Romania
Overview

Romania has a population of 21 million, about one million less than a decade ago. The country’s population growth rate is negative (-0.4 per cent). The proportion of older persons stands at 20 per cent and is expected to continue increasing at a time when the young working-age population is decreasing. To address these concerns, the National Commission for Population and Development was established in 2004 to guide a national demographic strategy. Modern contraceptive prevalence continues to increase, and maternal mortality and abortion rates are declining. Between 1990 and 2005, the maternal mortality ratio declined from 130 deaths per 100,000 live births to 24 deaths, high compared with other EU countries. 
Even though Romania has a low HIV prevalence rate, a large proportion of new infections are among young people below age 19. The main means of HIV transmission is heterosexual, but injecting drug use among youth is an increasing risk factor.

Ongoing health system reform, including decentralization, continues to improve the management and implementation of public health programmes. Recently, the Ministry of Health began to formulate a new Reproductive Health Strategy for 2009-2015.
With UNFPA’s assistance, the Reproductive and Sexual Health Programme, initiated in 2000, has made some progress towards better intersectoral coordination. There is a continuing need for government institutions to improve their technical and managerial capacities for implementing these programmes and to utilize available data for further development. 
Gender-based violence continues to be of considerable concern. The legal and institutional frameworks are established and progress has been made in offering integrated services for victims and aggressors. However, persisting levels of gender-based and domestic violence, as well as gender stereotypes, require more effective legislative and policy initiatives, including proper financial coverage. 
