Pakistan

Overview

The year 2008 saw the arrival of a new Government in Pakistan after a period of nine years. The new Government has battled with the economic crisis and the worsening security situation.  A population census planned for 2008 has been delayed to 2009 due to unstable political and security environment. 

Pakistan is the sixth most populous country in the world. Increasing population and the large number of youth are emerging as the biggest issues that can delay progress in all areas. There are, however, no interventions aimed at targeting adolescents and youth in a holistic manner, especially in the public sector. Rural-to-urban migration remains the highest in the region and is expected to grow further over the next few years.
Pakistan has made steady progress towards most of the MDGs since 2000. However, many of the goals, especially attaining universal education and reducing maternal and child mortality, will still be difficult to achieve by 2015 due to the low starting point and slow progress during the 1990s. The percentage of births attended by skilled health professionals increased greatly from 23 per cent in 2001 to 38.8 per cent in 2007. CPR for any method, currently at 29.6 per cent, has risen only slightly since early 2000 and its increase has nearly stalled. In spite of this, the total fertility rate still declined slightly, probably owing to delayed marriages. Prevalence of HIV/AIDS remains low in the general population, but it is increasing rapidly in the high-risk groups, including injecting drug users and sex workers. Maternal, neonatal and child health and family planning were included in the health section of the PRSP II in 2008.
Progress has been made on gender equality with representation of women in the national assembly and local politics. The literacy rate for women and the participation of women in work force, however, remain extremely low. Pakistan has passed the Women's Protection Act in 2006 which protects the rights of women, especially rape and assault victims. The Criminal Law Amendment Bill in 2004 bans the practice of honour killings in Pakistan.

