Kuala Lumpur Statement

Members of Parliaments attending the IMPO Conference adopted a set of commitments after very passionate and comprehensive discussions on issues relating to MDGs and the role of medical parliamentarians.  The result was a unanimous adoption of the Kuala Lumpur Statement.  

The Kuala Lumpur statement reads: 

“We the medical parliamentarians from thirty countries meeting under the auspices of the International Medical Parliamentarians Organization (IMPO) and the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 13-14 December 2004.”

· Dedicate ourselves to the earliest possible implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on alleviation of poverty and hunger adopted by the United Nations in 2000, in particular those relating to reduction of child mortality, reduction of maternal mortality, prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS, malaria, infectious and non communicable diseases, and provision of clean water, nutirious food and sanitation,

· Urge UN Member states to include reproductive health as 9th MDG because it is vitally important in achieving all other MDGs,

· Rededicate ourselves to the earliest possible implementation of the goals and objectives of the 1994 International Conference on Population & Development (ICPD), in particular those relating to provision of family planning and other reproductive health services to all those couples and individuals who need them, special attention to be given to young people and their sexual and reproductive health needs,

· Pledge to work for gender equality, equity and empowerment and for the total elimination of all forms of violence against women, 

· Recognise the need for developed countries to work with developing countries to devise and implement strategies to increase the human resource capacity of health care systems.

· Pledge to use our status as scientifically-trained professionals to promote evidence-based interventions to reduce poverty and improve health. 

· Decide to keep issues of mental health, drug abuse, women’s health and aging on its agenda for action,

· Decide to promote and strengthen close collaboration with AFPPD and IMPO, other regional parliamentary groups and their national committees,

· Also decide to work closely with UNFPA, IPPF, WHO, the World Bank and other international organizations interested in the same work as IMPO and AFPPD.

· Pledge to use our status as health care professionals with a high level of public trust to tackle stigma associated with disease, especially sexually transmitted diseases, and to provide guidance and leadership to other policy-makers in the field of health care and social policy.

