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The countries were also sorted by fertility rates per woman, from the smallest rate to the biggest, in order to 
identify the countries characterized by low fertility rates, i.e. below or at the replacement level of 2.1.  

 
  
While the demographic dividend is defined as the economic growth potential that can result from shifts in a 
population’s age structure due to a rapid and marked decline in fertility levels, mainly when the share of the 
working-age population (15 to 64) is larger than the non-working-age share of the population (14 and younger, and 
65 and older)[3], in order to identify the countries that could illustrate this thematic priority the analysis combined 
the criteria of high percentage of population both aged 0-14 and 15-64, accompanied by high fertility rates. This 
helped to identify the countries where UNFPA works that currently are experiencing the pre-conditions for 
harnessing the potential of the demographic dividend. 
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CRITERION 2: The UNFPA financial expenditure on Outcome 4 of the strategic plans 2014-2017 and 2018-2021[4], 
combined with the regional distribution and the UNFPA country classification system by quadrants. 

The financial data were disaggregated by region, quadrant and country, and cross-checked in order to ensure that 
the sample covers all six regions where UNFPA works and captures various development contexts from at least 
three of the four quadrants. The sampling also aimed to include countries in which UNFPA expenditure has been 
relatively high in order to ensure a good amount of material to be evaluated.  

(iii) Drawing on the Atlas data and with the support of pivot tables generated with Excel, the countries were 
disaggregated based on the quadrant and sorted by level of expenditure from the highest to the lowest. The 
average expenditures were calculated for each quadrant to identify the countries with an expenditure equal or 
above the average. The median expenditures for each quadrant were also calculated to identify the direction of 
the distribution of the expenditure under each quadrant. 
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24 

 

 

(iv)           The countries were also disaggregated by region and broken down by quadrant. The average expenditure 
was calculated for each region to be used as a benchmark in the identification of the countries with an expenditure 
equal or above the regional average expenditure. 

 

(v)             The distribution of countries by quadrant and per region was calculated to guide the allocation of the 
country cases, possibly selecting countries under the quadrant and in the region where they can be more illustrative 
(e.g. countries under the red quadrant for ESARO and WCARO; countries under the pink quadrant for EECA and 
LAC). This also helped to identify the EECA region as a potential regional case study for population ageing and low 
fertility, given that not only these countries have some of the fastest ageing populations in the world, but also most 
of its countries (13 out of 17) are under the pink quadrant, meaning lower need and higher ability to finance, and 
the remaining four are under the yellow quadrant.  
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