Syria

Overview 

Syria is experiencing a refugee humanitarian crisis that is straining Government and UN system resources while demanding an ever-expanding and coordinated response. Estimates place the number of Iraqi refugees residing in Syria at 1.1 million, burdening domestic resources and increasing consumption of goods and services such as food, water and health care.

Since 1990, the total fertility rate in Syria has fallen from 5.4 to 3.2 lifetime births per woman.  Fifty-eight per cent of reproductive-age women are using some form of contraception. Yet because of past high fertility, the country’s population of 22 million is still growing at 3.4 per cent per year. Syria has made progress in maternal and child health.  The maternal mortality ratio has declined from 180 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 130 in 2005, and the infant mortality rate decreased from 36 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 15 in 2007. 

In 2007, a strategic reorganization of the National Population Committee shifted the executive leadership to the office of the Prime Minister, demonstrating a scaled-up focus on population issues and an increased Government commitment. At the same time, responsibility for coordination of population policies and strategies was placed with the Syrian Commission for Family Affairs.

Although there is a relatively strong legislative base for gender equality in the country, more attention needs to be placed on implementing and enforcing the laws. Government and non-governmental organizations must participate actively, especially concerning gender-based violence.
Although HIV/AIDS prevalence is low, there is growing concern about the risk factors that make Syria susceptible to an increase. Young people are the most vulnerable to reproductive health challenges such as early marriage, early pregnancy, risky behavior and prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS.

