Sierra Leone

Overview

Sierra Leone, with an estimated population of 5.8 million, is one of the 49 least developed countries and ranked last of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. The maternal mortality ratio (2,100 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births) and the infant mortality rate (155 deaths per 1,000 live births) are among the highest in the world. The total fertility rate is also high, at 5.2 lifetime births per woman, and the contraceptive prevalence rate is very low.  

After almost a decade of civil war and political instability, the Government adopted the Abuja Ceasefire Agreement in 2000, which has paved the way for sustainable development. Health and educational infrastructure destroyed during the war are being rehabilitated and socio-economic activities are gaining momentum. A Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper has been formulated, incorporating the targets of the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs.

A National Population and Housing Census was conducted in late 2004, a Multi-Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) was completed in 2005 and a Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) in 2008. These data sources will provide much-needed data for monitoring and evaluating progress towards meeting the MDGs
The Government, through its National HIV/AIDS Policy, has adopted a multi-sectoral response to the pandemic. Adolescents are being targeted through the population and family life education programme, which incorporates issues of reproductive health, gender, poverty and HIV/AIDS into the curricula for primary and secondary schools. 

A National Gender Policy has been approved and several NGOs have provided training on counselling and treatment of gender-based violence. Important advocacy strategies for policy reform include launching the Network of Women Ministers and Parliamentarians and the appointment of UNFPA Goodwill Ambassadors.

With assistance from development partners, emergency obstetric care services are being strengthened. A recent needs-assessment study for emergency obstetric care revealed that facilities that offer emergency obstetric care are far from adequate. An obstetric fistula assessment has been carried out to further guide policy decisions. Maternal health advocacy activities aim to raise awareness of women’s risks before, during and after pregnancy.  

