Zimbabwe

Overview

The humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe, a country with an estimated population of 12.5 million, remains critical. A lack of basic water and sanitation led to a cholera outbreak and food shortages are expected to affect 5.5 million people in 2009. Zimbabwe was ranked 151 of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. Progress on the MDGs has been compromised by the country’s socio-economic and political environment and the collapse of the public health system. There are shortages of health workers, drugs and equipment. In 2008, the Government suspended the work of NGOs, worsening the situation for vulnerable populations, particularly in rural areas. However, two bright spots are that the very high prevalence of HIV/AIDS is now declining and 60 per cent of women use a method of contraception. 
Zimbabwe’s maternal mortality ratio has declined in recent years to 880 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, but still has not returned to its 1990 level of 570. Infant mortality, at 59 deaths per 1,000 live births, is also higher than it was in 1990 (53 deaths). About 80 per cent of births are attended by skilled health personnel. Zimbabwe’s total fertility rate has declined to 3.4 lifetime births per woman, but adolescent fertility remains high at 101 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. 
In 2008, amid increasing reports of rape and gender-based violence, UNFPA took a leading role in supporting the implementation of the Domestic Violence Act and interventions to address gender-based violence in five mobile and vulnerable communities. UNFPA also responded to the worsening humanitarian crisis by procuring emergency reproductive health commodities. The hyperinflationary environment has led to shortages of health workers. UNFPA support for allowances for doctors and nurses has enabled maternal and child health services at three central hospitals to reopen. 
