Ukraine
Overview

Ukraine faces a number of challenges: a rapidly ageing society as the result of very low fertility; the increasing prevalence of HIV/AIDS; poverty during the global economic crisis; and the recent collapse of the country’s currency on the international market. All these factors have made it more difficult for Ukraine to reach the MDG targets.

The country’s population of 45.7 million is declining at -0.6 per cent per year. By 2050, the UN projects that Ukraine’s population will decrease to 35.0 million. The total fertility rate is quite low at 1.4 children per woman, although there has been a gradual increase in recent years. Fully 21 per cent of the population is aged 60 and over. One in five people lived below the national poverty level in 2003, before the worldwide economic crisis had occurred. 
Life expectancy at birth remains low for a developed country and the gap between male and female life expectancy is quite wide. For males, life expectancy is 63.0 years, and for females, 73.9 years. The Government is concerned with the spread of HIV. From 2001 to 2007, HIV prevalence rose from 0.8 per cent of the adult population to 1.6 per cent, while the number of adults and children infected increased from 210,000 to 440,000.  

Maternal mortality was 18 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 2005 and has risen slightly. Women’s health is often poor due to malnutrition, substance abuse, chronic diseases and a lack of attendance at antenatal care clinics. Maternal care is often hampered by substandard facilities and outdated and low quality medical equipment in rural and district level maternity clinics. 
By Presidential Decree, a national interagency commission on overcoming the demographic crises was constituted in 2008, reflecting high-level political recognition of population and development issues. Representatives of UNFPA partner institutions, the State Statistics Committee and the Institute of Demography and Social Research are members of the commission. 
