Somalia

Overview

Somalia, a country with an estimated population of 9.1 million, is divided among various local and regional authorities and has no central government. All three zones of the country face insecurity, weak governance, human rights violations and a worsening humanitarian crisis. Nearly 1.3 million people, mainly from agricultural and nomadic populations, are internally displaced and highly vulnerable. Somalia’s population is estimated to be growing at a rate of 2.2 per cent per year. Because a census has not been conducted since 1987, accurate health and population data are difficult to obtain.
Somalia’s maternal mortality ratio is estimated at 1,400 deaths per 100,000 live births, second only to Afghanistan as the highest in the world. Infant mortality is estimated at 88 deaths per 1,000 live births. The total fertility rate is about 6.4 lifetime births per woman. Only a third of births are attended by skilled personnel. Less than 15 per cent of women use any method of contraception and access to reproductive health services is extremely limited. Adolescent girls face special challenges. Nearly all girls have undergone female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) by age 12, with most having undergone the most extreme form. Adolescent fertility is high at 123 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. Both FGM/C and early pregnancies contribute to high rates of reproductive morbidities and mortality among young women. Gender-based violence is prevalent; victims receive little support. 
Reproductive health and gender are low priorities. Because of the Government’s instability, UNFPA has built stronger partnerships with civil society, the private sector and international NGOs. When feasible, UNFPA continues to deliver humanitarian assistance, distribute emergency reproductive health kits and build capacity in gender equality and population and development issues. Two fistula campaigns were conducted in two regions. UNFPA joined with UNIFEM and the UN Development Programme and the ministries responsible for gender to initiate the development of a national gender policy framework.  
