Togo

Overview

A large percentage of Togo’s population of 6.6 million lives below the national poverty line. Togo is among the 49 least developed countries in the world, yet it has made significant progress towards achieving some of the targets of the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs.  Improvements have been seen in primary school enrollment and gender parity in education. The population growth rate, although still high at 2.4 per cent per year, has declined from 3.3 per cent in 2000. Fertility rates have fallen from 6.4 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 4.2 births per woman. Contraceptive prevalence rates are rising slowly, but remain low (use of any method is 17 per cent). Maternal mortality is still high at 510 deaths per 100,000 live births, but lower than many other least developed countries. Adolescent fertility has declined significantly from 133 to 89 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. Infant mortality has declined from 102 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 65 deaths, putting Togo on track to achieve the MDG target for reducing child mortality. Togo has nearly 15,000 refugees and returned refugees within its borders. 
Since 2004, the Government has changed frequently, thus changing national priorities and slowing planned activities to address ICPD and MDG targets. The low quality and quantity of human resources constrain progress. But there have been some positive steps. In 2008, elementary education became free, as did antiretroviral therapy for HIV/AIDS. UNFPA is supporting a planned census of population and housing, the first in 27 years, which promises to provide much-needed data for decision-making. UNFPA has assisted in developing a plan for reproductive health commodity security. Togo has begun to deploy 4,000 civil servants to improve the quality of the country’s sexual and reproductive health programs. 
