Qatar
Overview

Qatar’s population, now estimated at 1.4 million, is growing at an annual rate of 11.7 per cent. The population remains very young: the proportion younger than 15 accounts for eight times the share of the population aged 60 and over. The population structure is also marked by imbalances caused by the flow of immigrants.

In its response to a recent UN inquiry, the Government reported that the population growth rate is satisfactory. The Government also indicated that it seeks to lower the number of immigrants arriving as temporary workers. Currently, foreign labourers represent a large proportion of the total population.

The total fertility rate declined from a high of 7 lifetime births per woman in the 1950s though early 1970s to the current rate of 2. The contraceptive prevalence rate for any method was estimated at over 43 per cent. Life expectancy at birth for both men and women has reached levels comparable to several other developed countries. Qatar is on track to achieve its MDGs by 2015 and has already achieved many of them.

Qatar has made major improvements in rates of infant, maternal and under-five mortality. This reflects the efforts exerted by the Government to improve community health and in particular maternal and child health. The infant mortality rate is 12 deaths per 1,000 live births and child immunization rates have almost reached full coverage. Contributing to the relatively low maternal mortality ratio (12 deaths per 100,000 live births) is that 99 per cent of all deliveries are with skilled attendants.

Women’s empowerment and elimination of gender inequality in education, health and employment have received considerable attention in the human development process in Qatar. The share of women in waged employment in the non-agricultural sector has continued to increase over the last two decades.

