The Solomon Islands

Overview

The Solomon Islands archipelago is made up of more than 900 islands covering 1.3 million sq km. Seventy-nine per cent of the country’s population of 523,000 lives in rural areas. The country has just emerged from a period of ethnic-based conflict. From 1999 to 2001, the Solomon Islands’ economy experienced severe contraction, falling incomes, increased poverty and limited delivery of social services, particularly education and health care. Coupled with one of the highest population growth rates in the Pacific (2.4 per cent per year), GDP per capita dropped significantly. However, significant development assistance from the Asian Development Bank, Australia, the European Union, Japan and New Zealand in the health, education and economic sectors has led to a strong recovery. An elected government has been in power in the Solomon Islands since 2002. Under Australian leadership, 15 Pacific countries have, since 2003, contributed personnel to the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI), which has helped bring peace and stability. 

Health services in the country are decentralized; health and nursing stations provide primary care in rural areas. More than 80 per cent of the population has access to basic health services. Australian Aid is supporting rural services. Health personnel who left high-risk areas and the country during the conflict are now returning. Maternal and child health care are integrated into reproductive health (RH) services. There is an urgent need to provide services to adolescents and young people. Malaria continues to be a major health problem. 

The Solomon Islands became a signatory to CEDAW in 2002. Significant progress is still needed to increase the number of girls and women entering and remaining in formal education and to increase opportunities for youth employment. The country has met three of the ICPD targets, but sustained effort is required in the next decade to attain the other ICPD goals and the MDGs by 2015.
Among its activities, UNFPA supports inclusion of population, RH and gender in national development strategies and other policies; provides support for the revision of the Solomon Islands Population Policy and supports the 2009 population census and further analysis and utilisation of DHS findings. UNFPA supplies and distributes RH commodities and equipment for emergency obstetric care.
