New Caledonia

Overview

New Caledonia, a territory of France, is located in the Southwest Pacific near Australia. It has a population of 250,000, with an annual growth rate of 1.5 per cent. Its main island of New Caledonia is one of the largest in the Pacific Ocean. It also consists of the archipelago of Iles Loyaute and numerous small, sparsely populated islands and atolls. Because most of the land is not suitable for cultivation, food makes up one fifth of all imports. New Caledonia enjoys a relatively high standard of living compared with most other Pacific Island countries. Its economic profile is similar to that of a fully industrialized country. With a quarter of the known nickel resources in the world, the nickel industry is a key component of the economy, along with tourism and substantial financial support from France. The Noumea Accord was signed in 1998 that stipulated the transfer of increasing levels of governing responsibility from France to New Caledonia over the subsequent 15 to 20 years.
For many years, the Government has emphasized improving maternal and child health, increasing immunization rates and controlling communicable diseases, which has resulted in significant improvements in the health status of the population. Life expectancy at birth currently stands at 80.0 years for women and 73.1 years for men. The total fertility rate is 2.04 lifetime births per woman. The prevalence of non-communicable diseases is growing rapidly, while that of communicable diseases is declining. 
The significant improvements in population health in recent years can be attributed to economic growth and the quality of health care coverage. The Government of the territory has endorsed a policy of “health for all.” Various public mechanisms fund social welfare programs, including national health insurance, family allowances and a pension scheme. Consequently, all the citizens are comprehensively covered for their health and welfare needs. There is, however, a constant need to balance the distribution of these resources equally among all segments of the population.
