Sri Lanka

Overview

Sri Lanka, with a total fertility rate of 2.3 lifetime births per woman and an annual population growth rate of 0.9 per cent, has one of the lowest levels of poverty among South Asian countries. The armed conflict in the country’s northern and eastern regions, which spanned for over 30 years, ended in May 2009. The number of internally displaced persons has reached 504,800. The country now enters a new development phase to resettle and rebuild these areas.  
A major challenge in Sri Lanka is meeting the needs of young people along with those of an ageing population. Around 18 per cent of the population of 20 million is between ages 15 and 24. However, access to youth friendly reproductive health information and services is limited. The Well Women’s Clinic program through the national health system provides reproductive health care to women over age 35. Sri Lanka is also ageing rapidly; by 2025, roughly one in five persons will be aged 60 and over.
Sri Lanka is a low prevalence country for HIV/AIDS. The Government, under the National Strategic Plan for HIV/AIDS 2007-11, aims to take early action in reducing vulnerabilities of most at-risk populations. These include sex workers, injecting drug users and men who have sex with men. The HIV vulnerabilities of migrant returnees and young people are also being increasingly addressed. 
Developments in the area of gender include the passing of the Domestic Violence Act in 2005 and the drafting of the National Plan of Action for Women. UNFPA is supporting the Government for the implementation of the Plan of Action of the Domestic Violence Act. UNFPA is also providing support to strengthen national capacities to safeguard the rights of women and to facilitate the participation of women in the peace-building process under the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. 
