Mongolia

Overview
After a peaceful revolution in the early 1990s, Mongolia became a self-governing state for the first time in nearly 300 years and shifted from a centrally planned to a market economy. With a population of a little over 2.67 million spread out over an area the size of Western Europe, it is one of the most sparsely populated countries in the world. Because of its vast territory, access to quality health and education for rural populations is a major challenge. 
The total fertility rate is 2.01 lifetime births per woman. Maternal mortality has declined in recent decades and registered 46 per 100,000 live births in 2005, but a large increase occurred in the first half of 2009 and therefore remains one of the priority concerns for the Government. Other reproductive health issues include relatively high abortion rates, an increasing incidence of STIs especially among youth and vulnerable groups and a lack of access to reproductive health information and services, particularly among rural populations. Mongolia is a low HIV/AIDS prevalence country, yet it is considered to be vulnerable given its proximity to higher prevalence countries such as China and Russia. Gender gaps in various social and economic measures still persist despite much progress.
In 2008, a comprehensive National Development Strategy based on the MDGs was adopted by the Government. The subsequent Action Plan of the Government of Mongolia (2008-2012) addresses population and health in line with the MDGs and prioritizes the reduction of maternal and child mortality. Other major health policy documents are the Health Sector Master Plan (2005-2015) and the third Reproductive Health Program passed by the Government in 2007. The Population Policy (2004-2015) is the leading document for population and development. In 2005, the Law on Fighting Domestic Violence was adopted and a Gender Equality Law is currently being prepared to reflect equal rights for men and women in all aspects of social and economic life. The second National MDG report was launched in 2007 which outlines that 60 per cent of the targets have been achieved or will be achieved by 2015.
