PARLIAMENTARY DECLARATION

IEPFPD Roundtable on Population and Development in South East Europe
29 July 2004, Tbilisi, Georgia

We parliamentarians from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Lithuania and Turkey, gathered in the Parliament of the Republic of Georgia on 29th July 2004, and having discussed Population and Development at the 10th year anniversary of the ICPD Programme of Action:
 
1) reaffirm our full commitment to achieving the objectives of the ICPD Programme of Action, which are indispensable to attaining the Millennium Development Goals;
 
2) highlight the specific challenges in population and development facing countries in South-East Europe and look to the ICPD Programme of Action, as well as the Beijing Platform of Action and the Millennium Development Goals, as the source of inspiration and responsibility for improving the sexual and reproductive well-being of our people;
 
3) praise the many efforts which have been accomplished in implementing the ICPD Programme of Action by the adoption of comprehensive legislation on guaranteeing sexual and reproductive health and rights and further encourage adoption of such legislation where it does not yet exist;
 
4) underscore that the states/ governments should take special measures to meet the social and health needs of elderly people;
 
5) recognize the cause of abortion as one of the main reasons of maternal mortality in the region and should be taken into consideration on policy design and implementation seriously;
 
6) draw particular attention to the sexual and reproductive health and rights needs of internally displaced persons and refugees, which constitute a significant percentage of the population of South-East European countries;
 
7) recognize the need to involve young people in decision-making and encourage the participation of young decision-makers in the formulation of policies and legislation aimed at young people;
 
8) believe that States and Governments should pay more attention to gender inequality and inequity; 
 
9) look forward to the development of a European sexual and reproductive health strategy by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe as a welcome and much needed contribution to European countries’ mutual desire to implement the ICPD Programme of Action;
 
10) encourage the creation of permanent parliamentary structures to actively take up population and development as well as sexual and reproductive health and rights issues in their work through the creation of national parliamentary groups;
 
Moreover, we the participants in the IEPFPD Roundtable on Population and Development in South-East Europe further:
 
1) express our gratitude to the Parliament of the Republic of Georgia and in particular to the Health Committee of the Parliament of the Republic of Georgia as well as the UNFPA offices in the region and HERA XXI, as well the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development/UNFPA-Japanese Trust Fund for their invaluable financial support;
 
2) note our appreciation to the UNFPA, IPPF, NGOs and international organizations such as the World Bank for their close partnership and cooperation;
 
3) urge the creation of a partnership network at sub-regional level to bring together relevant expertise in legal aspects related to sexual and reproductive health and rights and as such recommend that the IEPFPD holds such a regional meeting on a regular basis and further strive to include additional countries in the South-East European Region. 

