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Welcoming remarks to IPCI 

Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid

Executive Director

UNFPA

Bangkok, 21 November 2006
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,

Honorable Meechai Ruchupan, President of the National Legislative Assembly,
Honorable Yasuo Fukuda, Member of Parliament of Japan and Chairman of AFPPD, 

Excellencies Ministers, 

Honorable Parliamentarians,

Executive Secretary of ESCAP,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

I feel deeply honored to welcome you all to this 2006 International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action.

On behalf of all the distinguished delegates here, I would like to express our profound gratitude to Her Royal Highness for the blessing of her presence at this opening session. We see in this a message of encouragement in our collective commitment to better address the needs and human rights of our fellow citizens around the world.

I would also like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Honorable President of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand for hosting this important Conference and joining us today.

Thanks also go to the Chairman of the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development for AFPPD´s partnership with UNFPA in co-organising this conference.
My gratitude goes to the Ministers and the Parliamentarians as well, for their renewed commitment to the goals of the International Conference on Population and Development. By working closely with all of you, we continue to appreciate the important role that you play to ensure the realization of the ICPD Programme of Action.

Finally, I would like to sincerely thank my colleague, The Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific for his cooperation leading to our gathering here today. 

It is my sincere hope that during the next few days we will further assign ourselves to showing results in the pursuit of our common aim to improve the quality of life for the many millions of individuals, especially women and girls who -in every region of the globe- expect a more effective defense and guarantee of their human rights, including their right to sexual and reproductive health.

Thank you.
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