Sudan

Overview

Sudan is a poor, rapidly growing country of 42 million people, still experiencing conflict in the Darfur area despite a three-year old peace agreement that ended 20 years of fighting between North and South Sudan. Nearly all health indicators reflect vast differences in access to health between the north and south. For example, nationally, 49 per cent of women have a skilled attendant at birth, but the rate of skilled attendance in the north is twice that in the south. Despite these challenges, some progress has been made in advancing a reproductive health framework. 

In 2007, the country completed its 5th Population and Housing Census, with technical and managerial assistance from UNFPA. This census is the first since 1993 and will be an important source of information to rebuild health services and deal with the 1.5 million internally displaced persons and refugees who require humanitarian assistance. The household survey showed a much higher maternal mortality ratio (1,071 deaths per 100,000 live births) compared with the 2005 WHO estimate of 450 deaths per 100,000 live births. Poor access to reproductive health services is common in the south, where the population is growing most rapidly from natural increase and the return of refugees and internally displaced persons. The adolescent fertility rate, 72 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19, is at least twice as high in the south, where arranged marriages during childhood are common. The practice of female genital mutilation/cutting has slowly declined to 70 per cent.
Sudan’s total fertility rate is 4 lifetime births per woman, and the contraceptive prevalence rate is very low at less than 8 per cent. While Sudan’s population continues to grow at a rate of 2.2 per cent per year, the international community is working with the Government to begin to address the grinding poverty and gender discrimination that undermines the country’s quality of life. 
UNFPA has begun to operationalize a framework to address reproductive health, population and gender issues. UNFPA played an active role in the National Women’s Empowerment Policy. UNFPA has also supported the Ministry of Health to develop a reproductive health commodities security system, and has been the lead agency addressing gender-based violence.   
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