Morocco

Overview
Morocco, with a population of 32 million, has nearly completed the transition from high to low fertility. The population growth rate has declined to 1.2 per cent per year and the total fertility rate is 2.3 lifetime births per woman. Contraceptive prevalence of any method has reached 63 per cent. 
Maternal mortality, at 240 deaths per 100,000 live births, is on track to reach MDG 5. Infant mortality, at 32 deaths per 1,000 live births, is half of its rate in 1990. Adolescent fertility is very low at 18 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. Sixty-three per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel, but large differences remain in urban and rural access to health care. While Morocco transitions to a modern economy, significant gaps remain in education and opportunities for girls. But the gender gap in primary and secondary school enrolment is slowly closing. 


The Government’s most recent five-year plan (2008-2012) focuses on reproductive health and strategies for population and development, including an emphasis on gender equity and improving the health, education and status of women. The plan gives priority to reducing maternal and neonatal mortality and morbidity, particularly at the regional level; improving access to health care in rural areas; reducing the high rate at which students drop out of school; and supporting youth entry into the workforce. 
UNFPA and UNICEF undertook an initiative on the role of youth in society, beginning with research on the participation of young people. UNFPA has focused on championing the rights of youth for reproductive and sexual health information and services and on combating female genital mutilation/cutting and violence against women. UNFPA is supporting a multi-sector and integrated approach to youth development, highlighting the needs of underprivileged youth for education and vocational training. Its programs also focus on enabling the greater participation of women and girls in policy, legal, social and economic spheres.  
The country is also a leader in South-South cooperation. Morocco is included in the Partners in Population and Development Programme, funded by UNFPA, the Rockefeller Foundation and the World Bank.
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