Tajikistan

Overview

Tajikistan is a relatively poor Central Asian country, whose population of 6.9 million continues to grow at an annual rate of 1.7 per cent despite emigration due to unemployment. The total fertility remains high and the Government recognizes that current population trends are not conducive to economic development and poverty reduction. Ranked 124 out of 179 in the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index, about 20 per cent of the country’s population lives on less than US$1 per day. 

Maternal and infant mortality is still very high. High levels of maternal mortality are linked to the poor quality of reproductive health services. Many women lack access to emergency medical care, and 50 per cent of pregnant women who arrive at maternity houses in severe conditions die because of inadequate care. The contraceptive prevalence rate remains low; only 33 per cent of reproductive-age women use modern methods. Unsafe abortion continues to be a significant cause of maternal death. The Ministry of Health approved a National Action Plan on Safe Motherhood through 2014, but funding for the health sector in general remains weak.

HIV infections are growing rapidly; youth and migrants are considered to be at greatest risk. An estimated 0.3 per cent of adults aged 15 to 49 are living with HIV/AIDS, but the prevalance rate among migrants was 2.2 per cent as of January 2007, and 50 per cent of all HIV infected people are below age 25. A recent survey showed that young people are initiating sex at earlier ages, calling for greater awareness raising about STIs and HIV prevention among the younger generation.

The proportion of women in government and management positions remains low, as does their social status. Particularly in rural areas, girls and women prevented from continuing their education and forced into early marriages, while husbands control reproductive health decisions. Gender-based violence continues to be a problem in Tajikistan and often is not recognized by the Government. More than 80 per cent of suicide cases are reportedly the result of domestic violence. The State Committee on Women’s Issues is advocating the government’s consideration of a draft national law on violence against women.

