The Inter-agency Task Team on HIV/AIDS and Young People
Working group on Most-at-risk Young People
Terms of reference (draft 2) for finalization
Overall aim

To strengthen consensus and collaboration among UNAIDS cosponsors and other partners at global, regional and country levels to support accelerated action at national level to achieve the global goals/targets for most-at-risk young people (MARYP)
.  

Objectives
· To collaborate closely with the Strategic Information Working Group, to ensure guidance is incorporated on the collection, analysis and use of strategic information to support advocacy, policies and programmes for young people who are most at risk to HIV. 

· To review programming experiences with most at risk young people, identify similarities and differences between different groups, in particular young men who have sex with men, young males and females involved in sex work, and young injecting drug users and between these populations of young people and most-at risk adult populations, and generate operational guidance based on evidence and lessons learned.

· To generate a comprehensive conceptual and programming framework, based on evidence and good practice, that would contribute to a more strategic approach to the development of policies and programmes for vulnerable populations of young people.  

· To ensure availability of peer reviewed case studies covering programming with a range of populations of most at risk young people.  

· To promote increased coverage of comprehensive evidence-informed interventions for most at risk young people by governments and NGOs, involving a range of sectors, in a select number of priority countries.  

Products

To be completed by end 2009 (with the exception of the last two, these are not necessarily sequential):
1. An analytical review of most-at-risk young people, highlighting in what ways they are different from most-at-risk adults, and outlining the implications of these differences for policies and programmes. A particular will be on most-at-risk adolescents.
2. An annotated compendium of policy and programme support tools and guidance, to complement the IATT/YP's policy/programme brief on most-at-risk young people, to help countries better understand not only the "what?" but also the "how?" of policies and programmes.

3. Three case studies, one each focusing on young sex workers, young injecting drug users, and young men who have sex with men, to provide people embarking on policies and programmes for most-at-risk young people with the sense that "it can be done!"

4. An advocacy document based on 1-3 above, which would make a compelling case for a specific focus on most-at-risk young people, provide clarity about what needs to be done (and a sense that there are tools out there to help people do it), and demonstrate that what needs to be done is do-able, to some reasonable scale. 
5. Joint mission(s) undertaken to a country/countries with a concentrated epidemic, where they are interested to strengthen programming for most-at-risk young people and improve collaboration among key partners, in order to field-test the policy briefs, the advocacy document and the support materials. 

Activities (2008-2009)

· Support the MARA TSG process and disseminate the lessons learnt (strategic information, services, supportive policy environment)

· Disseminate and use the IATT/YP policy/programme brief for most at risl you ng people, including the development of additional programme guidance and capacity development as necessary

· Identify and support opportunities to advocate for specific attention to most at risk young people, including the development of advocacy materials and documentation of good practice, as necessary
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� Most-at-risk young people include those young people who inject drugs using shared equipment or who have unprotected sex, particularly anal sex, with multiple partners 








