From the Director's desk
As the Syrian crisis enters ninth year, more than 13 million Syrians are still in need of humanitarian
assistance. Since 2011, UNFPA has been working with its partners within Syria and in refugee host
countries in the region, to increase access to sexual and reproductive health services, reduce risks
of gender-based violence and strengthen youth participation.
The latest centralized evaluation of the UNFPA response to the Syria crisis finds that the UNFPA
response has been and continues to be well adapted to the evolving needs of affected
populations, both within Syria and in refugee-hosting countries. In its response, UNFPA has
consistently and strategically prioritized hard-to-reach areas and most vulnerable populations.
UNFPA has generated high returns on its investment in the regional response hub in terms of
resource mobilization, representation and coordination.
The evaluation also points at the need for UNFPA to improve its monitoring mechanisms, building,
in particular, on its expertise in population dynamics. The evaluation notes that while the regional
response hub has proved largely successful, its role and functions need to be reviewed in light of
changing circumstances, and within the framework of a wider organizational effort to improve the
efficiency of the Syria regional response.
We hope the credible body of evidence and lessons from this evaluation help UNFPA to enhance
its response to the Syria crisis, and improve its response to humanitarian crises elsewhere.
Marco Segone
Director, UNFPA Evaluation Office
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