Philippines
Overview

The Philippine archipelago is composed of 7,107 islands, but most of the country’s almost 92 million people live on the 10 largest islands. Despite over three decades of efforts to reduce population growth through reproductive health programmes, fertility levels remain high, especially for poor women. This reflects a continued unmet demand for family planning.
The country’s main population and development challenges include reducing rapid population growth, improving maternal health and safeguarding adolescent reproductive health. Rapid population growth is undermining the country’s development prospects. Without concrete steps to slow the growth, the country is unlikely to achieve its MDG targets for poverty reduction, education and maternal health. By UN estimates, about 11 women die daily from preventable causes during pregnancy and childbirth, chiefly because of lack of access to quality reproductive health information and services especially among the poor and the low percentage of all births being delivered by skilled attendants. UNFPA is supporting national efforts aimed at reducing maternal mortality and ensuring access and equity to reproductive health services.
Young people aged 10 to 24 make up a little less than a third of the Filipino population. However, due to pressures from conservative groups, the nationwide endorsement of the adolescent reproductive health module integration in the curricula is still pending, limited thus far to UNFPA pilot sites. Young people are also increasingly becoming vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. In May 2009, one third of the registered HIV cases were from the 15 to 24 age group, a 143 per cent increase from the previous year.
Ensuring delivery of services in humanitarian situations is another challenge facing the Philippines. In the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, the poorest region in the country, years of poverty and neglect have bred a secessionist movement that has plunged the region into a chronic state of armed conflict. The situation has made the delivery of basic social services even more difficult. About 90 per cent of births still take place at home, mostly delivered by unskilled attendants, and the contraceptive prevalence rate of married women for all methods is only 19 per cent. 






