Looking at Climate Change through the Eyes of the Young
Youth Report Tells Their Stories
NEW YORK --- Many young people are already living in cultures that are changing rapidly in response to a degraded environment. And they are also the ones who will have to grapple with the increasing challenges climate change will present in the coming decades. 
This year’s Youth Supplement to the State of the World Population 2009 examines the courage and resilience of seven young people in the face of such challenges:
· Kilom lives in the Marshall Islands, a place where young people are already having to consider when they will leave their low-lying atolls and where they will go. He has become an advocate for protection of the coral reefs and marine resources: Experts can’t say how fast the sea-level is rising, so basically what we can do is help the reef grow healthier and faster to provide us with shelter from the waves, and more food. (page 21)
· Marjorie grew up in a fishing community on an island in the Philippines. Warming waters and increased precipitation have diminished the fisheries and made it more difficult for her family to make a living. So Marjorie fishes at night to help feed her family and attends school during the day.  It’s not easy, but she is determined to finish: Once I graduate I will be able to help my parents and send my other siblings to school. (page 2)
· Messias is a young community leader in the Amazonia who vigorously promotes sustainable methods of living off the abundance of the rainforest.  His passion for permaculture and other alternative farming techniques came after he saw how traditional farming depleted the environment: The idea is to create a new equation for wealth in the Amazon in order to preserve the region: wealth that does not mean destruction. (page 14)
Learn more about the lives of these and four other young people in the supplement, At the Frontier: Young People and Climate Change. This qualitative report complements and echoes the main messages of this year’s State of World Population through the stories and voices of young people. It examines what climate change may mean for the lives, livelihoods, health, rights and development of young people in vastly different circumstances – from a farmer in drought-stricken Niger to a community organizer in hurricane-stricken New Orleans.
“If one looks at the level of engagement and activism among young people in the run up to Copenhagen [the United Nations Climate Change Conference taking place this December] or read some of the stories in the report, you realize that young people are taking on as much responsibility as they possibly can,” said Dr. Laura Laski of UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund. “There is certainly not a problem with unconcerned youth out there – the problem is that they are seldom given the space they deserve, or the support they need to be able to fully participate.”
This is the fourth year in which UNFPA has produced a Youth Supplement to its flagship publication, with the aim of giving more space to the lives and views of young people, who are one of the agency’s top priorities.  Both reports will be released on 18 November 2009. 
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