Uruguay

Overview

Uruguay's population of 3.4 million is still recovering from the economic recession at the decade.  Poverty almost doubled during this time, to almost one third of the population, but has since fallen. The process of demographic transition has been completed in step with many industrialized countries. Consequently, Uruguay has a low annual population growth rate of 0.4 per cent, a relatively high life expectancy at birth and a significantly ageing population. Uruguay is the fastest ageing country in Latin America but the Government has made little progress in addressing the needs of its growing elderly population.

The total fertility rate is at replacement level of 2.1 lifetime births per woman, although adolescent pregnancy remains stubbornly high. Forty per cent of all births are to women younger than 20.  Additionally, women with lower educational levels have many more children that those with more education even though women across social classes consider two children to be the ideal number.  Girls have equal access to educational opportunities and achieve higher levels of education than men but women are still overrepresented among the unemployed, receive 30 per cent less pay for equal work and are more likely to work in less secure jobs.

The new Government elected in 2004 has demonstrated concern for the social situation by introducing and carrying out a series of reforms.  The Law on Sexual and Reproductive Health was approved at the end of 2007 after vehement parliamentary and social debate.  Components related to sexual education and universal access to reproductive health services were included but legalization of abortion was excluded.  The National Plan of Sexual Education was launched by the Ministry of Health in 2007, in a process supported from the beginning by UNFPA.  The Plan will incorporate sexual education in primary, secondary and technical schools.  Health sector reform that includes provisions for sexual and reproductive health and gender equity was approved in Parliament in 2008.  
Gender-based violence remains a problem.  It is estimated that a woman dies every nine days as a result of violence.  

