


Symposium on Strengthening Midwifery Services
Women Deliver II
5-6 June 2010, Washington DC
Concept Note
Proposed title:  Strengthening Midwifery:  Saving Lives and Promoting Health of Women and Newborns 
Proposal: UNFPA in collaboration with key partners ICM, WHO, GHWA, JHPIEGO, FIGO, UNICEF and the World Bank (co-sponsors) proposes to organize a major one and a half day Symposium on Strengthening Midwifery Services immediately preceeding Women Deliver, on Sat/Sun 5-6 June 2010. 

Venue: The Symposium will be held at the Washington Convention Center. Approx 200 rooms have been booked in advance at the Mariott Metro Center Hotel in Washington DC for accommodating the Symposium participants.  

Symposium Outcome:  Create a global movement and awareness around the core role of Midwifery Services in achieving MDGs 4, 5 and 6.
Symposium Outputs:
· Enhanced global awareness/visibility on the critical role of midwifery services in addressing MDGs 4, 5 and 6. Midwives and others with midwifery skills to be viewed as an essential workforce;  
· Experience sharing around particular challenges facing strengthening of midwifery in low resource countries – e.g lack of public awareness around this key workforce; challenges in global standards on education and regulation;
· Increased global commitment in strengthening midwifery;
· A joint statement of H4 and key partners in support of global strengthening of midwifery to be presented at the Symposium and shared at the Ministers’ Forum during Women Deliver.
Participants: The symposium will bring together approx. 200 prominent midwives from key priority countries engaged in the fields of midwifery education, regulation and association development; select nurses, doctors and others with midwifery skills; UN partners; donors (bilaterals and multilaterals); civil society; policy makers, to discuss the major issues/challenges surrounding midwifery and to endorse its strengthning in order to achieve a range of MDGs, particularly, 4, 5 and 6.   

Participation to the Sympos;ium will be by invitation only though there might be a possibility of opening it to a wider audience of upto 300 people at the concluding session on June 6th. 

Background and Justification: The latest 2009 MDG report has again indicated that least progress has been made in achieving MDG 5 and that the funding gaps are conspicuous. Strong global commitments for investing in strengthening midwifery are essential if MDG 5, targets A and B, are to be achieved. Midwives and others with midwifery skills, working at primary health care level, are central in addressing sexual and reproductive health namely maternal health, including family planning, skilled attendance at all births, basic emergency obstetric care and providing timely referrals for EmOC and HIV prevention.  Working at primary health care level and often in communities, midwives and others with midwifery skills provide culturally sensitive counseling and help families make informed choices about family planning to prevent unwanted pregnancies and protect themselves from HIV. When empowered and authorized with all essential basic life saving competencies, they can help avert more than 90% of all maternal deaths. 

Midwives, in addition, have a critical role to play in newborn care and are the first to detect HIV incidence in pregnant and non-pregnant women. Investing in midwives, thus, also helps in averting early newborn deaths (MDG 4) and addressing prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV as well as generally preventing HIV (MDG 6).  Since the vast majority of midwives are women, they suffer from the same gender inequalities as other women. Midwives often have low status and receive little recognition.  The result has been insufficient investment in midwifery training, deployment, support and supervision. Hence, addressing midwifery will also help in addressing MDG 3. 

Historical evidence from developed nations like Sweden and many others bear testimony to the effective use of professional midwifery at primary health care level in reducing maternal mortality and morbidity. Some developing countries like Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand, Tunisia, Chile, some states in India like Kerala and Jordan followed the example and achieved remarkable reductions in maternal mortality and morbidity.

The First Women Deliver Conference had popularized the consensus to save pregnant women based on the 3 key pillars: Family planning, Skilled attendance at all births and Access to Emergency Obstetric Care (EmOC). There is increasing global agreement that Health System Strengthening and addressing critical human resource shortage would ultimately lead to declines in maternal deaths and achieve universal access to reproductive health. There is an urgent need for consensus on strengthening midwifery services and essential midwifery competencies as one of the “key factors” in achieving progress towards MDG 5. There has never been such a consensus among all development partners and it is time for concerted ACTION. 

UNFPA and its key partners are committed and convinced about the immense added value of significant investments in Midwifery as being critical for achieving all aspects of MDG 5. 

Symposium structure: A series of panel discussions on various aspects of midwifery  services and their role in addressing MDG 4 and 5, including current gaps and challenges and opportunities and strategies for addressing these. 
Working Groups: 
4 inter-agency working groups will work together on a) logistics (including coordinating participant lists, invitations with WD), b) Symposium agenda, c) communications and media and d) Joint Statement to be launched during Women Deliver.  
Proposed Speakers:

Heads of Agencies; prominent midwives and others with midwifery skills, including leaders in the field; representative(s) from development partners and ministry of health. (Names to be shared along with the agenda)
