Viet Nam

Overview

Vietnam continues to experience rapid economic growth, which has led to higher living standards as well as wider disparities and significant rural-to-urban migration. Migrants are disadvantaged in their access to basic social services that are available only to registered permanent residents.

Viet Nam maintains a public health-care system down to the commune level. A number of health indicators are better than those in countries with similar income levels. Viet Nam has already achieved most of the MDGs. 

The maternal mortality rate, 150 per 100,000 live births, varies widely between delta and mountainous areas with high incidences found in remote and ethnic minority areas. A number of safe motherhood initiatives are underway in mountainous areas, yet the professional capacity of local staff has hindered program implementation. 

The infant and under 5-year mortality rates are 13 and 15 per 1,000 live births, respectively. The mortality probability is higher among boys than among girls and also among ethnic minority groups. Free health-care services target children under the age of 6, yet still lack the quality.

The sex ratio imbalance at birth is considered to result from son preference in the culture, the influence of the two-child policy on people's desire to having at least one son and the availability of ultrasound, thought to encourage intentional pre-birth sex selection. 

Rapid economic growth is seen as potentially threatening advances in gender equality. The National Assembly passed the Gender Equality Law in 2006 and the Law on the Prevention of Domestic Violence in 2007. The contents on the prevention of gender-based violence and domestic violence were also integrated into the National Standard Guidelines on Reproductive Health. 

HIV transmission continues to accelerate. The mode of transmission in recent years has shifted from drug injection to unprotected sexual contact. The increasing transmission via heterosexual intercourse contributed to a higher incidence of infection among women compared to that among men. Internal migration has also sped up the rate of transmission.
