Venezuela

Overview

Venezuela’s recent political upheaval has somewhat subsided and Hugo Chavez was reappointed president in the 2005 election.  He won a referendum to abolish term limits for all elected officials in 2009, opening the door for another term starting in 2013.  However, his re-election prospects may be affected by the recent downturn in the country’s economy due to the decline in oil prices, upon which Venezuela is highly dependent.
The country’s fertility rates continue to fall, from 3.5 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 2.6 in 2009.  Particular challenges confronting policymakers with the changing age structure include preparing the labor market to absorb the large youth cohort and caring for a growing aging population.  The Ministry of Planning has recently begun incorporating population and development approaches into public policy analysis.     

The maternal mortality rate has fallen from 120 deaths per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 57 in 2005.  This decline has been aided by UNFPA’s technical assistance to the Ministry of Health and health policy that focuses on the health of mothers and infants through improvements in emergency obstetric care, access to family planning methods, free childbirth care, and nearly universal deliveries by skilled attendants.  The higher priority being placed on gender issues is a contributing factor as well.

A Ministry for Women’s Issues has been created and all state institutions are now promoting gender equality, focusing on women’s inclusion and violence prevention. Gender issues are being taken into account in national budgets and women are increasingly becoming involved in political life.  A law on a Woman’s Right to a Life Free of Violence was approved in 2006, although its implementation is presenting challenges. 
Adolescent fertility and HIV/AIDS continue to be priorities and are being addressed through sexuality and sexual and reproductive health education in school curricula.  

