Suriname

Overview

Suriname’s population of 519,000 is one of the most ethnically diverse in the world. The population continues to grow at 0.8 per cent per year. Life expectancy at birth is relatively high, 76 years. Although the Government has no formal population policy, it seeks to incorporate population issues in a comprehensive multisectoral approach to development.

The Government considers children, women and the elderly as priority groups for health care. Several NGOs provide reproductive health-care services including family planning, fertility counseling, basic infertility testing and cervical cancer screening. The total fertility rate is 2.4 lifetime births per woman. About 42 per cent of married women use some form of contraception, and 41 per cent use a modern method. An NGO initiative promoting breastfeeding has shown results and food aid projects were undertaken in elementary schools in poor areas. A gerontology unit has been established within the Bureau of Public Health.

Suriname, like the rest of the Caribbean, has an increasing number of HIV infections. In 2007, 2.4 per cent of adults were estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS. From the onset of the pandemic, the Government has been committed to HIV/AIDS prevention. The National Strategic Plan 2004-2008, supported in part by a second grant in 2005 from the Global Fund, calls for a multisectoral approach that includes prevention, treatment and attention to special populations (including youth). But the national AIDS programme has numerous operational weaknesses, making the sustainability of Global Fund-driven programmes a key challenge. One the positive side, Suriname is one of the few countries with a well-established and functioning outreach programme for sex workers.
In recent years, Suriname has achieved some important objectives in line with the ICPD Programme of Action. These accomplishments include the establishment of a National Gender Bureau and a Women’s Parliament Forum. However, Suriname is one of the countries with a relatively high tolerance for domestic violence: a 2006 survey found that 13 per cent of women believed a husband was justified in beating his wife for specified reasons.
