Papua New Guinea
Overview

Papua New Guinea is the largest Pacific nation, located approximately 400 km north of Australia and occupying the eastern half of the island of New Guinea. Papua New Guinea has a population of 6.73 million and is growing at a rate of 2.3 per cent per year. The country gained political independence from Australia in 1975 and has a Parliamentary democratic system of government. 

The total fertility rate remains high at 4 lifetime births per women. The maternal mortality ratio is 470 deaths per 100,000 live births and is among the highest in the Western Pacific. Health policies are aimed at improving women’s health, and fees have been waived for all antenatal and childbirth services with some exceptions. The recent adoption of the Health Sector Improvement Programme has reinforced the implementation of the National Health Policy. The Parliamentary Committee on Population and Development was also recently formed.   
The HIV infection rate is the highest in the Pacific Islands. In response, the Government has adopted the HIV Prevention and Management Act that provides protection for victims against stigma and discrimination and makes it an offence to knowingly spread the virus. A population education curriculum that includes HIV/AIDS topics is being taught in upper primary grades and has covered over 60 per cent of the provinces.

Education of girls continues to receive government support. In 2003, the Gender Education Policy was adopted, reinforcing the National Population Policy strategy to improve the quality of life through universal education. The National Education Policy (2005-2014) was also adopted to emphasize universal education. These legal and policy frameworks demonstrate the Government’s commitment to gender equality and women’s empowerment, but challenges remain. A recent move by Parliament to pass a bill allowing female representatives in Parliament was unsuccessful. 

The National Youth Policy (2008-2012) was adopted to empower Papua New Guinea’s young population, particularly the “out of school” youths, in the development process. The Government’s Medium Term Development Strategy for 2005-2010 highlights high population growth, HIV/AIDS, inadequate land management and inefficient reproductive health service delivery as barriers to development. 
