Paraguay

Overview

Paraguay’s decade-long economic downturn continues and poverty rates have risen. Persistently high social inequality means that vulnerable groups, including women and indigenous people, are particularly affected. This has fueled an increase in emigration, especially to Spain.  Women are migrating at a significantly higher rate than men. The resulting remittances constitute the second most important source of income for the country.  
UNFPA has provided important assistance at many levels of the health system for the development of the National Health Policy, the reorganization of the Ministry of Health, the beginning of the decentralization process, and the elaboration of new sexual and reproductive rights plans and implementation strategies. However, the health system is still plagued by structural weaknesses that lead to inequity of access and service quality. 
Girls’ access to education has steadily increased although there are still disparities for rural and indigenous girls. This increase has not yet translated to increased participation in the labor market or social and political life. Although gender equity principles are incorporated into laws and policies, inequity is still widespread.  

Paraguay is in the midst of its demographic transition. The total fertility rate has fallen to 3.0 lifetime births per woman, from 4.7 in 1990. Infant mortality has fallen to 24 deaths per 1,000 live births and average life expectancy has increased slightly. The country is seeking to take advantage of its demographic bonus by investing in health, education and employment. The 2005 Population Policy promotes population and development issues. UNFPA is focusing on youth through its Growing With You campaign in partnership with the private sector. The campaign uses comics to educate youth about early pregnancy, STI and HIV/AIDS prevention, safe motherhood, responsible paternity and gender equity.  

However, as with elsewhere in Latin America, the rise of conservative and fundamentalist groups and their links to political parties and high levels of government threaten sexual and reproductive health and rights progress.  

