in the region have introduced measures to
increase awareness of reproductive health and rights. However,
in many countries, adolescents and young people are denied
access to information and services. The Arab States continued
to promote the involvement of civil society in implementing the
ICPD Programme of Action, although to varying degrees in dif-
ferent countries. Sustained progress in this area requires
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support from governments and international and bilateral
development agencies in enhancing the participation of NGOs.

Most UNFPA-supported country programmes in the Arab
States region provide significant assistance to upgrade physical
facilities, improve the skills of health-care providers, integrate
basic counselling services into reproductive health pro-
grammes, widen the mix of available contraceptives, and
institutionalize quality assurance systems to monitor and
upgrade reproductive health services. Access to reproductive
health services has been increased through the construction of
new primary health care facilities and the provision of a com-
prehensive package of reproductive health services. This
package includes components on safe motherhood and family
planning, the prevention and management of STDs (including
HIV/AIDS), and female genital mutilation.

There are numerous examples of how the Programme of
Action is being translated into reality at the country level. IEC
and income-generating activities and integrated reproductive
health and women-in-development projects have been under-
taken in underserved geographical areas in Jordan, the Sudan
and Yemen. Similar efforts have taken place in Morocco, where
decentralization was bolstered under a UNFPA-supported proj-
ect designed for 13 of the most underserved provinces.

Reproductive health services have also been integrated into
the assistance provided to populations in special circum-
stances, such as internally displaced persons and refugees. For
example, the second phase of a project supporting the
Women's Centre in the Al Burej camp for Palestinian refugees
was launched to respond to the need for reproductive health
services, social assistance, legal counselling and community
education.

To meet the needs of young people, Tunisia and Morocco
undertook innovative programming for youth and adolescents,
and Bahrain developed a strategic national framework for ado-
lescent reproductive health. In Morocco, puppet shows were
used in youth centres to convey messages on STDs, including
HIV/AIDS, and on reproductive health and rights. The impact
went beyond the intended audiences of the youth centres with
a spillover effect on their families and friends.

Addressing the need for accurate and reliable data, a num-
ber of countries, with technical assistance from the Fund,
undertook efforts to generate meaningful indicators to mon-
itor policy and programme achievements. With assistance
from The Population Council, two situation analyses were
conducted in Yemen and Jordan. The analyses aimed to help
the respective Ministries of Health assess the quality of
services in the public health facilities and to design appro-
priate interventions. Another goal of the studies was to
transfer the methodology know-how to the participating
national institutions.

As a contribution to a region-wide data bank on demo-
graphic and reproductive health indicators, the results of the
Morocco survey of the Pan Arab Project for Child Develop-
ment were disseminated. The results revealed unprecedented
achievements in reducing infant and child mortality rates and
fertility levels.

Other initiatives were carried out in the Sudan and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. In the Sudan, a complete re-
gistration and baseline survey conducted in the catchment
areas of UNFPA-funded projects provided reliable indicators
for monitoring progress made in achieving ICPD goals. In the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, the 1997 census results were
made available, providing an up-to-date, reliable picture of the
population in terms of size, characteristics and distribution.
The CST in Amman, Jordan, assisted the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics in a project aimed at ensuring the effective
utilization of census data and at strengthening local capacity
for data analysis.

Breakthroughs were made in advocacy with such partners as
the International Islamic Centre for Population Research. In
February, the Centre organized the International Conference on
Population and Reproductive Health in the Muslim World, held
in Cairo under the auspices of the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar.
Designed to enhance dialogue among Muslim scientists, intel-
lectuals and policy makers on population and reproductive
health issues, it drew participants from 42 Muslim countries
and representatives from Islamic and other organizations,
including NGOs. The conference made recommendations on
population, reproductive rights and women's issues and reaf-
firmed the ICPD Programme of Action and 23 principles it
termed consistent with the Shariah.

In-kind assistance and local financial support for UNFPA
programmes and projects increased significantly during the
year. In Egypt, the Government committed 10 per cent of the
finances required for the country programme under a trust
fund arrangement. The Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic made its third payment under an agreement that
increases the funds available for the fifth country programme
by approximately 10 per cent. The Lebanese Government
continued to demonstrate its strong commitment to popula-
tion issues by allocating $2.5 million to the UNFPA-assisted
programme. 

UNFPA actively supported the CCA and the UNDAF in the
region. In Morocco, the CCA and the first UNDAF were com-
pleted in 1998. In Turkey, UNFPA contributed to the CCA
planning exercise that took place in 1998. In the Syrian Arab
Republic, UNFPA started discussions with other United Nations
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agencies to mainstream the Country Population Assessment
within the CCA exercise that will begin in 1999, in preparation
for the UNDAF starting in 2001. 

Algeria. During 1998, Algeria formulated and consolidated
the finalization of the subprogrammes and the component proj-
ects under the new approved country programme.  The process
of relationship-building with government counterparts was
strengthened.

Egypt. During 1998, UNFPA continued to collaborate with
government counterparts in completing the subprogramme
and component project documents, nearly all of which were
finalized by year's end. An innovative new project aimed 
at preventing female genital mutilation was formulated with
UNICEF, WHO and the Ministry of Social Affairs.  The 
project's  intersectoral approach calls for the provision of in-
formation, education and services to women and adolescents
who have been affected by FGM or are in danger of being 
circumcised.

Europe

European countries with economies in transition. The
year 1998 was especially challenging for European countries
with economies in transition.  While some countries in Central
Europe and the Baltic region experienced impressive economic
growth, others saw a serious deterioration of their economies.
Gains that had been made in living standards are now receding,
and the overall well-being of the population is declining in
many parts of the region.

The year provided several opportunities to review progress
made in the area of population and development.  An expert
group meeting on "Reproductive Health: Implementing the
ICPD Programme of Action in Central and Eastern Europe:

Lessons Learnt Post-Cairo", was held in Copenhagen,
Denmark, in September, and a regional population meeting
was held in Budapest, Hungary, in December.  Both meetings
provided an opportunity to analyse current trends in the area
of population and development and to make recommendations
on future actions.

On the demographic front, many countries in the region are
experiencing unprecedented demographic change and are in
the midst of a health and mortality crisis.  Issues such as low
fertility and population ageing are perceived as having a pro-
found impact on the economy.  In the Commonwealth of
Independent States and the Baltic countries, the health status of
the population and mortality levels, particularly of men, are
deteriorating.

The reproductive health situation in the region remains
diverse.  The contraceptive prevalence rate is showing a slow
but positive trend, and the abortion ratio has decreased.
However, there remains a major discrepancy between the low
contraceptive prevalence rate and low total fertility rate, sug-
gesting that abortion remains the main method of regulating
fertility. Maternal mortality ratios in the region, although
improving, are still five to ten times higher than in the rest of
Europe.  Furthermore, secondary infertility as a consequence of
abortion is assessed to be quite high.  The integration of repro-
ductive health services into primary health care is the region's
most pressing operational issue. 

One of the region's major problems is the prevalence of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS.  The reported
number of syphilis cases has increased 30 to 40 times over the
past few years,  posing a significant threat of an immediate STD
epidemic in the region.  In addition, a cumulative rise of new
HIV cases has occurred in many parts of the region, particularly
in Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine.
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Adolescent reproductive health has become a critical issue,
particularly in light of deteriorating economic conditions that
have left young people exposed to various forms of high-risk
behaviour.  Teenage fertility rates in the region were roughly
three times as high as the average in Western Europe, and there
has been an increase in the rate of teenage abortion in the past
few years (every 10th abortion in the region was among girls
below the age of 19); however, there are signs of stabilization.
Although it is clear that reproductive and sexual education in
schools plays an important role in preventing unwanted preg-
nancies and STDs, several countries in the region have been
half-hearted in integrating such subjects into curricula, due to
strong political opposition.

To address such trends, the Fund initiated numerous activities
in 1998.  In Albania, for example, a UNFPA country programme
was launched.  Approved in 1997, the programme focuses
entirely on reproductive health.  Also in 1998, UNFPA for the first
time approved a project to support the development of compre-
hensive reproductive health information and services in Bosnia
and Herzegovina.  To respond to the needs in regions hardest hit
by the Russian economic crisis, UNFPA approved a six-month
project to provide reproductive health services at the district level
in the Russian Federation's Republic of Sakha (Yakutia).
Continuing to help strengthen national capacity in data collection
and analysis, the Fund supported the 1998 publication of the
Republic of Moldova's first reproductive health survey.

UNFPA also continued to assist comprehensive reproductive
health programmes in Armenia, Georgia, Romania and
Ukraine.  All these programmes aim to improve the reproduc-
tive health status of women and men through training medical
professionals and by carrying out IEC activities.

UNFPA supported a number of country-specific activities
related to adolescent reproductive health. In Romania and

Armenia, UNFPA provided funds for surveys to better under-
stand adolescent behaviour.  Also in Romania, the Fund helped
the Youth for Youth Foundation, a youth NGO, carry out an
information and awareness-creation programme to reduce the
incidence of unwanted pregnancies and STDs.  In the Russian
Federation, UNFPA is supporting the Russian Family Planning
Association's development of a peer-education programme for
teenagers.  

Eastern European countries continued to host large numbers
of refugees and internally displaced persons, in particular in
Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia and the
Russian Federation.  Many of the refugees and internally dis-
placed persons have not been able to return to their countries or
homes and face an uncertain future in refugee camps or collec-
tive centres throughout the region.  The reproductive health
situation in these centres and camps is often very difficult, with
cervical cancers and other cancers of the reproductive system
being on the increase due to lack of proper screening and other
preventive measures.

In December 1998, UNFPA fielded a needs assessment mis-
sion to the Kosovo province of Yugoslavia. A proposal for
providing emergency reproductive health assistance to dis-
placed Kosovars was developed.  It was superseded in early
1999 by activities in support of Kosovar refugees in Albania and
Macedonia.

Turkey. UNFPA continued to provide assistance for the eva-
luation and strengthening of national population and
reproductive health programmes in Turkey.  The Fund has sup-
ported two main studies to assist in the updating of major
reproductive health indicators.  It  co-sponsored the 1998 demo-
graphic and health survey, whose preliminary findings indicate
only a slight increase in the modern contraceptive prevalence
rate and an increase in the use of traditional methods.  The
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Fund also supported  a survey of males.  The findings will be uti-
lized to develop a national IEC strategy, which will include a
special emphasis on males and youth.  In addition, UNFPA sup-
ported a maternal mortality study conducted with technical
assistance from WHO.  

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

In keeping with their commitment to implement the ICPD
Programme of Action, in 1998 the Asian and Pacific countries
worked on reorienting their population and development poli-
cies and programmes along the lines of the Programme of
Action, according to their own particular demographic, socio-
economic and political  situations.  Political commitment to
ICPD goals was maintained, and efforts to gain the support of
NGOs and civil society, especially in the area of reproductive
health, were strengthened.  Operationally, 1998 witnessed
approval of new UNFPA country programmes and the develop-
ment of subprogrammes and projects for Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, India,
Maldives, Papua New Guinea, the Pacific subregion and
Thailand, as well as approval of programme extensions for the
Central Asian Republics, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan and
the Philippines.  Furthermore, mid-term reviews were con-
ducted in the Philippines and in countries in Central Asia, and
Country Population Assessments were finalized for the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Philippines.  As part of the ICPD+5
process, technical and operational reviews on the implementa-
tion of the ICPD Programme of Action were conducted in
several countries.

As in the past, UNFPA assistance in Asia and the Pacific
focused on the operationalization of reproductive health ser-
vices, including ones for adolescents, with an emphasis on
national capacity-building.  In 1998 UNFPA continued to help
countries revise or develop population and reproductive health
policies, operational guidelines and reproductive health clinic

and protocol standards and to integrate their reproductive
health services. 

For example, in Bangladesh, operations research was used in
the development of  an essential package of services as part of a
comprehensive approach to reproductive health services.
Forty-seven health centres were renovated, with UNFPA assis-
tance, to provide these services.  A similar exercise was
undertaken in India.

In Nepal, operational guidelines on reproductive health were
prepared, and a new strategy is being developed to tackle
maternal morbidity and maternal mortality.  The strategy is
based on the findings of a 1998 survey.

In the Philippines, an integrated package of 10 components of
reproductive health services is being piloted in Nueva Vizcaya
province.  One of the lessons learned was that even focusing on
one province was still very ambitious.  

Service integration was a priority in Thailand and the Islamic
Republic of Iran.  In Thailand, the Government recently
announced the integration of reproductive health components
into one package of  services.  The Islamic Republic of Iran has
integrated a number of health services, including family plan-
ning, prevention of STDs and pre-marriage counselling, into its
health network system.  

Expansion of reproductive health services to remote, under-
served areas was a key feature of programmes in Bangladesh,
Cambodia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Papua New Guinea, the South Pacific
subregion and Viet Nam. The reproductive health subpro-
gramme in Viet Nam has improved considerably with direct
funding to eight provinces, while continuing to strengthen
capacity at central levels. UNFPA also helped provide emer-
gency reproductive health services in parts of Afghanistan that
were affected by the May earthquake.  

Several countries reported encountering obstacles during the
course of shifting to a holistic reproductive health approach.
These obstacles included a shortage of appropriately trained
staff, limited human resources at the local level, inadequate
understanding of client needs, and difficulties in operationali-
zing reproductive health services within the limited existing
health infrastructure.

To overcome such barriers, the Fund's support has focused
on capacity-building through the training of health profes-
sionals. Consequently, extensive training programmes in
reproductive health, IEC and counselling skills were mounted
in Cambodia, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Mongolia, Nepal and Pakistan.  For example,
in Cambodia over 2,000 health workers were trained; in
Mongolia, following a training programme and upgrading of
health centres, services were provided to over 5,000 clients 
during a six-month period; in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
services were extended to remote provinces; and in Bangladesh,
75 per cent of the health centres in 64 districts were renovated.

The ICPD Programme of Action called on governments and
international agencies to promote effective partnerships with
civil society.  Exemplifying such partnerships is the Initiative for
Reproductive Health in Asia (RHI), the largest cooperation
arrangement between the European Commission, UNFPA and
the non-governmental sector.  The RHI was launched in 1997
and began its activities in 1998 in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Viet Nam.  Twenty-one European NGOs and over 60 national
NGOs and other organizations have been involved in the pro-
gramme development of 38 country projects.  During 1998, 20
projects were started, mostly in the area of adolescent repro-
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ARAB STATES AND EUROPE

In millions Percentage of 
of US dollars total programme

By major sector 1997 1998 1997 1998

Reproductive health/
family planning 15.2 16.0 63.5 65.5

Population and
development strategies 4.7 4.2 19.5 17.2

Advocacy 4.1 4.2 17.0 17.3

Total 24.0 24.4 100.0 100.0

COUNTRY ACTIVITIES BY GROUP

A 8.1 6.8 37.9 31.9
B 7.5 11.8 35.3 55.4
Economies in transition 3.8 0.8 17.9 3.8
Other countries 1.9 1.9 8.9 8.9

Total country activities 21.3 21.3 100.0 100.0

Country activities 21.3 21.3 88.8 87.1
Regional activities 2.7 3.1 11.2 12.9

TOTAL REGION 24.0 24.4 100.0 100.0

Figures and percentages may not add up to the totals given due to
rounding.



ductive health and in promoting inter-linkages and collabora-
tion at the national level.  

Successful partnerships with NGOs are exemplified by the
activities undertaken in the Philippines, where 34 per cent of
UNFPA funding was provided to an umbrella project of 30
NGOs working in 18 provinces to complement services pro-
vided by the Government.  NGOs worked to provide services to
hard-to-reach target groups like commercial sex workers,
unmarried women and adolescents.  They also included services
for poor and marginalized populations that are not adequately
served by public or commercial services.  By offering  gender-
sensitive services and IEC activities, NGOs have promoted
women's empowerment, increased male participation and
addressed adolescent reproductive health concerns.

The Fund continued to promote male involvement and male
responsibility.  In this context, UNFPA and the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) jointly organized a conference
on the role of men in population and reproductive health pro-
grammes.  The conference, hosted in Baku by the Government
of Azerbaijan, concluded with a series of country reviews that
discussed the prevailing situation in each of the 10 ECO mem-
ber states and proposed national operational responses that
would enhance men's rights and responsibilities vis-à-vis repro-
ductive health.   

Another major focus of UNFPA assistance in Asia and the
Pacific was in the area of adolescent reproductive health.  High
levels of unprotected sexual activity both within and outside
marriage were reported in most countries, leaving adolescents
at high risk of unwanted pregnancy as well as STDs/AIDS.  The
prevalence of unsafe abortions has been reported in Asia.  In
some countries, the belief that sex education and access to ser-
vices lead to promiscuity is a major obstacle to promoting
adolescent reproductive health.  The situation is aggravated by
the poor quality of adolescent reproductive health services in

many countries.  Several countries, including Malaysia, the
Philippines and Thailand, have started the process of develop-
ing pilot activities by conducting an adolescent reproductive
health needs assessment.  Others, such as Indonesia, Mongolia,
the Republic of Korea and Sri Lanka, have established a policy
framework for dealing with adolescent reproductive health con-
cerns.  However, most countries have no such policy and, even
among those countries with adolescent reproductive health
policies, services are often not easily accessible for adolescents.

In an effort to create wider awareness of adolescent repro-
ductive health issues among policy makers — and to overcome
misconceptions in this area — advocacy efforts were intensified
at the country and regional levels.  In 1998, a series of high-level
international conferences was organized with UNFPA assis-
tance.  At the regional level, technical workshops and
conferences were organized to assist in the formulation of spe-
cific policy and programme strategies for adolescent
reproductive health in Bangkok, Thailand, and New Delhi,
India.  Strategies were formulated to guide planners and policy
makers in developing policies and implementing programmes
for adolescents, especially for adolescent girls.  

At the country level, particularly in Bangladesh, Mongolia,
Nepal, Papua New Guinea, the South Pacific subregion and Viet
Nam, the Fund supported efforts aimed at strengthening
national capacity to advocate on behalf of adolescent reproduc-
tive health issues.  Influential people, including policy makers,
religious leaders and parents, were the targeted audience for
sensitization efforts.  Among the innovative approaches used to
reach adolescents were telephone hotlines in India, Mongolia
and Viet Nam, peer education in the Philippines, cooperative
efforts with  religious groups and parents in Papua New Guinea
and Sri Lanka, and sexuality education in Bhutan, India and
Indonesia.  In Pakistan, a "girl-child programme" focused on
training in leadership qualities, health and nutrition, women's
rights and family life education. 
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Youngsters out for a stroll in China, where the UNFPA-supported programme focuses on reproductive health, women's empowerment, advocacy
and South-South collaboration.
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Over the past decade, the Mekong Delta region of South-East
Asia has seen significant social transformations brought about
in part by rapid and uneven economic and political develop-
ments.  Governments have become increasingly aware of the
complex reality of sexual abuse and youth exploitation through
prostitution and the trafficking of women and children.  The
recent Asian economic crisis has aggravated the situation.  In
response to the concern expressed by several governments,
UNFPA, in collaboration with the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the Governments of
Japan and Sweden, formulated a pilot project in 1998 for six
countries of the Mekong Delta region.  A training package for
social service and health personnel is being developed that
would serve as a model for application in other subregions of
Asia and the Pacific and could be made available to interested
training institutions.

China. In January 1998, the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board
approved the Fund's fourth programme of assistance (1997-
2000) for the People's Republic of China.  The $20 million
programme consists of four different components, focusing on
the areas of reproductive health, women's empowerment, advo-
cacy and South-South collaboration.

A major project under the programme is the $14 million
reproductive health and family planning project, which was
approved by all concerned parties in September 1998.  Activities
completed so far include a baseline reproductive health survey,
needs assessments, orientation meetings and study tours.  The
main part of the project is being implemented throughout 32
counties in 22 provinces.  The Chinese Government has agreed
to lift acceptor targets and birth quotas within these areas,
while still pursuing overall national demographic targets.  The
project seeks to establish a client-oriented reproductive health

approach that will provide a wide range of quality health ser-
vices, encompassing maternal health care, treatment for
reproductive tract infections and STDs, and extensive family
planning services that make available a broad range of contra-
ceptive methods.  This project also includes two urban-based
pilot projects that promote adolescent reproductive health and
social marketing efforts. 

As confirmation that the acceptor targets and birth quotas have
been lifted, IEC materials addressing the qualitative approach
towards reproductive health and family planning that was set out
at ICPD are to be distributed to households and clinics through-
out the project sites.  Due to the sensitive nature of these issues in
China, considerable time was taken to develop appropriate mate-
rials.  This slowed down project activities at local levels.  It is
hoped that the successful experiences from the 32 counties will
contribute to the formulation of the Government's reproductive
health and family planning strategies for the future. 

With regard to the women's empowerment project, which is
focusing on 15 counties, progress is being made in the finaliza-
tion of the project document.  The advocacy project will focus
on client-centred reproductive health, esteem of the girl child,
male involvement and adolescent reproductive health.  It will be
implemented in the same 15 counties as the women's empow-
erment project.  Some pre-project activities have been approved
while the project is being finalized.  A South-South project is
also in the process of being developed, and discussions are
ongoing as to the most appropriate focus.  

Pacific subregion. Because the Pacific subregion displays
considerable socio-economic and cultural differences, the
responses of various countries to the ICPD Programme of
Action have varied considerably.  Most governments, however,
have adopted the reproductive health approach and have
accepted the main principles of the Programme of Action.  In
spite of this, in some countries there are still high levels of
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Children waiting for a school bus in Afghanistan, where UNFPA
helped provide emergency reproductive health services to 
earthquake victims.

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

In millions Percentage of 
of US dollars total programme

By major sector 1997 1998 1997 1998

Reproductive health/
family planning 42.3 44.1 67.8 63.1

Population and
development strategies 10.3 17.7 16.5 25.3

Advocacy 9.8 8.0 15.7 11.6

Total 62.4 69.9 100.0 100.0

COUNTRY ACTIVITIES BY GROUP

A 30.5 37.8 51.8 57.6
B 17.2 17.2 29.3 26.3
C 5.0 3.7 8.5 5.6
Economies in transition 4.9 5.7 8.3 8.7
Other countries 1.2 1.2 2.0 1.9

Total country activities 58.8 65.7 100.0 100.0

Country activities 58.8 65.7 94.3 94.0
Regional activities 3.6 4.2 5.7 6.0

TOTAL REGION 62.4 69.9 100.0 100.0

Figures and percentages may not add up to the totals given due to
rounding.



maternal mortality and morbidity, as well as high total fertility
rates and population growth rates.  Furthermore, new repro-
ductive health problems have emerged, such as increasing rates
of adolescent pregnancies and a rise in the incidence of STDs,
including HIV/AIDS.  A major challenge identified by the Pacific
island countries is to improve access to quality reproductive
health and family planning services, particularly to underserved
groups such as adolescents and men and to populations living
in rural outer islands. 

In 1998, a regional meeting in Fiji afforded Pacific island
countries the opportunity to take stock of their experiences in
implementing the ICPD Programme of Action.  UNFPA as-
sisted countries in identifying the major population-related
issues and challenges facing each country and the Pacific sub-
region as a whole.

UNFPA is assisting a number of new initiatives that have
been started by Pacific island governments and civil society
groups.  In the Solomon Islands, for example, an integrated
reproductive health programme was introduced.  In the
Marshall Islands, a youth-to-youth health programme is
addressing the needs of adolescents in a youth-friendly envi-
ronment.  In Vanuatu, the Wan Smol Bag Theatre Group is
using drama to convey reproductive health messages to out-of-
school youth and people living in remote rural areas.  And in
Fiji, non-governmental organizations, such as the Fiji Women's
Rights Movement and the Fiji AIDS Task Force, are playing a
key advocacy and programming role by addressing women's
rights and gender issues and by helping forge a community
response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

The second cycle of the Fund's programme of assistance in
the Pacific subregion for the period 1998-2001 is addressing
many of these issues by focusing on improving national and
regional capacities in the delivery of reproductive health ser-
vices; strengthening national and regional capacities in the
planning, management and delivery of reproductive health IEC
interventions; contributing to the establishment of an updated
and reliable reproductive health database; and expanding
reproductive health services to youth and adolescents.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

The year 1998 was significant for the Fund's work in Latin
America and the Caribbean.  Partnerships with other United
Nations system agencies and organizations and with NGOs
and other groups in civil society were expanded and strength-
ened; emerging issues such as gender equity and male
responsibility in reproductive health were addressed; and inno-
vative and replicable initiatives were supported.  Within the
context of the ICPD+5 review and appraisal process, a wide
range of activities was pursued to consolidate the region's com-
mitment to the ICPD Programme of Action.  UNFPA also
continued its participation in the UNDAF pilot exercise under-
way in Guatemala.

Adolescent reproductive health and rights. The reproduc-
tive health and rights of adolescents, a key priority for the
region, are the focus of various UNFPA initiatives.  Poverty,
unemployment, lack of training and educational opportunities,
early pregnancy, unsafe abortion, high HIV/STD infection rates,
and marked gender inequalities from an early age are some of
the challenges faced by adolescents.

Nearly all UNFPA-supported country programmes contain
advocacy, IEC and service components to promote adolescent
health and rights.  In September, UNFPA participated in the
Eighth First Ladies' Conference held in Santiago, Chile.
Santiago was also the site for a regional parliamentary workshop
held in March.  UNFPA and UNESCO participated in the work-
shop, which aimed to strengthen support for sexual education.

In Haiti, the Fund supported a campaign on HIV/AIDS aware-
ness, including a peer counselling project.  In Peru, an
Interministerial Accord for the Promotion of Healthy Lifestyles
of Adolescents and Youth was celebrated on Population Day.  In
Venezuela, UNFPA continued working with a network of NGOs
to support legislation and awareness-raising on adolescent
reproductive health.  In an innovative endeavour in the
Dominican Republic, UNFPA supported two youth-serving
NGOs in the first-ever collaborative effort on adolescent repro-
ductive health undertaken by the Ministry of Health and NGOs.
The project seeks to build youth leadership and self-esteem by
strengthening a peer counsellor programme in 36 poor urban
neighbourhoods.  Using teachers, health providers and Catholic
priests, the project links counselling, IEC and referrals to public
health services.  As follow-up to the 1997 Regional Conference
on Adolescent Reproductive Health, UNFPA is supporting a
multi-country research project of the Ibero-American Youth
Organization on integrating adolescent reproductive health in
employment training programmes.  UNFPA also secured addi-
tional resources for adolescent-friendly reproductive health care
initiatives in Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras and Nicaragua. 

In Barbados, UNFPA convened an October Caribbean Youth
Summit, bringing together youth leaders, youth-serving public
and private agencies, and a number of United Nations agencies
and institutions from throughout the subregion.  The summit
provided a unique forum for youth in the Caribbean to voice
their own concerns and priorities.  The summit, which opened
with a keynote address by the UNFPA Executive Director, pro-
duced a regional action plan and a declaration negotiated by the
youth on their sexual and reproductive health and rights.  A
UNFPA Youth Goodwill Ambassador scheme was also launched
involving young people and NGOs from the Caribbean.  In 1998,
UNFPA served as chair of the regional Inter-Agency Coor-
dination Committee for the Americas on Follow-Up to the
World Summit for Children. 

An important lesson learned in the area of adolescent repro-
ductive health is that even in a region where conservative and
religious opposition is vocal and public, progress can be made
if the right strategies are applied.  The principal strategy is
based on the knowledge that youth are their own best advocates
and are effective in counteracting false charges and misrepre-
sentations.  A risk to keep in mind as programmes expand is
that traditional and narrowly defined approaches may result in
conceptual gaps and biases.  Close monitoring will be needed to
ensure the adoption of a rights-based, gender-sensitive pro-
gramme strategy that truly corresponds to adolescent
reproductive health and development needs. 

Quality of care. A central programming concern in 1998 was
quality of care, with a focus on incorporating gender-related
issues and on responding to the needs of poor and indigenous
women.  All UNFPA-supported programmes in the region focus
on building national capacities to  improve quality of care and
to ensure that both services and service providers are gender-
and age-responsive and respectful of clients from all social and
cultural backgrounds.  The programme in Bolivia, which
addresses the needs of the country's indigenous population, is
illustrative of  this approach.  In Ecuador, UNFPA continued to
support an innovative project that combines traditional indige-
nous healing practices with modern medicine.  In Bolivia and
Peru, indigenous women were empowered through a unique
methodology developed by the CST.  It provides bilingual liter-
acy (Quechua/Spanish), enabling the women to learn to read
and write while simultaneously learning about sexual and
reproductive health and rights and gender equality, with a view
towards improving their  well-being, health and income-earning
potential. The success of the methodology has fostered interest
in several other countries.  A documentary on the method-
ology's field test in Peru won UNFPA its first-ever international
film festival award in Havana, Cuba, in December.  In June
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1998,  a regional seminar of indigenous women was convened
in Peru by the Center for Amazonian Research and Promotion
and UNFPA.  The seminar produced a follow-up plan address-
ing integrated health issues and focusing on the sexual and
reproductive health and rights of South American indigenous
women.

UNFPA has placed an increasing emphasis on working
directly with municipalities to expand access of services to poor
and hard-to-reach rural communities.  Close collaboration with
the ministries of health and education, women's health groups,
universities and other institutions working in partnership at the
local level has proved to be a difficult undertaking, but the
longer-term prospects for sustainability of activities are promis-
ing.  Under its regional programme, UNFPA supported the
International Planned Parenthood Federation, Western
Hemisphere Region, in preparing user-friendly self-assessment
tools for reproductive health service organizations.  The tools
focus on quality of care; strategic planning; sustainability; and
adolescents.  Along with the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO), UNFPA continued to support a regional training pro-
gramme on service management to improve service quality,
access and coverage. The Fund's regional programme also sup-
ported maternal mortality prevention activities, including the
safe motherhood advocacy and coalition-building efforts of
Family Care International in Bolivia and Colombia.

During the year, UNFPA was invited to join NGOs and
regional academic institutions in launching an initiative and
follow-up work in the area of male responsibility, gender equal-
ity, and reproductive health.  In October, a landmark regional
conference, supported by UNFPA and organized by IPPF and
AVSC International in Mexico, brought together over 100
experts and programme professionals from throughout the
region.  UNFPA continued to support the formation of national
networks and strategies to involve men in a positive way in

reproductive health and in the gender equity agenda.  In Bolivia,
Ecuador, Nicaragua and Paraguay, UNFPA, in collaboration
with the armed forces, collaborated on developing awareness-
raising activities focusing on gender sensitivity, human rights
and reproductive health.  Messages  were developed to reach the
primarily male audiences of the armed forces.

ICPD+5.  Advocacy and other activities related to the ICPD+5
review and appraisal process were an important focus during
the year.  All UNFPA country offices mobilized to assist coun-
terparts in preparing national reports and in responding to
surveys undertaken for the ICPD+5 review and appraisal.  The
Fund provided support for the regional five-year review process
undertaken by the Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean, including meetings held in Aruba in May, in
Trinidad and Tobago in November, and in Santiago, Chile, in
December.  Two regional events focusing on advocacy strategies
for the ICPD+5 review and appraisal were supported in Mexico:
a workshop on reproductive health and rights and on the
broader issues of gender, population and development was
organized bringing together journalists from the region; and a
meeting of the regional representatives of the Latin American
Council of Churches (Protestant denominations) was held.  The
meeting produced a declaration supportive of reproductive
health and rights and the ICPD Programme of Action.    

UNFPA also continued to support a multi-country initiative
developed by the Latin America and Caribbean Women's Health
Network.  The initiative focuses on monitoring the implemen-
tation of the ICPD Programme of Action.  The monitoring  is
carried out by women's groups and includes the preparation of
national progress reports.

In Peru, the multi-country project led to the creation of the
National Tripartite Commission on Population and Devel-
opment, which brings together various ministries, United
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Young people from a poor neighbourhood in Haiti, where UNFPA is supporting adolescent-friendly reproductive health care initiatives.
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Nations agencies, universities and women's groups.  UNFPA
support at the country level played a key role in the establish-
ment of the commission, which helped to forge a national
consensus and monitor quality-of-care concerns in the wake of
public outcry and media publicity over alleged forced steriliza-
tions.  The commission is considered a model for other
countries as it brings together, on an equal footing, all necessary
partners from government, civil society and multilateral orga-
nizations to promote quality of care and safeguard reproductive
rights in the spirit of the ICPD Programme of Action.  In 1998,
Peru also finalized the National Population Plan 1998-2002.

The United Nations Inter-Agency Campaign Against
Violence Against Women.  Coordinated by UNIFEM with a
leadership role played by UNDP, UNFPA and UNICEF, the
United Nations Inter-Agency Campaign Against Violence
Against Women  mobilized an impressive level of press cover-
age, sensitization activities, legislative initiatives and, most
importantly, political commitment at all levels.  The campaign,
directly or indirectly, contributed to a series of important
results: the Brazilian Government announced additional funds
for safe houses; in Peru, a national multi-agency task force was
established and developed a five-year action plan; in Nicaragua,
forums were held in poor communities to raise women's aware-
ness of their rights; in Venezuela, the pending bill against
domestic violence was finally approved after two years of inac-
tion; in Ecuador, schoolchildren's lunch bags and public
transportation carried the campaign's logo and slogan; and in
Haiti, UNFPA supported advocacy for legislation on rape.  The
key lesson learned was that the United Nations, speaking in one
voice while reaching out to national partners, can be highly
effective in making progress on critical human rights and gen-
der issues.  The United Nations Inter-Agency group held several
meetings, including with PAHO, to develop follow-up activities
and related initiatives for 1999 and 2000. These included fund-
raising strategies to capitalize on the commitment mobilized
and to put programmes and services in place. 

Hurricane Mitch. Responding to Hurricane Mitch became
a top priority for UNFPA in the last quarter of 1998.  UNFPA
Representatives from countries in Central America and the
Director of the Latin America and the Caribbean Division par-
ticipated in inter-agency initiatives in Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua; attended a consultative meeting convened by
the Inter-American Development Bank focusing on reconstruc-
tion; and contributed to the United Nations Inter-Agency
Transitional Appeal for Hurricane Mitch, as well as to the devel-
opment of medium-term reconstruction projects that rebuild
health infrastructure and address reproductive health and gen-
der concerns.  In Honduras and Nicaragua, UNFPA supported
needs assessments in reproductive health among the displaced
population, provided emergency kits on sexual and reproduc-
tive health and supported counselling efforts.  The counselling,
primarily for female adolescents in shelters,  included informa-
tion on preventing gender-based violence. 

Nicaragua. UNFPA provided technical assistance for the
development of subprogrammes focusing on reproductive
health and adolescents and on the integration of population
dynamics into national development strategies.  UNFPA sup-
ported the Ministry of Health's adolescent programme, as well
as services for youth in 17 priority municipalities.  In coordi-
nation with PAHO, the Fund  supported the Ministry of Health
in developing norms for the provision of adolescent health ser-
vices and also continued support to the Bertha Calderon
Hospital's Center for Adolescents in the capital.  An agreement
with the Ministry of Health and the United States Agency for
International Development was reached to improve logistics
management.  In July, the Government formulated a national
population policy and a corresponding action plan.  The lack
of human resources in the area of population is being
addressed through UNFPA-supported training and higher 
education in the relevant disciplines.  For example, UNFPA
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In millions Percentage of
of US dollars total programme

By major sector 1997 1998 1997 1998

Reproductive health/
family planning 17.3 13.4 63.0 54.1

Population and
development strategies 5.0 5.9 18.3 23.9

Advocacy 5.1 5.4 18.7 22.0

Total 27.4 24.7 100.0 100.0

COUNTRY ACTIVITIES BY GROUP

A 4.5 4.9 17.7 22.1
B 17.9 14.2 71.5 63.6
C 2.0 1.6 7.8 7.3
Other countries 0.8 1.6 3.0 7.0

Total country activities 25.1 22.3 100.0 100.0

Country activities 25.1 22.3 91.6 90.6
Regional activities 2.3 2.3 8.4 9.4

TOTAL REGION 27.4 24.7 100.0 100.0

Figures and percentages may not add up to the totals given due to
rounding.
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UNFPA assistance to Bolivia addresses the needs of the country's
indigenous population.



supported 35 nationals from Nicaragua and other Central
American countries who graduated in 1998 with a Master's
Degree in reproductive health from the School of Medicine of
Nicaragua.

In November 1998, following Hurricane Mitch, the UNFPA
country office accorded top priority to rehabilitation efforts.
Work plans were revised to focus on the most vulnerable groups
and to establish alliances with community representatives close
to the affected population.  In the area of reproductive health,
UNFPA efforts focused on strengthening the primary health
care system, including through re-equipping units and training
service providers.  Mobile information units (two vans) were
provided to promote preventive care and health education.
Special attention was focused on promoting the sexual and
reproductive health and rights of adolescents.  UNFPA has been
instrumental in developing an innovative inter-agency emer-
gency project with UNDP to meet the most pressing needs,
including those of  adolescent girls and women, in the 25 most
affected municipalities of the northern provinces.

Paraguay.  During 1998, the programme in Paraguay
focused attention on adolescent reproductive health.
Activities included the establishment of specialized clinics
providing integrated  reproductive health services to adoles-
cents and undertaking education initiatives on sexual and
reproductive health.  Special clinics, run by NGOs with sup-
port from UNFPA, are functioning in the metropolitan area of
Asuncion and in the department of Guaira.  A sex education
project was also initiated in collaboration with Paraguay's
armed forces.  Every year 12,000 young males, mainly adoles-
cents from the rural areas, are recruited for their mandatory
military service.  Education on sexual and reproductive health
issues has been integrated in their training.  In addition, the
armed forces are providing selected reproductive health ser-
vices, including the supply of contraceptives and services for
the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted

diseases. It is believed that the combined effort of educating
adolescents and offering them sexual and reproductive health
services will bring down the high rate of adolescent pregnan-
cies.

Under the subprogramme on population and development
strategies, training was provided at the local level to civil ser-
vants and government officials to enable them to integrate
population concerns into policy formulation and decision-
making.  A regional workshop was organized in Paraguay to
prepare for the 2000 round of censuses.  Efforts are also under-
way to create a regional network of population and
development experts from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile and
Uruguay to support upcoming activities.

INTERREGIONAL PROGRAMMES

Reproductive health. Since ICPD, governmental and non-
governmental organizations from developing countries have
been redesigning and broadening policies to integrate repro-
ductive health components into primary health care systems.
The reproductive health component of the interregional pro-
gramme aids countries in these efforts in a number of ways.
For example, it provides support for the development of new
and improved contraceptive methods and helps to verify that
such methods are safe and effective.  Another activity is the
development of guidelines, methodologies and operational
approaches to integrate and strengthen reproductive health
programmes and services.  The inclusion of new reproductive
health components in family planning programmes requires
clear technical instructions on key issues of integration as well
as on the content of each component.  The development of fea-
sible and cost-effective reproductive health interventions for
application at the primary health care level is also essential.  In
conditions of poverty, for example, basic technology to deal with
some reproductive health components is prohibitively expen-
sive.  There is therefore a need to develop simpler diagnostic
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Schoolboys in Paraguay, where UNFPA helped organize a regional workshop to prepare for the upcoming round of 2000 censuses.



tests and single diagnostic therapies for STDs.  Interregional
programmes also promote the concept of reproductive health as
an overall approach to the health and well-being of women,
men and adolescents.

In 1998 UNFPA continued to support the development and
assessment of contraceptive methods, contraceptive surveil-
lance and social science research in reproductive health.
UNFPA focused its assistance on developing and conducting
research on female-controlled methods, such as the vaginal
ring, the female condom, emergency contraception, and new
methods for males.  Support provided by the Fund was
instrumental in the development of an information package
on the female condom.  The status of male contraceptive
development is promising, in particular for hormonal meth-
ods.  UNFPA has begun to fund an innovative initiative that
promotes the involvement of industry in developing new con-
traceptive agents that respond to the needs and perspectives
of women.  There are a variety of leads in this area, and sev-
eral potential spermicides and microbicides are in initial
clinical trials.

As part of efforts to operationalize reproductive health
programmes, UNFPA funded the development of technical
guidelines on key reproductive health issues; the develop-
ment of tools for training NGO professionals in advocacy,
gender issues, reproductive health, youth and institution-
building; and the enhancement of reproductive health
components in emergency situations.  Providing support 
for the reduction of maternal morbidity and mortality is an
ICPD goal as well as a UNFPA programme priority.  In the
context of reproductive health, UNFPA promotes policy and
programmatic efforts to ensure that women have ready
access to well-equipped and adequately staffed essential
maternal health care services, including emergency obstetric
services.  In this regard, the establishment of twinning
arrangements between obstetric and gynaecological profes-
sional societies in developed and developing countries has
been particularly valuable in helping to improve maternity
services in developing countries, especially in the early de-
tection, referral and management of life-threatening
complications in pregnancy and childbirth.

There is a broad agreement that the prevention of STDs,
including HIV/AIDS, should be an integral component of repro-
ductive health programmes.  UNFPA is providing funding to
UNAIDS to develop and test strategies for the successful inte-
gration of STD- and HIV/AIDS-prevention activities into
reproductive health programmes.  In this regard, UNFPA last
year provided support for the continued development of simple,
rapid, diagnostic tests for syphilis, gonorrhoea and chlamydia.
Strip tests for these STDs are still in progress.  To respond to the
issue of how best to address the sexual and reproductive health
of adolescents, UNFPA has been supporting activities to pro-
mote and underscore adolescent reproductive health issues
through research, training, information and advocacy as well as
by providing technical support.  UNFPA aims to increase the
research capacity of institutions so that they can assess the
health needs — including  sexual and reproductive health needs
— of adolescents, identify gaps in programmes, plan interven-
tions to address those gaps and evaluate interventions that are
implemented.

Population and development strategies. In its interre-
gional support in the area of population and development
strategies, UNFPA has funded the development of sustainable
national integrated information systems and the promotion of
timely and cost-effective data collection efforts and analyses.  It
is recognized that continued support for the strengthening of
integrated information systems is critical if countries are to be
able to monitor programme implementation and to track coun-
try progress in reaching the goals of ICPD as well as those of

other United Nations conferences.  For example, analytical find-
ings in the form of graphs and maps can be put together at the
lowest administrative level and for different thematic areas of
country programmes with the use of the Geographic
Information System.  UNFPA has also supported the develop-
ment and application of rapid assessment methodologies,
which are especially useful in assessing the modalities for oper-
ationalizing the reproductive health approach and in carrying
out impact assessments.

In the area of population and the environment, the Fund has
worked with other United Nations agencies and organizations,
NGOs and universities to produce manuals for countries seek-
ing to formulate population and environment policies and
interventions.  In cooperation with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation
Union, UNFPA held an expert workshop to train country offi-
cials in the application of population and environment
frameworks for sustainable development.  A memorandum of
understanding between UNEP and UNFPA was initiated in
1998 and signed in 1999.

The interregional programme has continued to support
sociocultural research methodologies, for example, those that
seek to provide frameworks for the study of the impact of
sociocultural factors on fertility behaviour and on the role and
status of women.  It is expected that the typologies developed
will be adapted for country-level use.  They can also be used
for cross-country comparative studies.  In supporting research
on international migration, UNFPA has emphasized the need
to study the situation of women migrants and to collect gen-
der-specific migration data.  UNFPA has pursued its work in
the area of  international migration with such partners as the
International Labour Organization, the International
Organization for Migration, the United Nations Statistical
Division and the United Nations Population Division.  The
information dissemination projects funded under the interre-
gional population and development strategies programme,
such as the Population Information Network, the Annual
Review of Population Law, and the Fund's Inventory of
Population Projects in Developing Countries Around the
World, have continued to be well received. A number of 
recommendations have been advanced for improving the
Fund's interregional activities in the area of population and
development.  Since many projects on population and devel-
opment strategies are closely related, there is a need for more
cross-area collaboration to  enhance the quality of outputs and
to widen the dissemination of findings to a broader audience,
including policy makers.  It has been suggested that the
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In millions Percentage of 

of US dollars total programme

By major sector 1997 1998 1997 1998

Reproductive health/
family planning 14.2 14.1 54.3 52.7

Population and

development strategies 5.8 7.0 22.3 26.0

Advocacy 6.1 5.7 23.4 21.3

Total 26.1 26.8 100.0 100.0

Figures and percentages may not add up to the totals given due to

rounding.



Internet should be used more extensively to expand the range
of potential users of research findings and methodological
innovations.

Advocacy. Advocacy is essential to raise awareness, galva-
nize broad-based political commitment and mobilize
resources for population and reproductive health issues.  It is
also indispensable in placing population concerns on develop-
ment agendas.  Advocacy plays a key role in promoting the
goals of the ICPD Programme of Action at the national,
regional and global levels.  Equally important is the fact that
advocacy is essential for raising the profile of UNFPA in coun-
tries around the world and for increasing awareness of the
Fund's work in the areas of reproductive health, including 
sexual health and family planning, and population and
development strategies.  The UNFPA country offices play a
crucial role in raising public awareness and government sup-
port for the work of UNFPA.  To aid them in their work, the
country offices use advocacy materials prepared by UNFPA
headquarters, along with materials developed at the country
level that respond to the social, cultural and language particu-
larities of programme countries.

The Fund's interregional advocacy efforts have been mainly
carried out through the production, distribution and dissemi-
nation of publications, computer software and audiovisual
materials.  Most of the projects launched under the current pro-
gramme cycle were executed by well-established partners who,
in carrying out their important advocacy role, have changed the
project contents to reflect the ICPD focus.  This is verified in an
analysis of the outputs (publications and the provision of infor-
mation databases through CD-ROMs) of 16 projects.  It is also
notable that a significant number of interregional projects have
included technological elements (e.g., Web sites, software 
packages, multimedia and digital broadcasting components)

that have ensured wider access and dissemination of project
findings and outputs.

The Fund's flagship publication, The State of World Population
1998 report, focused on The New Generations, the largest-ever
generation of youth and the growing numbers of elderly people
world-wide.  The report examined the social implications of
these demographic trends, particularly young people's pressing
needs for education, job opportunities and health care (includ-
ing reproductive health information and services). Launched in
London and 24 other cities on 2 September 1998, the report and
its major messages received extensive coverage in newspapers
and leading radio networks around the world.  An electronic
version of State of World Population 1998 was the most-visited
document on the Fund's popular Web site, <www.unfpa.org>.
The Internet site is now a key source of information to the pub-
lic on the Fund's work and population and reproductive health
issues, with an average of 800 visitors a day.  In 1998 the variety
and volume of information continued to expand.  The site was
redesigned and was made easier to navigate and use.

In response to the high level of interest generated by the
ICPD+5 review and appraisal process, a new section was added
to the UNFPA Web site in 1998, and was regularly updated to
provide timely information on the full range of activities being
organized in connection with the ICPD+5 review and appraisal.
The Web site included press releases, photographs and docu-
mentation on UNFPA-organized round tables and technical
meetings, as well as information on the preparations for the
International Hague Forum, held in the Netherlands in
February 1999.

Other key publications in 1998 included the Annual Report; a
revision of the Population Issues Briefing Kit; 10 issues of the
news bulletin Dispatches and four of the UNFPA magazine
Populi; and a new booklet in the Fund's advocacy series, UNFPA
at Work: Five Country Profiles, which describes the Fund's coun-
try-level operations in Burkina Faso, Eritrea, India, Nicaragua
and the Syrian Arab Republic.  In addition, UNFPA produced
posters, exhibits and multimedia materials including: the 1998
UNFPA CD-ROM containing 30 Web sites, with more than
84,000 cross links and 50 software applications; an institutional
video, UNFPA Is Making a Difference; and six video news
releases on issues including safe motherhood, UNFPA Goodwill
Ambassadors and the launch of The State of World Population
report.  A poster competition and poster production were orga-
nized for World Population Day.

The UNFPA "Face to Face" advocacy campaign was
expanded in 1998.  Launched in 1997, the campaign uses
celebrity Goodwill Ambassadors to raise awareness of repro-
ductive health and population issues.  Film stars and celebrities
from Africa, Asia, the Arab States, Europe and the United
States of America have been appointed UNFPA Goodwill
Ambassadors.  For example, Japanese Goodwill Ambassador
Keiko Kishi, an actress and television personality, travelled to
Senegal to produce three 30-minute documentary programmes
for three Japanese television stations.  Film actress Shabana
Azmi, UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador from India, is helping to
expand the "Face to Face" campaign to regions beyond Western
Europe.  The recent appointment of renowned Nigerian author
Chinua Achebe as UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador will increase
the roster of the Fund's Goodwill Ambassadors from devel-
oping countries.

Public awareness of population- and reproductive health-
related issues has been steadily increasing since the 1994 ICPD.
As a result of successful media outreach efforts through, for
example, video news releases, press conferences and the work
of Goodwill Ambassadors, UNFPA is increasingly well known
among the general public in both developed and developing
countries, and is known among journalists as a reliable source
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UNFPA has worked with other United Nations agencies, non-
governmental organizations and universities to help countries
formulate policies on population and the environment.
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of information on population-related issues.  However, despite
these successes, UNFPA continues to face the challenge of con-
vincing the public in developed countries of the importance of
development and population issues, and in particular repro-
ductive health.  Opinion polls show that while citizens consider
these issues important, they do not necessarily see direct con-
nections between achieving ICPD goals and other issues that
they regard as very important, such as the environment,
poverty, migration and war.  

The outputs from the major interregional projects managed by
UNFPA are of high quality in terms of presentation, content and
coverage of ICPD issues.  Assessment of the outputs of these proj-
ects was undertaken through content analysis of publications,
videos and public service announcements; a study of the size and
composition of mailing lists; and a review of such feedback as
clippings, independent reports and surveys.  Publications with
extensive circulations that are supported by UNFPA, such as
Studies in Family Planning, Population and Development Review,
People and Planet and Entre Nous, the European magazine for
reproductive and sexual health, have generated sustained interest
and support for ICPD and its goals.

The Fund's experience has shown that working with partners
in the population and development field with extensive net-
works and outstanding track records is essential to generate
significant and sustained interest and support for the ICPD
Programme of Action.  To achieve the full value-added potential
of interregional advocacy projects, there is a need to establish
linkages among them.  In addition, attention needs to be given
to improving the use of  materials developed through some of
the projects and to maximizing the use of  project outputs. 

South-South cooperation. UNFPA continued its support to
technical cooperation among developing countries through its
South-South initiatives.  In 1998, South-South cooperation con-
tinued to be an important mode for transferring skills,

resources and capabilities among developing countries.  Five
South-South Centres in China, Indonesia, Mexico, Thailand
and Tunisia have facilitated the sharing of best practices and
experiences in the field of population and reproductive health in
a systematic manner.  Another important South-South initiative
in which UNFPA has been participating is the Partners in
Population and Development, an inter-governmental alliance
that promotes South-South cooperation not only in member
countries, but in other countries as well.  The Partners in
Population and Development is focusing attention on increas-
ing the role and involvement of NGOs in South-South
cooperation, including through the East African Reproductive
Health Network and the PROFAMILIA Project on South-South
Training in Sexual and Reproductive Health in Latin America.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AIDS Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
CCA Common Country Assessment
CPA Country Population Assessment
CST Country Support Team
DESA Department of Economic and Social Affairs
ECA Economic Commission for Africa
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council
FGM Female genital mutilation
GCCP Global Contraceptive Commodity Programme
HIV Human immunodeficiency virus
ICOMP International Council on Management 

of Population Programmes
ICPD International Conference on Population 

and Development
IEC Information, education and communication
IPPF International Planned Parenthood Federation
IUD Intra-uterine device
IUSSP International Union for the 

Scientific Study of Population
JOICFP Japanese Organization for International 

Cooperation in Family Planning, Inc.
MCH/FP Maternal and child health/family planning
NGO Non-governmental organization
PAHO Pan American Health Organization
REACH Reproductive, Education and 

Community Health Programme
SADC Southern Africa Development Community
STD Sexually transmitted disease
TBA Traditional birth attendant
UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
UNDAF United Nations Development Assistance

Framework
UNDG United Nations Development Group
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNICEF United Nations Children's Fund
UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for Women
UNIFOS UNFPA Integrated Field Office System
WHO World Health Organization
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UNFPA's interregional programmes promote safe motherhood.
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UNFPA extends assistance to developing
countries, countries with economies in transi-
tion and other countries at their request to help
them address reproductive health and popula-
tion issues, and raises awareness of these issues
in all countries, as it has since its inception.

UNFPA's three main areas of work are: to
help ensure universal access to reproductive
health, including family planning and sexual
health, to all couples and individuals on or
before the year 2015; to support population and
development strategies that enable capacity-
building in population programming; to
promote awareness of population and develop-
ment issues and to advocate for the
mobilization of the resources and political will
necessary to accomplish its areas of work. 

UNFPA is guided by, and promotes, the prin-
ciples of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and
Development (1994). In particular, UNFPA
affirms its commitment to reproductive rights,
gender equality and male responsibility, and to
the autonomy and empowerment of women
everywhere. UNFPA believes that safeguarding
and promoting these rights, and promoting the
well-being of children, especially girl children,
are development goals in themselves. All cou-
ples and individuals have the right to decide
freely and responsibly the number and spacing
of their children as well as the right to the
information and means to do so.

UNFPA is convinced that meeting these goals
will contribute to improving the quality of life
and to the universally accepted aim of stabili-
zing world population. We also believe that
these goals are an integral part of all efforts to
achieve sustained and sustainable social and
economic development that meets human
needs, ensures well-being and protects the 
natural resources on which all life depends.

UNFPA recognizes that all human rights,
including the right to development, are univer-
sal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated,
as expressed in the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and
Development, the Vienna Declaration and the
Programme of Action adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights, the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women, the Programme of
Action of the World Summit for Social
Development, the Platform for Action of the
Fourth World Conference on Women and in
other internationally agreed instruments.

UNFPA, as the lead United Nations organiza-
tion for the follow-up and implementation of
the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development, is
fully committed to working in partnership with
governments, all parts of the United Nations
system, development banks, bilateral aid agen-
cies, non-governmental organizations and civil
society. UNFPA strongly supports the United
Nations Resident Coordinator system and the
implementation of all relevant United Nations
decisions.

UNFPA will assist in the mobilization of
resources from both developed and developing
countries, following the commitments made by
all countries in the Programme of Action to
ensure that the goals of the International
Conference on Population and Development 
are met.

UNFPA MISSION STATEMENT
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APPENDIX C

UNFPA INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 1998

Government Pledged Paid
Algeria 5,104 5,104
Andorra 6,000 6,000
Australia 1,267,702 1,267,702
Austria 571,315 571,315 
Bangladesh 25,000 25,000
Barbados  3,500 3,500 
Belgium   1,752,022 1,752,022
Benin     2,500                2,500
Bhutan 4,405 4,405
Bolivia 4,000 4,000
Botswana 1,538 1,538
Brazil 15,000 --
British Virgin Islands 505 505
Bulgaria                   74*                 --
Burkina Faso 6,515 6,515
Canada              6,453,901          6,453,901
Chile 6,000 6,000
China                  820,000             820,000
Colombia                40,000             39,929 
Côte d’Ivoire 5,000 --
Czech Republic          65,359              --
Denmark 33,299,773 33,299,773 
Djibouti 1,000 --
Egypt 103,245 103,245
Ethiopia                 4,286               4,286
Fiji 2,577 --
Finland              14,151,1971 14,151,197 
France               1,005,025           1,005,025
Germany             23,866,878          23,866,878
Ghana 10,000 --
Iceland                 7,441               6,997
India 212,967 212,967 
Indonesia              145,744            145,744

GOVERNMENT PLEDGES 
AND PAYMENTS 1998*

(Net general contributions in US $)

* Part or whole of this pledge/payment has been made in non-convertible currency.
** The dollar equivalent of unpaid pledges made in national currencies is calculated 

at the UN operational rate of exchange in effect on 31 December 1998.
1. Includes 1,774,273 additional contribution.
2. In addition, $18,700,000 for IPPF.
3. In addition, $329,815 for Population Council; $131,926 for IUSSP; and $79,156 for ICOMP.

Ireland                421,860             421,860
Italy                1,432,665           1,432,665
Japan              48,920,0002 48,920,000
Jordan                  48,023*             48,023
Kenya                   5,000               --
Lao People's Democratic Republic1,000 --
Lesotho                  825              --
Luxembourg 368,066 368,066
Malawi                     2,302 --
Malaysia                15,000              15,000
Maldives                 2,000               2,000
Mali 3,435 3,435 
Mauritania 2,469 --
Mauritius 4,250* 4,250
Mexico 50,000 50,000
Mongolia                4,000               --
Morocco                  8,000               --
Myanmar                  172*               --
Namibia                  1,000 1,000
Nepal 5,056 5,056
Netherlands         39,004,779          39,004,779 
New Zealand            747,370             747,370
Nicaragua 5,000 5,000
Niue 575 575
Norway              27,223,4143 27,223,414 
Pakistan               500,000            473,341
Palau 2,000 2,000
Panama                  9,169               9,169
Philippines             50,891*                 --
Poland                  23,214             23,214
Portugal 55,000 40,000
Republic of Korea      394,000             394,000
Romania                  653*              --  
Russian Federation 150,000 150,000   
Rwanda                1,302                1,302
Samoa                    5,000                  2,500
Saudi Arabia 30,000 30,000
Seychelles 100 --
Slovenia 938 --
South Africa 17,945 17,945
Spain                  431,270              431,270
Sri Lanka               15,000               15,000 
Sudan 30,000 --
Sweden              16,053,942          16,053,942
Switzerland          7,194,245            7,194,245
Syrian Arab Republic         1,804                1,804 
Tanzania, United Republic of 898 --
Thailand                95,580* 95,580
Trinidad and Tobago 5,000 5,000
Tunisia 24,343 24,343  
Turkey                  108,000                  108,000
Turks and Caicos 4,804 4,804
United Kingdom      21,850,282         22,850,282 
United States       20,000,000            20,000,000
Venezuela 9,906 9,906
Viet Nam                 3,536                --
Yemen Arab Republic 10,000 10,000
TOTAL 269,220,656 268,916,188

1. Resources available millions US$
Government contributions 269.2
Adjustments to prior periods - net 0.2
Cost-sharing 3.6
Contributions - net 273.0
Interest income 5.9
Other income 1.7
Total Income 280.6

2.  Expenditures 
Project expenditures
Country activities 174.7 
Intercountry activities 41.9 
Total 216.6

Operational costs
Management and administration 20.1 
Programme support 
Country offices 31.2 
Headquarters 12.5 
[Less:  income to the budget - 8.3]
Technical support services                      22.3 
Administrative and operational support     9.1 
Other expenditure                                      0.6 
Total 87.5

Total expenditures                                   304.1
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: 
A Angola 2,243.8
A Benin 2,606.5
B Botswana 512.9
A Burkina Faso 1,169.5
A Burundi 1,263.8
A Cameroon 960.3
A Cape Verde 971.9
A Central African Republic 459.8
A Chad 1,217.6
A Comoros 739.5
A Congo 660.2
A Côte d'Ivoire 1,243.8
A Democratic Republic of the Congo 158.2
A Equatorial Guinea 731.0
A Eritrea 1,497.0
A Ethiopia 1,815.2
B Gabon 353.0
A Gambia 294.2
A Ghana 4,707.0
A Guinea 800.4
A Guinea-Bissau 271.3
A Kenya 1,622.0
A Lesotho 46.1
A Liberia 682.7
A Madagascar 2,393.4
A Malawi 3,237.4
A Mali 1,780.1
A Mauritania 843.2
C Mauritius 247.5
A Mozambique 3,939.5
B Namibia 1,765.3
A Niger 3,568.8
A Nigeria 3,541.9
A Rwanda 861.1
A Sao Tome and Principe 246.9
A Senegal 973.9
O Seychelles 105.5
A Sierra Leone 633.2
B South Africa 722.8
B Swaziland 300.6
A Togo 966.7
A Uganda 6,041.8
A United Republic of Tanzania 3,651.8
A Zambia 1,577.3
B Zimbabwe 966.9

Country and Territory Projects Total 65,423.5
Regional Projects Total 5,405.3
Sub-Saharan Africa Total 70,828.8

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC: 
A Afghanistan 338.2
T Azerbaijan 677.6
A Bangladesh 6,909.9
A Bhutan 919.9
A Cambodia 6,735.4
C China 1,326.7
T Central Asian countries 920.0
O Cook Islands* (20.8)
C Democratic People's Republic of Korea 627.3
C Fiji* (109.5)
A India 8,305.4
B Indonesia 5,385.1
B Iran (Islamic Republic of) 2,030.1
T Kazakhstan* 1,080.0
A Kiribati 20.6
T Kyrgyzstan 850.9
A Lao People's Democratic Republic 747.7
B Malaysia 138.2
A Maldives 434.9
O Marshall Islands 60.0
B Micronesia (Federated States of) 19.5
A Mongolia 1,445.5
A Myanmar 999.8
A Nepal 6,587.8
O Niue 3.7
O Pacific Multi-Islands  724.1
A Pakistan 4,262.9
O Palau 6.0
B Papua New Guinea 704.6
B Philippines 3,473.3
O Republic of Korea 146.6
A Samoa* (8.0)
A Solomon Islands 67.1
C Sri Lanka 1,711.1
T Tajikistan 391.9
C Thailand 102.0
O Tokelau 11.0
O Tonga* (89.1)
T Turkmenistan 667.1
A Tuvalu 27.0
T Uzbekistan 1,507.6
A Vanuatu 28.3
B Viet Nam 5,492.6

Country and Territory Projects Total 65,660.3
Regional Projects Total 4,205.2
Asia and the Pacific Total 69,865.5

APPENDIX D
PROJECT EXPENDITURES IN 1998

( in thousands of US $)

Group A indicates countries most in need of assistance to realize ICPD goals.
Group B countries have made considerable progress towards achieving ICPD goals.
Group C countries have demonstrated significant progress in achieving all ICPD goals.
Group T indicates countries with economies in transition.
Group O indicates “other” countries, including those with populations under 150,000 or that are 

net contributors to the Fund. 
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ARAB STATES: 
B Algeria 530.5
O Bahrain 14.8
O Cyprus 19.0
A Djibouti 390.5
A Egypt 1,469.9
B Iraq 806.6
B Jordan 155.0
B Lebanon 361.0
O Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 0.0
B Morocco 4,636.5
O Occupied Palestinian Territories 765.8
O Oman* (4.2)
A Somalia 928.1
A Sudan 2,487.9
B Syrian Arab Republic 2,737.4
B Tunisia 1,273.6
O United Arab Emirates 6.6
A Yemen  756.9

Country Projects Total 17,335.5
Regional Projects Total 1,497.1
Arab States Total 18,832.6

EUROPE: 
T Albania 558.7
T Armenia 347.1
T Belarus 42.0
T Bosnia and Herzegovina 164.5
T Bulgaria 4.8
T Croatia 0.0
T Estonia 25.2
T Georgia 158.0
T Latvia 50.7
T Lithuania 16.7
T Republic of Moldova 49.0
T Poland 139.8
T Romania 432.5
T Russian Federation 231.0
B Turkey 1,268.7
T Ukraine 449.7

Country Projects Total 3,938.3
Regional Projects Total 1,664.2
Europe Total 5,602.5

Arab States and Europe Total 24,435.1

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN:
O Antigua and Barbuda 12.1
O Argentina 50.9
O Barbados 0.5
B Belize 38.9
B Bolivia 1,416.6
B Brazil 2,380.0
O Caribbean Islands  1,493.4
C Chile 185.1
B Colombia 400.5
C Costa Rica 177.8
C Cuba 639.1
O Dominica* (5.0)
B Dominican Republic 1,295.4
B Ecuador 1,266.0
B El Salvador 586.6
O Grenada 15.4
B Guatemala 544.0
B Guyana 168.6
A Haiti 2,708.0
B Honduras 1,142.6
B Jamaica* (35.9)
B Mexico 1,950.3
A Nicaragua 2,239.7
C Panama 342.0
B Paraguay 615.8
B Peru 2,024.5
B Saint Lucia 8.0
B Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 4.1
C Suriname 21.3
B Trinidad and Tobago 20.3
C Uruguay 256.4
B Venezuela 374.9

Country and Territory Projects Total 22,338.1
Regional Projects Total 2,320.0
Latin America and the Caribbean Total 24,658.1

TOTAL PROJECT EXPENDITURES:
Country Projects 174,695.8
Regional Projects 15,091.8
Interregional Projects 26,815.5

Grand Total 216,603.1

PROJECT EXPENDITURES IN 1998 (cont’d) 
( in thousands of US $)
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98/4. ITEM 3: UNFPA COUNTRY 
PROGRAMMES AND RELATED 
MATTERS 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
Approved the following country and subregional pro-

grammes:
Paraguay (DP/FPA/CP/195)
China (DP/FPA/CP/196)
Nicaragua (DP/FPA/CP/197)
Egypt (DP/FPA/CP/198)
Algeria (DP/FPA/CP/199)
Pacific subregion (DP/FPA/CP/200)
Requested the Executive Director to report regularly to the

Executive Board on the implementation of significant elements
of the above programmes, including progress in meeting the
principles and goals of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development.

23 January 1998

98/5. UNDP/UNFPA REPORTS TO THE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1.  Takes note of the reports to the Economic and Social

Council (DP/1998/14 and Corr.1 and DP/FPA/1998/2 and
Corr.1 (French only)) and of the recommendations therein
and decides to transmit them to the Economic and Social
Council, together with the comments made by delegations
and statements and answers given by the Administrator of
the United Nations Development Programme and the
Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund
at the present session;

2. Calls on the Administrator and Executive Director to pro-
vide in future reports to the Economic and Social Council: a
thorough analysis of problems encountered and lessons
learned in the field; a focus on issues that will permit the
Council to fulfil its coordinating role; and, in this context, to
present relevant statistical data in a consolidated manner;

3. Invites the Administrator and Executive Director to con-
sult with other members of the United Nations
Development Group on a consolidated list of issues central
to the improved coordination of operational activities for
submission to and consideration by the Economic and
Social Council during its 1998 substantive session;

4.  Also invites the Economic and Social Council to recom-
mend, at its 1998 substantive session, actions intended to
increase the usefulness of these reports as inputs to the
deliberations of the Economic and Social Council, as called
for in General Assembly resolution 48/162, by, inter alia,
considering whether any issues in the current format are
suitable for joint recommendations by the funds and pro-
grammes.

24 April 1998

98/6. UNFPA TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
SERVICES

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Takes note of the Report on an Assessment of the Technical

Support Services (TSS) Specialist Posts at Headquarters and
Regional Levels (an independent evaluation report prepared
for the United Nations Population Fund in 1997) and of the
report of the Executive Director on the UNFPA technical
support services system (DP/FPA/1997/16), submitted to the
Executive Board at its third regular session 1997, and in
light of Executive Board decision 97/27;

2. Authorizes the continued funding of the TSS specialist

posts until 31 December 1999 as proposed in document
DP/FPA/1997/16;

3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund to continue actively to seek workable
solutions to the concerns raised in the independent evalua-
tion report in dialogue with partner organizations, in
particular on coordination, accountability, the communica-
tion between the three levels of the system and advocacy
function of TSS specialists in the partner organizations;

4. Also requests the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund to submit at the second regular session
1999 a brief progress report on the effectiveness of the
improvements that have been implemented in the opera-
tion of the TSS system since the third regular session 1997;

5. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund, in light of the recommendations arising
from the ICPD+5 process and in consultation with partner
agencies, to develop future options for

(a) providing specialist support and advice to country support
teams and country programmes through arrangements
that utilize the best expertise available within the United
Nations system and from other sources and 

(b) enhancing the involvement and contribution of relevant
United Nations specialized agencies in taking forward and
promoting the ICPD agenda;

6. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund to present these proposals in a report,
including an analysis of the financial and budgetary aspects,
to the Executive Board at its third regular session in 1999.

24 April 1998

98/7. RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 
STRATEGY FOR THE UNITED 
NATIONS POPULATION FUND 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on

Mobilizing  Resources Now and for the Future:  UNFPA's
Strategy (DP/FPA/1998/CRP.2);

2. Invites the Executive Director to update the conference
room paper on Mobilizing Resources Now and for the
Future:  UNFPA's Strategy (DP/FPA/1998/CRP.2) and to
report to the Executive Board at its annual session 1998;

3. Requests the Executive Director to organize informal
intersessional meetings of the Board with a view to review-
ing various funding mechanisms for the United Nations
Population Fund and also requests the Executive Director
to report to the Board on progress made in the informal
intersessional meetings with a view to adopting at its third
regular session 1998 a decision on a sustainable funding
strategy that will place the funding of the United Nations
Population Fund on a predictable, assured and continuous
basis so as to enable it to play a central role in the follow-
up to the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development.

24 April 1998

98/8. APPROVAL OF RECRUITMENT OF
COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Recalls Executive Board decision 97/26;
2. Takes note of the Executive Director's comments together

with the comments made by delegations on this matter;
3. Authorizes the Executive Director of UNFPA to begin

recruitment of seven country representatives, as proposed
in decision 97/26, in line with the availability of resources;

4. Requests the Executive Director to table in writing a finan-
cial update to the Board at its annual session.

24 April 1998

APPENDIX E

EXECUTIVE BOARD DECISIONS 1998
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98/9. ITEM 4: UNFPA COUNTRY 
PROGRAMMES AND RELATED 
MATTERS

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
Approved the following country programmes:

I
Assistance to the Government of Botswana (DP/FPA/BWA/3);
Assistance to the Government of Cameroon (DP/FPA/CMR/3);
Assistance to the Government of Equatorial Guinea
(DP/FPA/GNQ/3);
Assistance to the Government of Ethiopia (DP/FPA/ETH/4);
Assistance to the Government of Gabon (DP/FPA/GAB/3);
Assistance to the Government of Guinea-Bissau
(DP/FPA/GNB/3);
Assistance to the Government of Lesotho (DP/FPA/LSO/3);
Assistance to the Government of Mali (DP/FPA/MLI/4);
Assistance to the Government of Mauritania (DP/FPA/MRT/4);
Assistance to the Government of Mozambique
(DP/FPA/MOZ/5);
Assistance to the Government of Niger (DP/FPA/NER/4);
Assistance to the Government of Rwanda (DP/FPA/RWA/4);
Assistance to the Government of Sao Tome and Principe
(DP/FPA/STP/3);
Assistance to the Government of South Africa (DP/FPA/SAF/1);
Assistance to the Government of Swaziland (DP/FPA/SWZ/3);

II
Assistance to the Government of Jordan (DP/FPA/JOR/5);  
Assistance to the Government of Yemen (DP/FPA/YEM/2);

III
Assistance to the Government of Bangladesh (DP/FPA/BGD/5);
Assistance to the Government of Bhutan (DP/FPA/BTN/3);
Assistance to the Government of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (DP/FPA/PRK/3);
Extension of assistance to the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (DP/FPA/IRN/2/EXT1);  
Assistance to the Government of Maldives (DP/FPA/MDV/2);
Assistance to the Government of Papua New Guinea
(DP/FPA/PNG/2);
Assistance to the Government of Thailand (DP/FPA/THA/7);

IV
Assistance to the Government of Bolivia (DP/FPA/BOL/2);
Assistance to the Government of Brazil (DP/FPA/BRA/2);
Assistance to the Government of Colombia (DP/FPA/COL/3);

24 April 1998

98/10. UNFPA: ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on

absorptive capacity and financial resource utilization in
programme countries (DP/FPA/1998/4);

2. Also takes note of the importance of South/South cooper-
ation in enhancing absorptive capacity;

3. Further takes note of the need to enhance, where appro-
priate, the role of civil society organizations and the private
sector;

4. Endorses the actions already taken to increase the absorp-
tive capacity and resource utilization in programme
countries, including, inter alia, training and the issuance
and implementation of the new UNFPA Policies and
Procedures Manual;

5. Endorses the recommendations for further developing
absorptive capacity and resource utilization in programme
countries contained in document DP/FPA/1998/4;

6. Urges the Executive Director to take the steps necessary to
implement the recommendations contained in document
DP/FPA/1998/4, bearing in mind the comments made by
delegations at the 1998 annual session;

7. Requests the Executive Director to report to the Executive
Board on follow-up to the recommendations contained in
document DP/FPA/1998/4 at its third regular session 2000.

12 June 1998

98/11. UNFPA WORK PLAN FOR 1999-2002
AND PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE
AUTHORITY

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Notes programme resource planning proposals of the

Executive Director as set out in document DP/FPA/1998/5
and as revised by the Deputy Executive Director at the
annual session 1998;

2. Approves the request for 1999 programme expenditure
authority at a level equal to expected new programmable
resources for 1999, currently estimated at $263 million,
and requests the Executive Director to report to the
Executive Board on any significant increases or shortfalls
in estimated income for the year 1999;

3. Notes the following estimates of new programmable
resources from regular resources for programme planning
for the period 2000-2002: $283 million for 2000; $303 mil-
lion for 2001; and $325 million for 2002;

4. Requests the Executive Director to take steps to evolve the
work plan into a more focused, analytical and outcome-
orientated document;

5. Invites the Executive Director in formulating the work
plan for 2000-2003 to increase the proportion of program-
mable resources.

12 June 1998

98/12. UNFPA: EVALUATION 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Welcomes the report of the Executive Director on United

Nations Population Fund evaluation activities
(DP/FPA/1998/6) and the progress made by the United
Nations Population Fund in revising its monitoring and
evaluation guidelines, which emphasize effectiveness and
outputs;

2. Encourages the United Nations Population Fund to con-
tinue its efforts to enhance the analytical content of the
periodic report on evaluation activities, particularly in
regard to outcomes, achievements and lessons learned;

3. Requests the Executive Director actively to seek opportu-
nities to undertake joint evaluations, where appropriate,
with partner organizations and governments;

4. Also requests that efforts be made to increase further the
percentage of external evaluations and to continue to
report to the Executive Board on progress made towards
this objective in the periodic report on evaluation activities;

5. Requests the Executive Director to include in the periodic
report on evaluation activities, starting in the year 2000, an
annex providing a record and analysis of evaluation com-
pliance for all country programmes completed in the
previous biennium in line with the evaluation work plan of
the United Nations Population Fund.  

12 June 1998

98/21. UNFPA: REVISIONS TO THE 
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
Approves the revisions to the United Nations Population
Fund Financial Regulations as contained in paragraphs 3,
4 and 5 of document DP/FPA/1998/10, with amendments to
Regulation 4.14(g) and Regulation 5.4, as follows:

(a) Regulation 4.14(g): Amounts otherwise designated to be
credited to the biennial support budget, including, inter
alia, income derived from UNFPA support costs and net

56



income relating to procurement services provided to third
parties;

(b) Regulation 5.4: Funds received by UNFPA under
Regulation 14.6 for procurement of supplies, equipment
and services on behalf and at the request of Governments,
specialized agencies or other intergovernmental or non-
governmental organizations shall be treated as trust funds.
The income relating to procurement services provided to
third parties shall be used to meet the direct cost of these
services.  At the close of a biennium, any excess of income
shall be credited to the biennial support budget.

16 September 1998

98/22. UNFPA MULTI-BILATERAL 
TRUST-FUND ARRANGEMENTS   

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Welcomes the report on the review of multi-bilateral trust-

fund arrangements prepared in response to Executive
Board decision 97/26 (DP/FPA/1998/11);

2. Reaffirms the principle of additionality and complemen-
tarity of multi-bilateral funding on the understanding that
it will not impinge on the general resources of the Fund;

3. Endorses the principle of full cost-recovery for multi-bila-
teral assistance based on charges for managerial and
support services and administrative and operational support;

4. Also endorses the establishment of a managerial and sup-
port services charge to be levied at a rate of 5 per cent on
all multi-bilateral activities, as set out in document
DP/FPA/1998/11;

5. Accepts, as an interim measure, the proposed increase in
administrative and operational support costs from the pre-
sent rate of 5 per cent to the proposed rate of 7.5 per cent;

6. Requests the Executive Director to develop a methodology
for full cost identification and recovery;

7. Also requests the Executive Director to quantify the level
of charges for administrative and operational support, as
recommended by the Advisory Committee on Admin-
istrative and Budgetary Operations in its report contained
in document DP/1998/37-DP/FPA/1998/14, and to report
thereon to the Executive Board with a view to adopting a
final decision on administrative and operational support
costs at its third regular session 1999;

8. Decides that the new cost-recovery arrangements shall be
effective from 1 January 1999 and shall apply to new agree-
ments as of that date.

22 September 1998

98/24. UNFPA FUNDING STRATEGY

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
1. Reaffirms the fundamental characteristics of the opera-

tional activities of the United Nations Development system,
which are, inter alia, universality, neutrality, multilateral-
ism, and its voluntary and grant nature, fully respecting the
priorities of programme countries and responding to the
needs of developing countries in a flexible manner; 

2. Welcomes the effective role of UNFPA in advocating for
and implementing programmes and activities in full accor-
dance with its mandate and the Programme of Action of
the International Conference on Population and
Development and emphasizes the need for predictable,
timely payments and increased funding to enhance the
capacity of UNFPA to contribute to the implementation of
the ICPD Programme of Action; 

3. Stresses the need for a funding strategy based on a con-
cept of collective ownership, partnership and shared
interests with differentiated responsibilities that is pro-
gramme-driven and that encourages a collective
partnership with programme and donor countries, lend-
ing institutions, the private sector and foundations;

4. Also stresses the important opportunity offered by the
five-year review of the implementation of the ICPD

Programme of Action in reinvigorating international
commitment to the Programme of Action, including to
mobilize financial support, based on an analysis of
progress made, lessons learned and obstacles encountered,
and recalls the resource goals as foreseen in the ICPD
Programme of Action;

5. Recognizes the clear and focused mandate and programme
priorities of UNFPA and the Fund's clear and focused re-
source allocation system, which is based on a country's level
of achievement of ICPD goals and gives special attention to
least developed countries, low-income countries and Africa;

6. Reiterates that core resources are the bedrock of UNFPA
and are essential to maintaining the multilateral nature of
the Fund's assistance; 

7. Recognizes that an effective and visible programme is
essential for resource mobilization and, while recognizing
the commendable efforts of UNFPA to date in this area,
urges the Fund to continue to expand its advocacy and
institutional profile at the national and international level
in order to illustrate better the importance of its work and
of the impact and effectiveness of its programmes; 

8. Also recognizes the importance for UNFPA of non-core
resources and the work of non-state actors in mobilizing
resources;

9. Adopts for UNFPA a programme-driven total resource goal
of $400 million for 1999; requests the Executive Director,
with the support of all the members of the Fund, to make
every effort to reach this goal by mobilizing resources from
all sources, including donor and programme countries,
foundations, and the private sector; and decides to review
this goal in September 1999 with a view to deciding goals
for future years;

10.Recognizes that overdependence on a limited number of
donors carries risks for the long-term financial sustaina-
bility of UNFPA and urges all donors and programme
countries in a position to do so to increase their contribu-
tions to core resources;

11.Decides, in this context, that UNFPA shall:
(a) Develop a multi-year funding framework that integrates

programme objectives, resources, budget and outcomes,
with the objective of increasing core resources, taking into
account the following principles:
(i) This framework shall maintain the order of priorities
and the mandate of UNFPA as determined by the Executive
Board;
(ii) This framework shall not introduce any conditiona-
lity nor result in distortions in priorities or changes in the
current system of resource allocation;
(iii) The allocation of additional core resources that may
be mobilized by the multi-year funding framework shall be
consistent with programming guidelines determined by the
Executive Board, and priority must be given to pro-
grammes;

(b) Designate the second regular session of the Executive
Board, starting tentatively with the second regular session
1999, as the time when all member countries would:
(i) Announce their voluntary core contributions to
UNFPA as follows: a firm funding commitment for the cur-
rent year; for those in a position to do so, a firm
contribution or indication of the contribution for the fol-
lowing year and a firm or tentative contribution for the
third year;
(ii) Announce payment schedules for the current year;
early payments should be encouraged;
(iii) Review the record of actual core contributions as well
as the timing of payments made in the previous calendar
year;

12.Decides to initiate a fully participative, transparent, 
open-ended consultative process between the UNFPA 
secretariat and the States members of UNFPA for 
designing a multi-year funding framework based on 
the principles as outlined in paragraph 11 of the present
decision and on the modalities for the announcement of
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contributions with a view to holding the first such 
meeting as stipulated in paragraph 11(b) of the present
decision;

13.Requests the Executive Director, on the basis of these con-
sultations, to submit to the Executive Board a report on the
multi-year funding framework for consideration at its sec-
ond regular session 1999.

23 September 1998

98/25. ITEM 10: SOUTH-SOUTH 
COOPERATION 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
Took note of the progress report on UNFPA support to
Partners in Population and Development (DP/FPA/1998/13)
and approved the continuing working relationship between
UNFPA and the Partners in Population and Development
as contained in the report.

ITEM 11: UNFPA COUNTRY 
PROGRAMMES AND RELATED 
MATTERS

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
Approved the extensions of the following country 
programmes:
Extension of Assistance to the Government of Pakistan
(DP/FPA/PAK/5/EXT 1);
Extension of Assistance to the Government of the
Philippines (DP/FPA/PHI/4/EXT 1);
Extension of Assistance to the Governments of Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan (DP/FPA/KATTUK/1/EXT 1);
Took note of the oral report on the UNFPA Global
Initiative on Contraceptive Requirements and Logistics
Management Needs in Developing Countries, including the
private sector initiative.

ITEM 12: COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD,
Took note of the report on the first meeting of the
WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA  Coordinating Committee on Health
(DP/FPA/1998/CRP.4) and the comments thereon, and
endorsed the Committee's terms of reference as contained
in the report. 

23 September 1998
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2815 (XXVI) UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR 
POPULATION ACTIVITIES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1084

(XXXIX) of 30 July 1965 on the work programmes and priori-
ties in the population fields,

Recalling further its resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17
December 1966, in response to which a trust fund, subse-
quently named the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, was established in 1967 by the Secretary-General,

Bearing in mind the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, con-
tained in General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24
October 1970, with particular reference to the demographic
objectives and policy measures set forth in paragraphs 13 and
65 of the Strategy,

Recognizing the responsibility of the Population
Commission to assist the Economic and Social Council in
accordance with its terms of reference, as defined in Council
resolution 150 (VII) of 10 August 1948,

Noting that the Secretary-General has requested the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
to administer the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities and that an Executive Director of the Fund has been
appointed,

Further noting with satisfaction the progress made to
date by the Fund to which, so far, thirty-two countries have
contributed,

Aware that the Fund has now become a viable entity in
the United Nations system,

Convinced that the Fund should play a leading role in the
United Nations system in promoting population programmes,
consistent with the decisions of the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council on the problem of fast popula-
tion growth as well as on the problem of under-population,
which could, among other things, hamper rapid economic
development,

Recognizing the need for the executing agencies of the
Fund to implement with dispatch, in close co-operation with
the Fund, population programmes requested by developing
countries in order that such programmes may have the
desired impact,

Expressing its appreciation of the efforts of the
Secretary-General, which have resulted in the unprecedented
growth and expansion of the Fund, and of the support
extended by the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme,
1. Invites Governments which are in a position to do so and

whose policies would allow it to make voluntary contribu-
tions to the United Nations Fund for Population Activities;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme and the Executive Director of the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities, to take the neces-
sary steps to achieve the desired improvements in the
administrative machinery of the Fund aimed at the effi-
cient and expeditious delivery of population programmes,
including measures to quicken the pace of recruiting the
experts and personnel required to cope with the increasing
volume of requests, as well as to consider the training of
experts and personnel in the developing countries;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to inform the
Economic and Social Council at its fifty-third session and
the General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session of the
steps he has taken in the implementation of the present
resolution and of any recommendations he may wish to
make in this regard.

2017th plenary meeting, 14 December 1971

3019 (XXVII) UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR 
POPULATION ACTIVITIES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its invitation and the requests set forth in its

resolution 2815 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971,
Welcoming the Secretary-General's note with interim 

recommendations requiring urgent action to achieve improve-
ments in the administrative machinery of the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities aimed at the efficient and 
expeditious delivery of population programmes,

Expressing its appreciation to the fifty-two Member
States which, to date, have responded to that invitation and
have pledged financial support to the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities,

Noting from the information given by the Secretary-
General that the administration of the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities has been reorganized over the past
year in order to make even more effective use of its staff and
resources,

Noting further that the resources of the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities and its scope of operations have
now grown to a size which makes its supervision by an inter-
governmental body desirable,

Expressing further its appreciation to the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
and to the Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities for their efforts, which have achieved the
significant results of the past year,

Noting also the recommendation of the Secretary-
General to change the character of the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities from a trust of the Secretary-General
into a fund established under the authority of the General
Assembly,
1. Decides to place the United Nations Fund for Population

Activities under the authority of the General Assembly;
2. Decides further, without prejudice to the overall responsi-

bilities and policy functions of the Economic and Social
Council, that the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme, subject to conditions to be
established by the Economic and Social Council, shall be
the governing body of the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities and invites the Governing Council to
concern itself with the financial and administrative policies
relating to the work programme, the fund-raising methods
and the annual budget of the Fund;

3. Invites the Governing Council to organize itself in such a
way that it can exercise effectively these functions, taking
into account the separate identity of the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities and its need to operate
under the guidance of the Economic and Social Council, in
close relationship with interested Governments and with
appropriate international and national bodies, governmen-
tal and non-governmental, interested in population
activities;

4. Authorizes the Governing Council, at its fifteenth session,
to apply to the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities funding principles similar to those of the United
Nations Development Programme and to establish the 
necessary financial rules and regulations, subject to 
consideration by the Governing Council of a report, 
prepared by the Executive Director of the Fund in 
consultation with the Administrator of the Programme,
and of the full implications thereof;

5. Requests the Governing Council to consider further steps
necessary to achieve improvements in the administrative
and operational machinery of the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities, to inform the Economic and Social
Council in its annual report of those further steps taken to

APPENDIX F
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implement General Assembly resolution 2815 (XXV) and
the present resolution and to submit annually a report on
the activities of the Fund to the Economic and Social
Council;

6. Renews its invitation to interested Governments to make
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities without prejudice to the agreed level
of growth of contributions to the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme and development assistance in 
general.

2113th plenary meeting, 18 December 1972

1763 (LIV) UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR 
POPULATION ACTIVITIES

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Recalling General Assembly resolution 2815 (XXV) of 14

December 1971 with its requests to the Secretary-General
regarding the United Nations Fund for Population Activities,
and the note by the Secretary-General in response to that reso-
lution,

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 3019 (XXVII) of
18 December 1972, which placed the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities under the authority of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme as the
governing body, subject to the conditions to be established by
the Economic and Social Council,

Bearing in mind the important work undertaken by the
regional economic commissions and their specialized organs
concerned with population matters,

Aware of the fact that there are considerable differences
in the population and demographic situations in each country
and that it is therefore necessary to adopt different approaches
and solutions for each country,

Expressing its desire that the Fund, in the elaboration of
its plans and programmes, should take into account the reso-
lutions adopted by the regional economic commissions and
their specialized organs dealing with population matters,

Reiterating the importance of maintaining the separate
identity of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities
under the general arrangements provided for in General
Assembly resolution 3019 (XXVII),

Recalling the willingness with which the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme and
the Administrator of the Programme assumed their responsi-
bilities in regard to the Fund,

Noting the report of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities,

Noting further in the annex to the report the recommen-
dations to the Secretary-General from the Review Committee
of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities,

Expressing its appreciation for the initiative and leader-
ship which has characterized the development of the Fund,

Mindful that in taking action on this resolution the
Council is fully cognizant of the fact that the World Population
Conference will mark a new development in population policy
for the world community of nations and for the population
activities of the United Nations system,
1. States that the aims and purposes of the United Nations

Fund for Population Activities are:
(a) To build up, on an international basis, with the assistance

of the competent bodies of the United Nations system, the
knowledge and the capacity to respond to national,
regional, interregional and global needs in the population
and family planning fields; to promote co-ordination in
planning and programming, and to co-operate with all
concerned;

(b) To promote awareness, both in developed and in develop-
ing countries, of the social, economic and environmental
implications of national and international population prob-
lems, of the human rights aspects of family planning, and
of possible strategies to deal with them in accordance with

the plans and priorities of each country;
(c) To extend systematic and sustained assistance to develop-

ing countries at their request in dealing with their
population problems, such assistance to be afforded in
forms and by means requested by the recipient countries
and best suited to meet the individual country's needs;

(d) To play a leading role in the United Nations system in pro-
moting population programmes and to co-ordinate
projects supported by the Fund;

2. Decides that the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities should invite countries to utilize the most appro-
priate implementing agents for their programmes,
recognizing that the primary responsibility for implement-
ing rests with the countries concerned;

3. Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme to submit annually to the
Economic and Social Council a report on the activities of
the United Nations Fund for Population Activities.

1858th plenary meeting, 18 May 1973

34/104 UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR
POPULATION ACTIVITIES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolution 3019 (XXVII) of 18 December

1972, in which it decided to place the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities under the authority of the General
Assembly and established the respective roles relating to the
Fund of the Economic and Social Council and the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution
1763 (LIV) of 18 May 1973, in which the Council called upon
the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to play a
leading role in the United Nations system in promoting popu-
lation programmes,

Recalling further its resolution 31/170 of 21 December
1976, in which it endorsed the general principles to be applied
by the United Nations Fund for Population Activities in allo-
cating resources,

Expressing its appreciation of the role the Economic
and Social Council and the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme have played in furthering
the aims of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities,

Noting with satisfaction that the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities has become a fully viable entity
within the United Nations system in the population field,
owing in particular to its level of resources and its increasing
assistance to the developing countries,

Taking note of the fact that the Colombo Declaration on
Population and Development issued by the International
Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development on 1 September 1979 calls, inter alia, for the
strengthening of the role and functions of the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities,
1. Affirms that the United Nations Fund for Population

Activities, which was placed under the authority of the
General Assembly by resolution 3019 (XXVII), is a sub-
sidiary organ of the Assembly in terms of Article 22 of the
United Nations Charter, without prejudice to section V of
the annex to Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December
1977 or to the mandates of other organizations of the
United Nations system concerned with population;

2. Invites the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme to consider devoting a specific
period of time during its sessions to adequate and separate
consideration of items relating to the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to arrange, in consultation
with the members of the Administrative Committee on Co-
ordination, for the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities to participate in all aspects in that body and its
subsidiary machinery;
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4. Reaffirms that the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities should continue to avail itself of the services of
the United Nations Development Programme, including
those of its resident representatives;

5. Invites Governments to continue and increase their contri-
butions to the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities in view of the rapidly growing needs of develop-
ing countries for population assistance;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session on the implementation
of the present resolution.

34th session of the General Assembly, 
14 December 1979

36/201 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS POPULATION AWARD

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling the World Population Plan of Action, adopted

by the United Nations Population Conference, held in 1974,
and noting with satisfaction the significant contributions made
by the United Nations to the implementation of the Plan,

Recognizing the economic and social implications of the
population trends, particularly related to development, as
described in reports prepared by the United Nations and the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, which indicate
that world population is projected to grow from 4.4 billion in
1980 to approximately 6.1 billion by the year 2000,

Recognizing the need to promote better awareness and
understanding of population issues, especially at the individual
and community levels of each country and in accordance with
national plans and priorities,

Further recognizing the special significance of estab-
lishing an award in order to promote that objective,
1. Decides to establish an annual award, to be named the

United Nations Population Award, for the most outstand-
ing contribution to the awareness of population questions
or to their solutions, by an individual or individuals, or by
an institution, to be presented through the United Nations;

2. Adopts the Regulations governing the United Nations
Population Award, annexed to the present resolution;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to make the necessary
arrangements, under the Regulations, for the commence-
ment of the Award in 1983, in consultation with the
Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to establish a Trust Fund
for the United Nations Population Award to receive volun-
tary contributions for the Award;

5. Decides that all costs related to Award should be borne
out of the Trust Fund for the United Nations Population
Award.

103rd plenary meeting, 17 December 1981

39/228 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON POPULATION, 1984

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution

1981/87 of 25 November 1981 on the convening of an
International Conference on Population, 1984.

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions
1982/7 of 30 April 1982, 1982/42 of 27 July 1983 and 1983/6 of
26 May 1983.

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 38/148 of
19 December 1983.
1. Endorses the report of the International Conference on

Population, 1984, containing the recommendations for the
further implementation of the World Population Plan of
Action;

2. Welcomes and strongly supports the Mexico City
Declaration on Population and Development, adopted by

the Conference on 14 August 1984;
3. Expresses its appreciation to the Government and people

of Mexico for their generous hospitality, co-operation and
support;

4. Commends the Secretary-General and the Secretary-
General of the Conference for the successful organization
of the Conference;

5. Affirms that the principal aim of social, economic and
human development, of which population goals and poli-
cies are integral parts, is to improve the standards of living
and quality of life of the people;

6. Also affirms that population growth, high mortality and
morbidity and migration problems continue to be causes
of great concern requiring immediate action;

7. Emphasizes the need, in implementing the recommenda-
tions of the Conference, to respect national sovereignty, to
combat all forms of racial discrimination, including
apartheid, and to promote social and economic develop-
ment, human rights and individual freedom;

8. Reaffirms the importance attached by the Conference to
the formulation and implementation of concrete policies
which will enhance the status and role of women in the
area of population policies and programmes, and to the
need to pay attention to specific problems of population
structures;

9. Invites Governments to consider the recommendations for
action at the national level and to implement appropriate
population policies and programmes, in the context of
their national plans, needs and requirements;

10. Emphasizes that international co-operation in the field of
population is essential for the implementation of recom-
mendations adopted at the Conference, and in that context
calls upon the international community to provide ade-
quate and substantial international support and assistance
for population activities, particularly through the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities, in order to ensure
more effective delivery of population assistance in the light
of growing needs in the field and the increasing efforts
being made by developing countries;

11. Invites the Population Commission, at its twenty-third ses-
sion, to review, within its area of competence, the
recommendations of the Conference and their implications
for the activities of the United Nations system, and to
transmit its views to the Economic and Social Council at
its first regular session of 1985;

12. Requests the Economic and Social Council to examine, at
its first regular session of 1985, the recommendations of
the Conference for the further implementation of the
World Population Plan of Action, in order to provide over-
all policy guidelines within the United Nations system on
population questions, and to undertake or to continue, on
an appropriate basis, the review, monitoring and appraisal
of the World Population Plan of Action, in accordance with
the Plan and relevant recommendations of the Conference;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to take, without delay,
appropriate steps regarding the relevant recommendations,
in particular recommendation 83, for further implementa-
tion of the World Population Plan of Action concerning the
role of international co-operation, taking note also of the
suggestions offered by various delegations and benefiting,
in the process, from the deliberations of the Economic and
Social Council, and to report to the General Assembly,
through the Economic and Social Council, on their imple-
mentation as soon as possible but not later than 1986.

104th plenary meeting, 18 December 1984  

1986/7 POPULATION QUESTIONS

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Recalling General Assembly resolution 39/228 of 18

December 1984 on the International Conference on
Population,
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Recalling also Council resolution 1985/4 of 28 May 1985,
1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the 

follow-up to Assembly resolution 39/2281,  suggesting steps 
to be taken on the relevant recommendations of the 
International Conference on Population2 in particular recom-
mendation 83 relating to the further strengthening of the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities so as to ensure
the more effective delivery of population assistance, taking
into account the growing needs in the field of population;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to implement those rec-
ommendations that fall within the competence of the
United Nations Secretariat, bearing in mind the need to
strengthen and improve, within their respective mandates,
existing institutions and arrangements and to secure more
effective interaction between them in an effort to reinforce
international co-operation in the field of population;

3. Decides to consider the report of the Population
Commission and relevant parts of the report of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme, together with relevant inputs from the
regional commissions, at its second regular sessions,
under an item entitled "Population questions", bearing in
mind the overall responsibilities and policy function of the
Economic and Social Council in population matters;

4. Reaffirms the importance of the research activities and
policy analysis of the United Nations in the field of 
population;

5. Invites the Population Commission to act upon the rec-
ommendations contained in paragraph 70 of the report of
the Secretary-General; 1

6. Invites also the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme, as the governing body of the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities:

(a) To use reports of the Population Commission for greater
exchange of information on population questions;

(b) To give adequate consideration to Fund matters, bearing in
mind the importance of population issues and the separate
identity of the Fund as stated in paragraph 3 of General
Assembly resolution 3019 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972;

(c) To continue to organize its work programme in a manner
that will facilitate the consideration of Fund matters before
relevant budgetary and administrative issues are taken up
in the Budget and Finance Committee of the Governing
Council;

7. Reaffirms the aims and purposes of the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities as set out in Council resolu-
tion 1763 (LIV) of 18 May 1973;

8. Urges the international community to strengthen further
the resource base of the Fund through greater contribu-
tions, in order to meet the increasing needs of the
developing countries for assistance in population activities;

9. Emphasizes the need to bring about a co-ordinated, effec-
tive and efficient strategy for the United Nations and the
United Nations system in addressing population issues;

10. Stresses that effective co-ordination in the field of popula-
tion can be achieved through efforts of Governments at the
national level and through improved inter-agency collabo-
ration at all levels;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the General
Assembly at its forty-second session, through the
Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of
the present resolution;

12. Also requests the Secretary-General to keep under review
the follow-up to General Assembly resolution 39/228 and to
include a separate section on the subject in the overview
report requested in paragraph 6 of council resolution
1985/4, taking into account the comments made by delega-
tions at the first regular session of 1986 of the Council, the
thirty-third session of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme and the forty-first ses-
sion of the General Assembly.

16th plenary meeting, 21 May 1986

1 A/41/179-E/1986/18.
2 Report on the International Conference on Population, Mexico City, 6-14

August 1984 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.XIII.8 and
corrigenda), chap. 1.

42/430 UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR 
POPULATION ACTIVITIES: 
CHANGE OF NAME

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Having noted Economic and Social Council decision

1987/175 of 8 July 1987 to recommend to the Assembly the
changing of the name of the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities to the United Nations Population Fund,
while retaining the abbreviation UNFPA, it being understood
that this change of name in no way changes, nor will change,
the present mandate, aims and purposes of the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, or the role and functions of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme, the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly with respect to the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities, decided to approve the change in the
name of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to
the United Nations Population Fund.

96th plenary meeting, 11 December 1987

44/210 FUTURE NEEDS IN THE FIELD 
OF POPULATION, INCLUDING 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR INTERNATIONAL
POPULATION ASSISTANCE

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Reaffirming the principles and objectives of the World

Population Plan of Action, adopted in Bucharest in 1974, 1 and
affirmed and expanded at the International Conference on
Population in Mexico City in 1984, 2

Recalling decision 87/30 of 18 June 1987 of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme, in which the Governing Council welcomed the
intention of the United Nations Population Fund to conduct a
wide-ranging review and assessment of accumulated popula-
tion experience in key areas within its mandate,

Recalling also its resolution 43/199 of 20 December 1988,
in which it welcomed the review and assessment being con-
ducted by the United Nations Population Fund of its
experience in the field of population and requested that an
appropriate summary of the main findings, conclusions and
recommendations be submitted to the Assembly at its forty-
fourth session,

Mindful of the diversity in culture and traditions as well
as in social, economic and political conditions among coun-
tries and respectful of the national sovereignty of all countries
to formulate, promote and implement their own population
policies,
1. Takes note of the report prepared by the United Nations

Population Fund containing the findings, conclusions and
recommendations of the review and assessment of
population programme experience; 3

2. Takes note with appreciation of the Amsterdam
Declaration on a Better Life for Future Generations,
adopted by the International Forum on Population in the
Twenty-first Century, held at Amsterdam from 6 to 9
November 1989; 4

3. Stresses the importance of taking duly into account the
outcome of the Forum in the preparations for and the
deliberations of relevant forthcoming United Nations con-
ferences, particularly the proposed international meeting
on population in 1994, and in the preparations of the
International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade;
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4. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund:

(a) To bring the results of the Forum to the attention of
Governments, United Nations organizations and non-
governmental organizations;

(b) To examine, in particular, the implications for population
programmes of the Declaration and to develop 
further the analysis of resource requirements for interna-
tional population assistance;

(c) To submit a report thereon to the General Assembly at its
forty-fifth session, through the Governing Council of the
United Nations Development Programme and the
Economic and Social Council.

85th plenary meeting, 22 December 1989

1. Report of the United Nations World Population Conference, Bucharest,
19-30 August 1974.

2. Report of the International Conference on Population, Mexico City, 6-14
August 1984 (United Nations publication, Sales No.E.84.XIII.8 and
Corr. 1 and 3). 

3. A/44/432, annex.
4. A/C.2/44/6.

45/216 POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolution 44/210 of 22 December 1989, in

which it requested the Executive Director of the United
Nations Population Fund to examine, in particular, the impli-
cations for population programmes of the Amsterdam
Declaration on A Better Life for Future Generations,1 to
develop further the analysis of resource requirements for inter-
national population assistance and to submit a report thereon
to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session, through the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme and the Economic and Social Council,

Noting decision 90/35 of 23 June 1990 of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme on
the United Nations Population Fund,2

Also noting Economic and Social Council resolution
1990/82 of 27 July 1990,

Noting that the report of the United Nations Population
Fund entitled The State of World Population 1990 stressed that
population growth and distribution are closely linked with
environmental and development issues,

Reaffirming the principles and objectives of the World
Population Plan of Action,3 which were affirmed and expanded
at the International Conference on Population, 4

Recognizing that socio-economic development is con-
ducive to the success of population policies,

Reaffirming also that assistance to developing countries
in the area of population should be substantially increased
during the 1990s and that developing countries should also
intensify their efforts to allocate adequate resources to popula-
tion programmes,
1. Emphasizes the national sovereignty of all countries to

formulate, adopt and implement their population policies,
mindful of their cultures, values and traditions, as well as
of their social, economic and political conditions, and also
consistent with human rights and with the responsibilities
of individuals, couples and families;

2. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director of the
United Nations Population Fund on the implications for
population programmes of the Amsterdam Declaration
and on efforts to develop further the analysis of resource
requirements for international population assistance,5

which outlines the unmet and expanding resource needs
for population activities;

3. Encourages the Fund to sustain the momentum generated
by the International Forum on Population in the Twenty-
first Century, held at Amsterdam from 6 to 9 November
1989, through continued follow-up to the recommenda-
tions contained in the Amsterdam Declaration;

4. Stresses the need to take into account all economic and
social factors in integrating demographic objectives in pop-
ulation strategies and in the formulation of development
strategies in general;

5. Emphasizes the importance of mobilizing and increasing
the resources required for population activities and, in this
context:

(a) Urges all Governments, each according to its capacity, con-
cerned international and regional organizations, including
the World Bank, and non-governmental organizations to
make every effort to mobilize the resources required for
population activities, which are estimated at $9 billion per
year by the year 2000, taking into account the potential for
user contributions, where feasible and advisable;

(b) Notes the crucial importance of resource investments in
health and education, especially for women, for the success
of population programmes, and urges Governments of
developing countries to strengthen, according to their
economic and social capacities and conditions, their
political and financial commitments to investments in the
social sector, and also urges Governments of developed
countries, as well as concerned international, regional and
non-governmental organizations, to strengthen their finan-
cial and technical support, in the areas of health and
education, to respond positively to requests for population
assistance and to increase significantly the proportion of
their development assistance destined for population 
activities;

(c) Stresses the desirability of concentrating Fund resources,
in accordance with the criteria established by the United
Nations Population Fund, on countries most in need of
assistance in the population field in view of their popula-
tion problems, taking into account the special needs of the
low-income countries, particularly the least developed
countries;

6. Encourages the Fund, in conformity with General
Assembly resolution 44/211 of 22 December 1989, to
strengthen and utilize national capacities through national
execution, to enhance accountability, to adopt a pro-
gramme-oriented approach and decentralize capacity and
authority to the field level and to support coordination of
the United Nations system at the country level through the
Resident Coordinators, and, in this context, encourages the
Fund to increase the utilization of available national exper-
tise in the formulation and implementation of population
assistance activities;

7. Further encourages the Fund, the United Nations
Children's Fund, the World Health Organization and other
relevant United Nations organizations and specialized
agencies to strengthen their cooperation in the field of
maternal and child health care and family planning, each
within its own mandate;

8. Emphasizes the importance of addressing the relationship
between demographic pressures and unsustainable con-
sumption patterns and environmental degradation during
the preparatory process of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development, taking into account the
subsequent decisions of the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, in accordance with General Assembly reso-
lution 44/228 of 22 December 1989;

9. Reaffirms the importance attached to the role of popula-
tion policies in relation to development, as emphasized,
inter alia, in the Declaration on International Economic
Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries,
adopted by the General Assembly at its eighteenth special
session,6 the Programme of Action for the Least Developed
Countries for the 1990s and the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade; 7

10. Welcomes the willingness of the nineteen members of the
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Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development, as expressed in
the December 1989 policy statement by Committee aid
ministers and heads of aid agencies for their aid policies
for the 1990s, and reiterated at Committee meetings on
population and development matters held in April and
June 1990, to assist developing countries to establish, fund
and implement effective population strategies and pro-
grammes as a matter of priority;

11. Stresses the primary role of Governments in the formula-
tion, implementation and coordination of population
policies and programmes at the national level and the role
of the United Nations Population Fund, upon request, in
supporting the development of national capacities in that
respect;

12. Stresses also the need for coordination at the regional and
interregional levels to focus on issues related to the attain-
ment of specific population goals and objectives;

13. Recommends that the Fund continue to focus attention
on the importance of population issues in the context of
overall development plans and programmes, in particular
those oriented towards the reactivation of economic
growth and development of developing countries, and on
the need to find and mobilize adequate resources to
address these issues, and in this context, urges the Fund to
continue to undertake activities aimed at building up bet-
ter awareness of population issues, including, inter alia,
their relation to environment and development issues and
World Population Day;

14. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund to give specific information, in the sec-
tion on policy and programme coordination of the annual
report, on the co-operation of the Fund with other relevant
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies.

71st plenary meeting, 21 December 1990

1. A/C.2/44/6, annex.
2. Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1990,

Supplement No. 9 (E/1990/29), annex I.
3. Report of the United Nations World Population Conference, Bucharest,

19-30 August 1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XIII.3),
chap. I.

4. Report of the International Conference on Population, Mexico City, 
6-14 August 1984 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.XIII.8)
and corrigenda.

5. See A/45/529.
6. Resolution S-18/3, annex.
7 . Resolution 45/199.

1991/93 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON POPULATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3344 (XXIX) of

17 December 1974 on the United Nations World Population
Conference, 37/14 B of 16 November 1982 on Secretariat
organization for United Nations special conferences, 39/228
of 18 December 1984 on the International Conference on
Population, 44/210 of 22 December 1989 on future needs in
the field of population, including the development of resource
requirements for international population assistance, S-18/3 of
1 May 1990, containing the Declaration on International
Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of
Economic Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, 45/199 of 21 December 1990, containing the
International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade, 45/206 of 21 December 1990 on
the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s and 45/216 of 21 December
1990 on population and development,

Recalling also its resolution 1989/91 of 26 July 1989, in
which it decided to convene an international meeting on popu-
lation in 1994, under the auspices of the United Nations,

Noting with satisfaction the appointment of the
Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund as
Secretary-General of the 1994 international meeting on popu-
lation and of the Director of the Population Division of the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs as
the Deputy Secretary-General of the meeting,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
preparations for a 1994 international meeting on population1

and the progress made in the preparations for the meeting,
Emphasizing the national sovereignty of all countries in

formulating, adopting and implementing their population poli-
cies, mindful of their culture, values and traditions, as well as
of their social, economic and political conditions, and consis-
tent with human rights and with the responsibilities of
individuals, couples and families,
1. Decides that the meeting should henceforth be called the

International Conference on Population and Development;
2. Invites the Secretary-General of the Conference and all

concerned organs, organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, in carrying out the preparatory activities
of the Conference, to draw on the guidelines provided in
the Declaration on International Economic Cooperation, in
particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth and
Development of the Developing Countries,2 and the
International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade,3 as well as on the results of
the Second United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries, 4 the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development and the International
Forum on Population in the Twenty-first Century,5 and to
draw on other recent major intergovernmental instruments
and meetings;

3. Decides that the objectives of the Conference should be:
(a) To contribute to the review and appraisal of the progress

made in reaching the objectives, goals and recommenda-
tions of the World Population Plan of Action6 and to
identify the obstacles encountered;

(b) To identify instruments and mechanisms in order to
ensure the operational implementation of the recommen-
dations;

(c) To maintain and strengthen the level of awareness of popu-
lation issues on the international agenda and their linkage
to development;

(d) To consider the desired focus of intensified action at the
global, regional and national levels, as well as all necessary
ways and means of treating population issues in their
proper developmental perspective during the forthcoming
decade and beyond;

(e) To adopt a set of recommendations for the next decade in
order to respond to the population and development issues
of high priority identified in paragraph 4 below;

(f) To enhance the mobilization of resources needed, espe-
cially in developing countries, for the implementation of
the results of the Conference; resources should be mo-
bilized at the international and national levels by each
country according to its capacity;

4. Emphasizes that population, sustained economic growth
and sustainable development will be the overall theme of
the Conference and identifies within that theme the follow-
ing groups of issues, which are not listed in any order of
priority, as those requiring the greatest attention, during
the forthcoming decade, from the international community
and from the Conference:

(a) Population growth, changes in demographic structure,
including ageing of population, and the regional diversity
of such changes, with particular emphasis on the interac-
tion between demographic variables and socio-economic
development;

(b) Population policies and programmes, with emphasis on
the mobilization of resources for developing countries, at
the international and national levels by each country
according to its capacity;
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(c) The interrelationships between population, development,
environment and related matters;

(d) Changes in the distribution of population, including socio-
economic determinants of internal migration and the
consequences for urban and rural development, as well as
determinants and consequences of all types of interna-
tional migration;

(e) Linkages between enhancing the roles and socio-
economic status of women and population dynamics,
including adolescent motherhood, maternal and child
health, education and employment, with particular refer-
ence to the access of women to resources and the provision
of services;

(f) Family-planning programmes, health and family well-
being;

5. Stresses the need, in connection with foregoing issues, to
take account of the particular circumstances of the least
developed countries;

6. Authorizes the Secretary-General of the Conference to
convene six expert group meetings corresponding to the six
groups of issues identified in paragraph 4 above, in order
to provide the required input for consideration by the
Conference, ensuring the participation of a full range of
relevant disciplines and of geographical regions;

7. Requests the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Cooperation to provide overall
guidance, orientation and coordination of the input from
the appropriate secretariats of the United Nations system
to the preparatory activities of the Conference;

8. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to make
use of the substantive contribution of all organs, organiza-
tions and bodies of the United Nations system concerned,
as well as of intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, in the preparatory activities for the
Conference;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to
make full use of the existing resources of all units of the
United Nations system concerned, in particular the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs
and the United Nations Population Fund;

10. Invites the regional commissions to convene as soon as
possible meetings or conferences to review the experience
gained in population policies and programmes in their
regions, in the light of paragraphs 3 and 4 above, bearing
in mind the relationship between such policies and pro-
grammes and development issues, and to propose future
action, as part of their contribution to the preparatory
activities for the Conference;

11. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to
report to the Economic and Social Council at its regular
sessions of 1992, 1993 and 1994 on the progress made in
all aspects of the preparatory activities for the Conference;

12. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to
report to the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development on the status of the preparations for 
the International Conference on Population and
Development;

13. Decides, in principle, to hold the second session of the
Preparatory Committee in August 1993, immediately fol-
lowing the rescheduled twenty-seventh session of the
Population Commission, to review the state of the prepara-
tory work, including the reports of the expert groups on
their meetings;

14. Also decides, in principle, to hold the third session of the
Preparatory Committee early in 1994 to review the docu-
mentation for the Conference, including the draft
recommendations;

15. Recommends that the General Assembly consider estab-
lishing a voluntary fund for the purpose of supporting the
developing countries, in particular the least developed
among them, in participating fully and effectively in the
Conference and its preparatory process and that it invite

Governments to contribute to such a fund;
16. Requests the Conference to report to the Economic and

Social Council and to the General Assembly.
32nd plenary meeting, 26 July 1991

1. E/1991/5.
2. General Assembly resolution S-18/3.
3. General Assembly resolution 45/199.
4. A/45/695.
5. Report of the International Forum on Population in the Twenty-first

Century, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 6-9 November 1989 (New York,
United Nations Population Fund, 1989).

6. Report of the United Nations Population Conference, Bucharest, 19-30
August 1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XIII.3), chap. I.

1992/37 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE   
ON POPULATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Recalling its resolutions 1989/91 of 26 July 1989 and

1991/93 of 26 July 1991,
1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of the

International Conference on Population and Development
on the status of preparatory activities for the Conference;

2. Accepts with gratitude the offer of the Government of
Egypt to host the Conference;1 

3. Decides to convene the Conference in Cairo from 5 to 13
September 1994.

41st plenary meeting, 30 July 1992

1.     E/1992/60.

47/176 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolutions 3344 (XXIX) of 17 December

1974 on the World Population Conference, 39/228 of 18
December 1984 on the International Conference on
Population, 44/210 of 22 December 1989 on future needs in
the field of population, including the development of resource
requirements for international population assistance, S-18/3 of
1 May 1990, the annex to which contains the Declaration on
International Economic Cooperation, in particular the
Revitalization of Economic Growth and Development of the
Developing Countries, 45/199 of 21 December 1990, the annex
to which contains the International Development Strategy for
the Fourth United Nations Development Decade, 45/206 of 21
December 1990 on the implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s, 45/216
of 21 December 1990 on population and development and
40/108 of 13 December 1985 on the implementation of the
Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution
1989/91 of 26 July 1989, in which the Council decided, in prin-
ciple, to convene in 1994, under the auspices of the United
Nations, an international meeting on population,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1991/93 of 26 July 1991, in which the Council decided
that the international meeting on population should thence-
forth be called the International Conference on Population
and Development,

Endorsing fully the objectives of the Conference as
decided in Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/93,
and its overall theme of population, sustained economic growth
and sustainable development, as stated in that resolution,

Recognizing the important contribution that regional
conferences will play in preparations for the Conference, par-
ticularly through evaluation and updating of regional
population plans of action,

Noting with satisfaction the appointment by the
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Secretary-General of the United Nations of the Executive
Director of the United Nations Population Fund as Secretary-
General of the International Conference on Population and
Development, and of the Director of the Population Division of
the Department of Economic and Social Development of the
United Nations Secretariat as the Deputy Secretary-General of
the Conference,

Emphasizing the national sovereignty of all countries in
formulating, adopting and implementing policies relating to
population, mindful of their cultures, values and traditions, as
well as of their social, economic and political conditions, and
consistent with human rights and with the responsibilities of
individuals, couples and families,

Conscious of the important contribution made by
research and information dissemination institutions to a clear
understanding of the interrelationship of population and
development,

Recognizing the importance of the outcome of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development,
including those sections of Agenda 21 1 concerning population,
in the preparation for the International Conference on
Population and Development,
1. Emphasizes the need for comprehensive national popula-

tion policies based on national priorities and compatible with
sustained economic growth and sustainable development;

2. Also emphasizes the need to increase and strengthen the
level of awareness of population issues in the international
agenda and their treatment as an integral part of sustained
economic growth and sustainable development;

3. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolution 1992/37
of 30 July 1992, in which the Council decided to convene
the International Conference on Population and
Development at Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994;

4. Accepts with deep appreciation the generous offer of the
Government of Egypt to act as host to the Conference;

5. Recommends that the Conference be convened at the
ministerial level;

6. Stresses the importance of the active participation of
Member States in the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference and, in this context, invites the Preparatory
Committee at its second session to elect its bureau, with
due regard to equitable geographical representation;

7. Decides that the host country to the Conference, Egypt,
shall be ex officio a member of the Bureau of the
Preparatory Committee;

8. Invites the Economic and Social Council, at its organiza-
tional session for 1993, taking fully into consideration the
views expressed during the forty-seventh session of the
General Assembly, to consider the possibility of adjusting
the proposed timing and duration of the second and third
sessions of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference
within existing budgetary resources and without prejudice
to the utilization of resources available through voluntary
contributions to the trust funds, taking fully into account
the need to ensure the success of the Conference in fulfill-
ing its mandate and for this purpose to ensure an adequate
intergovernmental preparatory process for it;

9. Calls upon all organs, organizations and programmes of
the United Nations system, as well as other relevant inter-
governmental organizations, to contribute fully to the
preparations for the Conference;

10. Welcomes the decision of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to ensure the necessary coordination of
contributions within the United Nations system through
the Administrative Committee on Coordination;

11. Invites all States to take an active part in the preparations
for the Conference and to promote broad-based national
preparatory processes;

12. Recognizes the importance of the participation in the
Conference and its preparatory process of all relevant non-
governmental organizations from developed and
developing countries;

13. Requests the Economic and Social Council at its organiza-
tional session for 1993 to formulate and adopt modalities
to ensure the participation in and contribution to the
Conference and its preparatory process of relevant non-
governmental organizations, in particular those from
developing countries, taking into account the procedures
followed in the process for the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development and the experiences
gained in this matter in previous United Nations popula-
tion conferences;

14. Stresses the significance of the various regional perspec-
tives that exist on issues of population and development,
and welcomes in this context the convening by the regional
commissions and the United Nations Population Fund of
regional population conferences, whose outcome will 
contribute significantly to the preparations for the Inter-
national Conference on Population and Development;

15. Notes the establishment of voluntary trust funds for sup-
port of the Conference and for the purpose of assisting
developing countries, in particular the least developed
among them, to participate fully and effectively in the
Conference and in its preparatory process;

16. Expresses its appreciation to contributors to the funds,
and invites Governments in a position to do so to con-
tribute generously to those funds;

17. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the Conference to
continue to make every effort to raise extrabudgetary
resources for the Conference;

18. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference, in the
light of the need for thorough preparations for the
Conference, to ensure the timely circulation of the docu-
mentation for the regional conferences, expert meetings
and Preparatory Committee;

19. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
take appropriate steps, as part of the preparatory process,
to ensure that the Conference and the issues to be dis-
cussed at it are widely publicized;

20. Also requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
in close consultation with the Secretary-General of the
Conference, to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-
eighth session, through the Economic and Social Council,
a progress report on the implementation of the present 
resolution;

21. Decides to include an agenda item entitled "International
Conference on Population and Development" in the provi-
sional agenda of the forty-eighth session of the General
Assembly.

93rd plenary meeting, 22 December 1992

1. See Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/CONF.151/26, vols. I
and II and Corr.1 and III).

1993/76 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON POPULATION AND        
DEVELOPMENT

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Reaffirming General Assembly resolutions 45/216 of 21

December 1990 and 47/176 of 22 December 1992 and Council
resolutions 1989/91 of 26 July 1989, 1991/93 of 26 July 1991
and 1993/4 of 12 February 1993,

Reaffirming Council resolution 1992/37 of 30 July 1992,
in which the Council accepted the offer of the Government of
Egypt to host the International Conference on Population and
Development and decided to convene the Conference in Cairo
from 5 to 13 September 1994,

Reaffirming also General Assembly resolutions S-18/3 of
1 May 1990, containing the Declaration on International
Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of
Economic Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, 45/199 of 21 December 1990 on the International
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Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations
Development Decade, 45/206 of 21 December 1990 on the
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s, 45/217 of 21 December
1990 on the World Summit for Children, 46/151 of 18
December 1991 on the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s, the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development 1 and Agenda 21,2 adopted by
the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, held at Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992,

Recognizing the particular importance of population
issues in the context of sustained economic growth and sustain-
able development processes and conscious of the need to give
priority to the issues related to population and development,

Aware of the political impetus given to the population
issue on the international agenda since the decision of the
United Nations to hold a meeting on population,

Taking note of the appointment of the Executive Director
of the United Nations Population Fund as Secretary-General
of the International Conference on Population and Develop-
ment and of the Director of the Population Division of the
Department of Economic and Social Information and Policy
Analysis of the Secretariat as the Deputy Secretary-General of
the Conference,

Stressing the need for the intergovernmental preparatory
process for the International Conference on Population and
Development to be able to accomplish its work before the
Conference itself,
1. Recommends that the Preparatory Committee for the

International Conference on Population and Development
become a subsidiary body of the General Assembly, without
prejudice to current arrangements for participation in the
International Conference on Population and Development
and its preparatory process, and in that context, decides
that the report of the Preparatory Committee on its second
session will be submitted, through the Economic and Social
Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session,
to be considered under the item entitled "International
Conference on Population and Development", stipulated in
General Assembly resolution 47/176,

2. Requests the Secretary-General of the International
Conference on Population and Development to prepare by
February 1994, for the information of delegations, the first
draft of the final substantive document of the Conference,
taking into account the views expressed by participants
during the second session of the Preparatory Committee
and the forty-eighth session of the General Assembly;

3. Decides to extend the third session of the Preparatory
Committee for the Conference by one week, starting on 4
April 1994, and to ensure that adequate facilities are avail-
able for it, all within the approved budget limit set by the
General Assembly for the biennium 1994-1995;

4. Decides also to convene two-day pre-Conference consulta-
tions at the venue of the Conference;

5. Expresses its appreciation for the extrabudgetary contri-
butions to the trust funds established to assist developing
countries, in particular the least developed among them, in
preparing for and participating fully and effectively in the
Conference and its preparatory process, and invites all
Member States and organizations in a position to do so to
support these trust funds further;

6. Reaffirms the significance of the media, and requests the
Secretary-General of the United Nations to promote the
objectives and activities of the Conference;

7. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in
collaboration with the Secretary-General of the
Conference, to include in the report referred to in para-
graph 20 of General Assembly resolution 47/176, an
annotated outline of the final document of the Conference,
as well as information on the implementation of the pre-
sent resolution.

46th plenary meeting, 30 July 1993

1.  Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted
by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.I.8), res-
olution 1, annex I.

2. Ibid., annex II.

48/186 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolution 47/176 of 22 December 1992 on

the International Conference on Population and Development,
to be held in Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions
1989/91 of 26 July 1989, 1991/93 of 26 July 1991, 1992/37 of 30
July 1992 and 1993/4 of 12 February 1993,

Recognizing the importance of population issues in the
context of sustained economic growth and sustainable devel-
opment and the need to treat population issues in their proper
development perspective,

Noting the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
International Conference on Population and Development on
its second session,1

Emphasizing the importance of a thorough intergovern-
mental preparatory process for the subsequent success of the
Conference,
1. Takes note with appreciation of the progress report of the

Secretary-General on the preparations for the International
Conference on Population and Development 2 and the
accompanying annotated outline of the draft final docu-
ment of the Conference; 3

2. Endorses fully Economic and Social Council resolution
1993/76 of 30 July 1993 on the preparations for the
International Conference on Population and Development;

3. Decides that the Preparatory Committee for the
International Conference on Population and Development
shall become a subsidiary body of the General Assembly,
without prejudice to current arrangements for participa-
tion in the Conference and its preparatory process;

4. Expresses its appreciation to States and organizations
for the extrabudgetary contributions made so far to the
three trust funds that have been established to support
preparatory activities, including national activities, as well
as to support the participation in the Conference and its
preparatory process of developing countries, particularly
the least developed among them, and calls upon all States
and organizations in a position to do so to support those
trust funds further;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference, in
preparing the draft final document of the Conference, to be
guided by the views expressed by the delegations and
groups of delegations on the annotated outline, including
those expressed at the forty-eighth session of the General
Assembly;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference, in
recognition of the importance to the preparations for the
Conference of the regional and subregional population
conferences, to submit to the Preparatory Committee at its
third session a report synthesizing the results of those 
conferences;

7. Further requests the Secretary-General of the Conference
to convene, within existing resources, informal consulta-
tions at United Nations Headquarters in the period prior to
the third session of the Preparatory Committee, to
exchange views in preparation for negotiations on the draft
final document of the Conference;

8. Reaffirms the importance of the participation in and con-
tribution to the preparatory process and the Conference
itself of non-governmental organizations in accordance
with the relevant provisions of Economic and Social
Council resolution 1993/4;

9. Emphasizes the particular importance of immediate
action in widely publicizing the objectives of the
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Conference and the issues to be discussed at it;
10. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in

close consultation with the Secretary-General of the
Conference, to ensure implementation of the present 
resolution;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-
ninth session an item entitled "Report of the International
Conference on Population and Development."

86th plenary meeting, 21 December 1993

1.   E/1993/69.
2.   A/48/430.
3. A/48/430/Add.1.

49/3 TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNITED NATIONS POPULATION
FUND

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17 December 1966,

in response to which a trust fund, subsequently named the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, was established
in 1967 by the Secretary-General,

Taking note that the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, renamed in 1987 as the United Nations Population
Fund, began operations in 1969,

Recalling also its resolutions 3019 (XXVII) of 18
December 1972, 31/170 of 21 December 1976, and 34/104 of
14 December 1979, in which it, inter alia, recognized the lead-
ing role and effectiveness of the Fund in the United Nations
system in the population field and affirmed the Fund as a sub-
sidiary body of the General Assembly,

Reaffirming Economic and Social Council resolutions
1763 (LIV) of 18 May 1973 and 1986/7 of 21 May 1986 stating
the aims and purposes of the Fund,
1. Congratulates the United Nations Population Fund on the

occasion of its twenty-fifth anniversary;
2. Notes with satisfaction the positive contributions the Fund

and its dedicated staff have made during its first 25 years
in promoting better understanding and awareness of popu-
lation and development issues, in improving the quality of
human life, and in extending systematic and sustained
assistance to developing countries, at their request, to
undertake appropriate national programmes to address
their population and development needs.

39th plenary meeting, 20 October 1994

49/128 REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND
DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolutions 47/176 of 22 December 1992 and

48/186 of 21 December 1993 on the International Conference
on Population and Development, and 48/162 of 20 December
1993 on the restructuring and revitalization of the United
Nations in the economic, social and related fields,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions
1989/91 of 26 July 1989, 1991/93 of 26 July 1991, 1992/37 of 30
July 1992, 1993/4 of 12 February 1993 and 1993/76 of 30 July
1993, in which the Council decided on the convening, man-
date and preparatory process of the International Conference
on Population and Development,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council decision
1994/227 of 14 July 1994, by which the Council approved the
provisional agenda and documentation for the twenty-eighth
session of the Population Commission, including discussion of
the implications of the recommendations of the International
Conference on Population and Development,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 3
(III) of 3 October 1946, 150 (VII) of 10 August 1948 and
1985/4 of 28 May 1985 on the mandate of the Population

Commission, as well as 1763 (LIV) of 18 May 1973 and 1986/7
of 21 May 1986 on the aims and purposes of the United
Nations Population Fund,

Having considered the report of the International
Conference on Population and Development, 1 held at Cairo,
from 5 to 13 September 1994,

Reaffirming the importance of the outcome of the World
Population Conference, held at Bucharest in 1974, and the
International Conference on Population, held at Mexico City
in 1984, and acknowledging fully the integrated approach
taken during the International Conference on Population and
Development, which recognizes the interrelationship among
population, sustained economic growth and sustainable 
development,

Recognizing that the implementation of the recommen-
dations contained in the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development 2 is
the sovereign right of every country, in accordance with its
national laws and development priorities, with full respect for
the various religious and ethical values and cultural back-
grounds of its peoples and in conformity with universally
recognized international human rights,

Expressing its belief in the contribution that the out-
come of the International Conference on Population and
Development will make to the forthcoming World Summit for
Social Development, the Fourth World Conference on Women
and the second United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat II), in particular with regard to the call
for a greater investment in people and for the empowerment
of women to ensure their full participation at all levels in the
social, economic and political lives of their communities,

Expressing its satisfaction at the fact that the
International Conference on Population and Development and
its preparatory process enabled the full and active involvement
of States Members of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies, of observers and various intergovernmental organi-
zations and of representatives of non-governmental
organizations representing all regions of the world,

Expressing its profound gratitude to the Government
and people of Egypt for the hospitality extended to the partici-
pants at the Conference and for the facilities, staff and services
placed at their disposal,
1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the

International Conference on Population and Development; 3

2. Endorses the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development, 4  adopted on
13 September 1994;

3. Acknowledges the contribution made by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of
the Conference to the successful organization of the
Conference;

4. Affirms that, in the implementation of the Programme of
Action, Governments should commit themselves at the
highest political level to achieving its goals and objectives,
which reflect a new, integrated approach to population and
development, and take a lead role in coordinating the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of follow-up
actions;

5. Calls upon all Governments, organizations of the United
Nations system and other major groups concerned with
population and development issues, including intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations,
parliamentarians and other community leaders, to give the
widest possible dissemination to the Programme of Action
and to seek public support for its goals, objectives and
actions;

6. Fully acknowledges that the factors of population, health,
education, poverty, patterns of production and consump-
tion, empowerment of women and the environment are
closely interconnected and should be considered through
an integrated approach, and that the follow-up to the
Conference must reflect this fact;
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7. Urges all countries to consider their current spending pri-
orities with a view to making additional contributions for
the implementation of the Programme of Action, taking
into account the provisions of chapters XIII and XIV of the
Programme of Action and the economic constraints faced
by developing countries, in particular the least developed
among them;

8. Acknowledges the importance of the subregional and
regional activities undertaken during the preparations for
the Conference, including the regional strategies, plans and
declarations adopted as part of that process, and invites
the regional commissions, other regional and subregional
organizations and the development banks to examine the
results of the Conference within their respective mandates,
for the follow-up and implementation of the Programme of
Action at the regional level;

9. Emphasizes that international cooperation in the field of
population and development is essential for the implemen-
tation of the recommendations adopted at the Conference,
and in this context calls upon the international community
to provide, both bilaterally and multilaterally, adequate and
substantial support and assistance for population and
development activities, including through the United
Nations Population Fund and other organs and organiza-
tions of the United Nations system and the specialized
agencies that will be involved in the implementation, at all
levels, of the Programme of Action;

10. Calls upon the organs and organizations of the United
Nations system and the specialized agencies to undertake
the actions required to give full and effective support to the
implementation of the Programme of Action;

11. Emphasizes the need to maintain and enhance effective
partnership with non-governmental groups and organiza-
tions so as to ensure their continued contributions and
cooperation within all aspects of population and develop-
ment, and urges all countries to establish appropriate
national follow-up mechanisms, in partnership with non-
governmental organizations, community groups and
representatives of the media and the academic community,
and to seek the support of parliamentarians, so as to
ensure the full implementation of the Programme of
Action;

12. Recognizes the importance of South-South cooperation in
the implementation of the Programme of Action;

13. Also recognizes that the effective implementation of the
Programme of Action will require an increased commit-
ment of financial resources, both domestically and
externally, and in this context calls upon the developed
countries to complement the national financial efforts of
developing countries on population and development and
intensify their efforts to transfer new and additional
resources to the developing countries, in accordance with
the relevant provisions of the Programme of Action, in
order to ensure that population and development objec-
tives and goals are met;

14. Acknowledges that countries with economies in transition
should receive temporary assistance for population and
development activities in view of the difficult economic
and social problems faced by these countries at present,
and therefore suggests that the specialized agencies and all
related organizations of the United Nations system should
adjust, on this basis, their programmes and activities in
line with the Programme of Action and take appropriate
measures to ensure its full and effective implementation;

15. Emphasizes the importance of the early identification and
allocation of financial resources by all members of the
international community, including regional financial insti-
tutions, to enable them to fulfil their commitments with
regard to the implementation of the Programme of Action;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to consult with the various
bodies of the United Nations system, as well as with inter-
national financial institutions and various bilateral aid

organizations and agencies, with a view to promoting an
exchange of information among them on the requirements
for international assistance, reviewing on a regular basis
the specific needs of countries in the field of population
and development and maximizing the availability of
resources and their most effective utilization;

17. Invites the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate
resources are provided for the Conference follow-up activi-
ties of the United Nations Secretariat during 1995;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare periodic
reports for the substantive sessions of the Economic and
Social Council on the flow of financial resources for assist-
ing in the implementation of the Programme of Action and
to promote the exchange of information on the require-
ments for international assistance among the members of
the donor community;

19. Urges the international community to promote a support-
ive international economic environment by adopting
favourable macroeconomic policies for promoting sus-
tained economic growth and sustainable development;

20. Stresses the importance of continued and enhanced co-
operation and coordination by all relevant organs,
organizations and programmes of the United Nations sys-
tem and the specialized agencies in the implementation of
the Programme of Action;

21. Emphasizes the need for follow-up activities relating to
the Conference and the Programme of Action so as to uti-
lize, to the fullest extent possible, existing capacity within
the United Nations system in the area of population and
development, including the Population Commission, the
Population Division of the Department for Economic and
Social Information and Policy Analysis of the United
Nations Secretariat and the United Nations Population
Fund, as well as other organizations, programmes and
funds of the United Nations and the specialized agencies
whose support and commitment are required for the suc-
cessful implementation of the full range of activities
outlined in the Programme of Action;

22. Requests the specialized agencies and all related organiza-
tions of the United Nations system to review and, where
necessary, adjust their programmes and activities in line
with the Programme of Action and take appropriate mea-
sures to ensure its full and effective implementation, taking
into account the specific needs of developing countries,
and invites them to report to the Economic and Social
Council at its substantive session of 1995 for coordination
purposes and to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session
for policy implications;

23. Decides that the General Assembly, through its role in pol-
icy formulation, the Economic and Social Council, through
its role in overall guidance and coordination, in accor-
dance with Assembly resolution 48/162, and a revitalized
Population Commission shall constitute a three-tiered
intergovernmental mechanism that will play the primary
role in the follow-up to the implementation of the
Programme of Action, keeping in mind the need to develop
a common framework for a coherent follow-up to United
Nations summits and conferences, and to this end:

(a) The General Assembly, being the highest intergovernmen-
tal mechanism for the formulation and appraisal of policy
on matters relating to the follow-up to the International
Conference on Population and Development, will organize
a regular review of the implementation of the Programme
of Action;

(b) The Economic and Social Council, in assisting the General
Assembly, will promote an integrated approach, provide
systemwide coordination and guidance in the monitoring
of the implementation of the Programme of Action and
make recommendations thereon;

(c) The revitalized Population Commission, as a functional
commission assisting the Economic and Social Council,
will monitor, review and assess the implementation of the
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Programme of Action at the national, regional and interna-
tional levels and advise the Council thereon;

24. Also decides that, to emphasize the new and comprehen-
sive approach to population and development embodied in
the Programme of Action, the revitalized Population
Commission shall be renamed the Commission on
Population and Development;

25. Further decides that the Commission on Population and
Development shall meet on an annual basis, beginning in
1996;

26. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council
review, at its substantive session of 1995, the Commission's
terms of reference and mandate so as to bring them fully
into line with the provisions of paragraph 23 (c);

27. Also recommends that the Economic and Social Council,
pursuant to the decisions made on the terms of reference
and enhanced mandate of the revitalized Commission,
should consider at its substantive session of 1995 the com-
position of the Commission, in order to ensure that the
Commission fully fulfils its functions as provided in para-
graph 23, taking into account the integrated
multidisciplinary and comprehensive approach of the
Programme of Action as well as the membership of the
other functional commissions of the Council;

28. Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its substan-
tive session of 1995, to consider:

(a) The establishment of a separate executive board of the
United Nations Population Fund;

(b) The submission of recommendations to the Secretary-
General concerning secretariat support and coordination
arrangements for the United Nations system;

(c) The submission of recommendations to the Secretary-
General regarding the establishment of an appropriate
interagency coordination, collaboration and harmonization
mechanism for the implementation of the Programme of
Action;

29. Also requests the Economic and Social Council, at its sub-
stantive session of 1995, to review the reporting procedures
within the United Nations system regarding population
and development issues, including a quinquennial review
and appraisal of the progress made in achieving the goals
and objectives of the Programme of Action, in order to
ensure full support for its implementation, bearing in mind
the reporting procedures for all United Nations confer-
ences in the economic and social field;

30. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with
States, to prepare a report on institutional follow-up issues
and reporting procedures in the United Nations system, to
be submitted to the Economic and Social Council at its
substantive session of 1995;

31. Requests the Economic and Social Council:
(a) To discuss the relevant matters concerning the implemen-

tation of population and development programmes, as well
as matters concerning harmonization, cooperation and col-
laboration within the United Nations system regarding the
implementation of the Programme of Action;

(b) To discuss the reports submitted by the different
bodies and organs on various matters related to the
Programme of Action;

32. Invites the governing body of the United Nations
Population Fund to oversee, on a regular basis, the
response of the Fund to the needs of countries regarding
activities to strengthen national population and develop-
ment programmes, including the specific requests from
developing countries for assistance in the preparation of
national reports, within its area of competence, and to
report to the Economic and Social Council on this matter;

33. Calls upon the programmes of the United Nations system
and the regional commissions and funds to provide their
full and active support to the implementation of the
Programme of Action, particularly at the field level,
through the United Nations Resident Coordinator system,

and invites the relevant specialized agencies to do the
same;

34. Requests the Commission on Population and
Development, at its twenty-eighth session, to review, within
its area of competence, the Programme of Action and its
implications and to transmit its views to the Economic and
Social Council at its substantive session of 1995;

35. Requests the Secretary-General to report, through the
Economic and Social Council, to the General Assembly at
its fiftieth session on the implementation of the present
resolution;

36. Decides to include in the agenda of its forthcoming ses-
sions, within existing clusters, an item entitled
"Implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development".   

92nd plenary meeting, 19 December 1994

1. A/CONF.171/13 and Add.1.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid., chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

1995/55 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Recalling General Assembly resolution 49/128 of 19

December 1994 on the report of the International Conference
on Population and Development, in which the Assembly
endorsed the Programme of Action of the Conference, and tak-
ing note of the Commission on Population and Development
decisions 1995/1 and 1995/2 of 2 March 1995.
1. Takes notes of the report of the Secretary-General on the

implementation of General Assembly resolution 49/128;
2. Notes the action taken so far by Governments and the inter-

national community to implement the Programme of Action
of the International Conference on Population and Devel-
opment and encourages them to strengthen their efforts in
this regard in a concerted and coordinated manner;

3. Endorses the terms of reference proposed by the
Commission on Population and Development in its report
on its twenty-eighth session, which reflect the comprehen-
sive and integrated nature of population and development,
and decides that, in addition to those terms of reference,
the Commission should review the findings of research
and analysis pertaining to the interrelationship between
population and development at the national, regional and
global levels and advise the Council thereon;

4. Decides that Government representatives nominated to
serve on the Commission should have the relevant back-
ground in population and development;

5. Also decides, bearing in mind the new terms of reference,
new mandate and work programme of the Commission, to
enlarge the Commission’s membership at a resumed ses-
sion of the Council no later than 31 December 1995,
recognizing the importance of adequate representation;

6. Further decides, bearing in mind the new terms of 
reference, new mandate and work programme of the 
Commission, to enlarge the Commission’s membership 
at a resumed session of the Council no later than 31
December 1995, recognizing the importance of adequate
representation;

7. Endorses the multi-year work programme proposed by
the Commission in its report on its twenty-eighth session;

8. Recalls that the General Assembly, in paragraph 28 (c) of
its resolution 49/128, requested the Council to consider the
submission of recommendations to the Secretary-General
regarding the establishment of an appropriate inter-agency
coordination, collaboration and harmonization mechanism
for the implementation of the Programme of Action;
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9. Notes that the Secretary-General has established an inter-
agency task force, with the United Nations Population
Fund as the lead agency, for the implementation of the
Programme of Action and welcomes the intention of the
Secretary-General to report through the Commission to the
Council on the work of the task force, so as to ensure sys-
tem-wide cooperation in the implementation of the
Programme of Action;

10. Further notes that the work programme of the
Commission set out in its report contains a request that
the work of the Inter-Agency Task Force be expanded to
include migration issues;

11. Invites the Department for Economic and Social
Information and Policy Analysis of the Secretariat and
other relevant organizations and bodies, in particular the
United Nations Population Fund, to work closely in the
preparation of reports for the Commission;

12. Also invites the Department, in its report to the
Commission, to analyse and evaluate relevant comparative
international information on population and development
issues, to focus on issues that need further clarification
and to submit suggestions for recommendations by the
Commission;

13. Recommends that the General Assembly at its fiftieth ses-
sion consider further, in the context of the comprehensive
review of the implementation of its resolution 48/162 of 20
December 1993, the establishment of a separate executive
board for the United Nations Population Fund, taking into
account the role of the Fund in the follow-up of the imple-
mentation of the Programme of Action and bearing in
mind the administrative, budgetary and programme impli-
cations of such a proposal.

57th plenary meeting, 28 July 1995

50/124 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolutions 49/128 of 19 December 1994 on

the report of the International Conference on Population and
Development, and 48/162 of 20 December 1993 on the restruc-
turing and revitalization of the United Nations in the
economic, social and related fields,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council decision
1994/227 of 14 July 1994, by which the Council approved the
provisional agenda and documentation for the twenty-eighth
session of the then Population Commission, including discus-
sion of the implications of the recommendations of the ICPD,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1995/55 of 28 July 1995 on the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development,  by which the Council endorsed
the terms of reference proposed by the renamed Commission
on Population and Development in its report on its twenty-
eighth session, which reflect the comprehensive and integrated
nature of population and development,

Acknowledging fully the integrated approach taken dur-
ing the International Conference on Population and
Development, which recognizes the interrelationship between
population, sustained economic growth and sustainable devel-
opment,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 49/128
on the report of the International Conference on Population
and Development,

Recognizing that the implementation of the recommen-
dations contained in the Programme of Action is the sovereign
right of every country, in accordance with its national laws
and development priorities, with full respect for the various
religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its

peoples and in conformity with universally recognized interna-
tional human rights,

Reaffirming the importance of the principles and con-
cepts set out in the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development and Agenda 21 for the purpose of implementing
the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, and in that regard recognizing
that chapter 5 of Agenda 21 and chapter III of the Programme
of Action reinforce one another and together form a compre-
hensive and compelling up-to-date account of what needs to
be done about the interface between population, environment
and sustainable development,

Noting with satisfaction the contribution that the out-
come of the International Conference on Population and
Development has made to the World Summit for Social
Development and the Fourth World Conference on Women,
and expressing its belief in the contribution that the outcome
of the International Conference on Population and
Development will make to the forthcoming United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (HABITAT II) and in the
elaboration of an agenda for development, in particular with
regard to the call for a greater investment in people,
1. Notes the action taken so far by Governments and the

international community to implement the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development, and encourages them to strengthen their
efforts in that regard;

2. Reiterates its commitment to the full implementation of
the Programme of Action, and reaffirms that Governments
should continue to commit themselves at the highest politi-
cal level to achieving its goals and objectives, which reflect
a new integrated approach to population and development,
and to take the lead role in coordinating the implementa-
tion, monitoring and evaluation of the follow-up actions;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the implementation of General
Assembly resolution 49/128 and of the proposals continued
therein; 

4. Takes note of the following proposals made by the United
Nations Population Fund in the above-mentioned report:

(a) To replace the biennial report of the Fund to the
Commission on Population and Development on multila-
teral population assistance by an annual report on the
amount of financial resources allocated for the implemen-
tation of the Programme of Action at the national and
international levels;

(b) To refine and improve further, where necessary, the current
system devoted to monitoring the amount of international
assistance for programmes dealing with population and
development so as to render it more accurate;

5. Endorses Economic and Social Council decision 1995/320
of 12 December 1995, by which it enlarged the member-
ship of the Commission on Population and Development
from 27 to 47 members, elected by the Council from
among the members of the United Nations and members
of its specialized agencies, in time to take part in the
twenty-ninth session of the Commission, and that the
regional representation would be 12 for African States, 11
for Asian States, 5 for Eastern European States, 9 for Latin
American and Caribbean States and 10 for Western
European and Other States, bearing in mind that the rep-
resentatives of Governments that are to serve on the
Commission should have a relevant background in popu-
lation and development, in order to ensure that it fulfils its
functions as reflected in its updated and enhanced compre-
hensive approach of the Programme of Action and the
membership of the other functional commissions of the
Council;

6. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on mon-
itoring world population trends and policies, and of the
Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund
on monitoring multilateral population assistance;
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7. Renews its call to all Governments, organizations of the
United Nations system and other major groups concerned
with population and development issues, including inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations,
parliamentarians and other community leaders, to con-
tinue to give the widest possible dissemination to the
Programme of Action, including the use of electronic data
networks, to seek public support for its goals, objectives
and actions, and to maintain and enhance partnership
between Governments and non-governmental organiza-
tions so as to ensure their continued contributions and
cooperation concerning all aspects of population and
development;

8. Urges Governments that have not yet done so to establish
appropriate national follow-up mechanisms, in partnership
with non-governmental organizations, community groups
and representatives of the media and the academic com-
munity, and to seek the support of parliamentarians so as
to ensure the full implementation of the Programme of
Action;

9. Reaffirms that the follow-up to the Conference, at all lev-
els, should take fully into account that population, health,
education, poverty, patterns of production and consump-
tion, empowerment of women and the environment are
closely interconnected and should be considered through
an integrated approach;

10. Urges all countries to consider their current spending pri-
orities with a view to making additional contributions for
the implementation of the Programme of Action, taking
into account the provisions of chapters XIII and XIV
thereof and the economic constraints faced by developing
countries, in particular the least developed among them,
and emphasizes that international cooperation in the field
of population and development is essential for the imple-
mentation of the recommendations adopted at the
Conference; and in this context, calls upon the interna-
tional community to continue to provide, both bilaterally
and multilaterally, adequate and substantial support and
assistance for population and development activities,
including through the United Nations Population Fund
and other organs and organizations of the United Nations
system and the specialized agencies that will be involved in
the implementation, at all levels, of the Programme of
Action;

11. Reiterates the importance of South-South cooperation for
the successful implementation of the Programme of
Action;

12. Reaffirms that the effective implementation of the
Programme of Action will require an increased commit-
ment of financial resources, both domestically and
externally, and, in this context, calls upon the developed
countries to complement the national financial efforts of
developing countries on population and development and
to intensify their efforts to transfer new and additional
resources to the developing countries, in accordance with
the relevant provisions of the Programme of Action, in
order to ensure that population and development objec-
tives and goals are met;

13. Acknowledges that countries with economies in transition
should receive temporary assistance for population and
development activities, in view of the difficult economic
and social problems faced by those countries at present;

14. Urges the international community to promote a suppor-
tive international economic environment by adopting
favourable macroeconomic policies aimed at promoting
sustained economic growth and sustainable development;

15. Emphasizes the importance of the early identification and
allocation of financial resources by all members of the
international community, including regional financial insti-
tutions, to enable them to fulfil their commitments with
regard to the implementation of the Programme of Action;

16. Invites the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate

resources are provided for the Conference follow-up activi-
ties to be carried out by the Secretariat during 1996;

17. Invites the regional commissions, other regional and sub-
regional organizations and the development banks to
continue to examine and analyse the results of implemen-
tation of the Programme of Action at the regional level
under their respective mandates;

18. Welcomes the work undertaken by the Inter-Agency Task
Force on the Implementation of the Programme of Action,
chaired by the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund, and stresses the importance of continued
and enhanced cooperation and coordination by all relevant
organs, organizations and programmes of the United
Nations system and the specialized agencies in the imple-
mentation of the Programme of Action, and, in this
context, notes the establishment of new inter-agency task
forces for the follow-up to conferences, which could be rel-
evant for the implementation and follow-up to the
International Conference on Population and Development;

19. Emphasizes the need to maintain the momentum of the 
follow-up activities relating to the Conference and the
Programme of Action so as to utilize, to the fullest extent
possible, existing capacity within the United Nations sys-
tem in the area of population and development, including
the Commission on Population and Development, the
Population Division of the Department for Economic and
Social Information and Policy Analysis of the Secretariat
and the United Nations Population Fund, other organiza-
tions, funds and programmes of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies whose continued support and
commitment are required for the successful implementa-
tion of the full range of activities outlined in the
Programme of Action, and invites them to work closely in
the preparation of reports for the Commission on
Population and Development;

20. Requests the specialized agencies and all related organiza-
tions of the United Nations system, to continue to take
appropriate measures to ensure the full and effective
implementation of the Programme of Action, taking into
account the specific needs of developing countries, and
welcomes the intention of the Secretary-General to report
through the Commission on Population and Development
to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive ses-
sion of 1996 on the work of the Inter-Agency Task Force,
for coordination purposes, and to the General Assembly at
its fifty-first session, for policy implications;

21. Requests the Economic and Social Council:
(a) To consider relevant reports and give guidance on matters

concerning harmonization, cooperation and coordination
within the United Nations system regarding the implemen-
tation of the Programme of Action;

(b) To consider, as appropriate, the reports submitted by the
different bodies and organs on various matters related to
the Programme of Action;

(c) To consider the proposed report on the work of the Inter-
Agency Task Force;

22. Requests the funds and programmes of the United
Nations system and the regional commissions and funds to
continue to provide their full and active support to the
implementation of the Programme of Action, in particular
at the field level, through the United Nations resident coor-
dinator system, and invites the relevant specialized
agencies to do the same;

23. Requests the Secretary-General to report, through the
Economic and Social Council, to the General Assembly at
its fifty-first session on the implementation of the present
resolution;

24. Decides to include in the agenda of its fifty-first session,
within existing clusters, the item entitled "Implementation
of the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development."

96th plenary meeting, 20 December 1995
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1. A/50/615/Add.1, para. 27.
2. See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1995,

Supplement No. 14 (E/1995/34).

50/438 UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND:
INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

At its 96th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1995, the General
Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second Committee,1

noted Economic and Social Council decision 1995/231 of 13
July 1995 and decision 95/20 of 14 June 1995 of the Executive
Board of the United Nations Development Programme/United
Nations Population Fund,2 and endorsed the agreement
between the United Nations Development Programme and the
United Nations Population Fund to designate Fund resident
country directors as Fund representatives, on the understand-
ing that the Fund would take measures to enhance
cooperation with and active support for resident coordinators
for operational activities of the United Nations, bearing in
mind General Assembly resolution 47/199 of 22 December
1992, and on the understanding that the agreement would not
result in increased administrative expenditure for the Fund.

96th plenary meeting, 20 December 1995

1. A/50/615/Add.1, para. 27.
2. See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1995,

Supplement No. 14 (E/1995/34).

1997/42 FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 49/128 of 19

December 1994 and 50/124 of 20 December 1995 on the fol-
low-up to the International Conference on Population and
Development and 51/176 of 16 December 1996, in which the
Assembly reiterated that the Commission on Population and
Development had the primary responsibility for monitoring,
reviewing and assessing the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development,
1. Takes note of decision 97/14 adopted by the Executive

Board of the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme/United Nations Population Fund on 16 May 1997;

2.   Recommends that the General Assembly, at its fifty-sec-
ond session, decide on the process and modalities,
including the possibility of convening a special session of
the Assembly in 1999, for reviewing and appraising the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development,
under agenda item 97 (c), entitled “Population and 
development”;

3.   Further recommends that the report of the Secretary-
General to be submitted to the General Assembly under
that agenda item contain consolidated recommendations
from the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of
the Secretariat, the United Nations Population Fund, the
regional commissions and other relevant United Nations
entities on activities to be undertaken in preparation for
the review.

37th plenary meeting, 22 July 1997

52/188  POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolutions 49/128 of 19 December 1994,

50/124 of 20 December 1995 and 51/176 of 16 December 1996
on the implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development,1

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1997/42 of 22 July 1997, in which the Council recommended

that the General Assembly, at its fifty-second session, decide
on the process and modalities, including the possibility of con-
vening a special session of the Assembly in 1999, for reviewing
and appraising the implementation of the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development,1

Stressing the need to pursue further the implementation
of the Programme of Action and for Governments to recommit
themselves at the highest political level to achieving its goals
and objectives,

Recognizing the important contributions made by actors
of civil society, particularly non-governmental organizations,
to the Conference, its follow-up and the implementation of its
Programme of Action,
1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General con-

cerning the process and modalities for the review and
appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development;2

2. Decides to convene a special session for a duration of
three days from 30 June to 2 July 1999, at the highest pos-
sible level of participation, in order to review and appraise
the implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and
Development;

3. Reaffirms that the special session for the overall review
and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of
Action will be undertaken on the basis of and with full
respect for the Programme of Action, and that there will
be no renegotiation of the existing agreements contained
therein;

4. Welcomes the operational review of the implementation
of the Programme of Action to be undertaken under the
auspices of the United Nations Population Fund, in co-
operation with all relevant organizations of the United
Nations system and other relevant international organiza-
tions, and notes that the report and outcome of the
international forum in 1999 will be submitted to the
Commission on Population and Development at its thirty-
second session and to the Executive Board of the United
Nations Development Programme/United Nations
Population Fund;

5. Decides that the Commission on Population and
Development, which is currently scheduled to consider at
its thirty-second session a comprehensive report of the
Secretary-General on the outcome of the quinquennial
review and appraisal of the implementation of the
Programme of Action, should serve as the preparatory
body for the final preparations for the special session for
the overall review and appraisal of the implementation of
the Programme of Action, reporting through the
Economic and Social Council, and in that regard notes
that the comprehensive report of the Secretary-General
should also contain an overall assessment of the progress
achieved and constraints faced in the implementation of
the Programme of Action, as well as recommendations for
future action;

6. Encourages Governments to undertake reviews of the
progress achieved and the constraints faced therein in the
implementation of the Programme of Action at all levels,
particularly at the national level and at the level of inter-
national cooperation, with a view to contributing to the
preparations for the special session;

7. Invites Governments of developed and developing coun-
tries to provide information in order to establish a useful
factual basis for the review of the mobilization of
resources made available – bilateral, multilateral and
domestic – for population and development activities with
a view to strengthening the implementation of the
Programme of Action;

8. Decides that the thirty-second session of the Commission
on Population and Development shall be open-ended to
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allow the full participation of all States;
9. Invites all other relevant organizations and bodies of the

United Nations system to contribute as appropriate to the
special session as well as to its preparation;

10. Decides to invite States members of the specialized agen-
cies that are not members of the United Nations to
participate in the work of the special session in the capa-
city of observers;

11. Stresses the need for the effective participation of actors
of civil society, particularly non-governmental organiza-
tions, in preparation for the special session, as well as the
need to ensure appropriate arrangements, taking into
account the practice and experience gained at the
International Conference on Population and
Development, for their substantive contributions to and
active involvement in the preparatory meetings and the
special session, and in that context invites the President of
the General Assembly, in consultation with Member
States, to propose to Member States appropriate modali-
ties for their effective involvement in the special session;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General
Assembly at its fifty-third session a progress report on the
preparations for the special session;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-
third session a sub-item entitled “Implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development”.

77th plenary meeting, 18 December 1997

1. Report of the International Conference on Population and Development,
Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. S.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

2. A/52/208/Add.1.

53/183 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Recalling its resolutions 49/128 of 19 December 1994,

50/124 of 20 December 1995, 51/176 of 16 December 1996 and
52/188 of 18 December 1997 on the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development,1

Noting that, in paragraph 2 of its resolution 52/188, the
General Assembly decided to convene a special session for a
duration of three days, from 30 June to 2 July 1999, at the
highest possible level of participation, to review and appraise
the implementation of the Programme of Action,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1998/8 of 23 July 1998 on the review and appraisal of the
implementation of the Programme of Action,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the preparations for the special session of the General
Assembly for an overall review and appraisal of the implemen-
tation of the Programme of Action,2

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the preparations for the special ses-
sion of the General Assembly for an overall review and
appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development;2

2. Reaffirms that the special session will be undertaken on
the basis of and with full respect for the Programme of
Action and that there will be no renegotiation of the exist-
ing agreements contained therein;

3. Stresses the need for the effective participation of actors
of civil society, particularly non-governmental organiza-
tions, in the preparations for the special session, as well as
the need to ensure appropriate arrangements, taking into
account the practice and experience gained at the

Conference, for their substantive contributions to and
active involvement in the preparatory meetings and the
special session, and invites the President of the General
Assembly, in consultation with Member States, to propose
to Member States appropriate modalities for their effec-
tive involvement in the special session;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to seek extrabudgetary
resources to assist developing countries, particularly the
least developed countries, in sending representatives to
the thirty-second session of the Commission on
Population and Development, which is to serve as the
preparatory meeting for the special session of the General
Assembly, and to the special session of the Assembly from
30 June to 2 July 1999 on the overall review and appraisal
of the implementation of the Programme of Action;

5. Decides that the thirty-second session of the Commission
on Population and Development, meeting as the prepara-
tory committee for the special session, shall be
open-ended to allow the full participation of all States;

6. Invites all other relevant organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system to contribute, as appropriate, to
the special session as well as to its preparation;

7. Decides to invite States members of the specialized agen-
cies that are not members of the United Nations to
participate in the work of the special session in the capa-
city of observers;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session a report on the special
session;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-
fourth session the sub-item entitled "Implementation of
the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development".

91st plenary meeting, 15 December 1998

1. Report of the International Conference on Population and Development,
Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.95XIII.18) chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

2. A/53/407.
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