Nigeria

Overview
With a projected population of 155 million in 2009, Nigeria is by far the most populous country in Africa, and faces challenges related to its size and the pace of population growth of 2.3 per cent per year. The total fertility rate is 5.2, while use of modern contraception among women of reproductive age is only 15 per cent for any method (2007). The weak health system and harmful traditional and religious practices continue to present significant barriers to efforts aimed at promoting sexual and reproductive health and attaining the health-related MDGs. 
Women are disadvantaged in employment, access to credit, education, land ownership and participation in government. Women’s health is also hindered by gender-based violence, lack of adequate nutrition during pregnancy and female genital mutilation/cutting. Up to 800,000 Nigerian women live with obstetric fistula as a result of early pregnancy and obstructed labor. The adolescent fertility rate is 126 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. Nigeria has one of the world’s highest maternal mortality ratios and only 35 per cent of women have a skilled attendant at birth. National policies on reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, women and youth exist, but poor dissemination and implementation of policy documents and low utilization of funds allocated by the Government to implement planned programmes limits progress.

Significant progress has been made in some key areas aimed at the promotion of sexual and reproductive health. A federal budget line has been created for emergency obstetric care, in addition to the support mobilized by partners towards scaling up the Maternal Neonatal and Child Health (IMNCH) strategy and Roadmap for the reduction of maternal mortality. The results of the 2008 demographic and health survey (DHS) will increase the availability of demographic and health information, particularly new data on gender-based violence and obstetric fistula and will enable state level data analysis. The establishment of the Network of Women Parliamentarians is expected to improve capacity to advocate for gender issues at the highest level of government. UNFPA is engaged in advocacy, policy dialogue and provision of technical assistance in support of implementing existing reproductive health and rights policies, including expanding access to quality maternal health and emergency obstetric care. It is also involved in strengthening the country’s weak health system. 
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