MICRONESIA (FEDERATED STATES OF)
OVERVIEW
The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) became independent in 1986. The country consists of four major states (island groups): Kosrae, Pohnpei, Chuuk and Yap. Pohnpei Island constitutes about one half of the total land area and is home to about one third of the population. Most of the population lives in the rural areas and outer islands; an estimated 22 percent live in urban areas.
The population of FSM, estimated at 110,000, is expected to decline over the next 10 years. The average number of lifetime births per woman has decreased from 5.0 in 1990 to 3.5 in 2009. This decline is thought to be due to increased use of family planning and greater education and employment of women rather than economic development. The population is declining largely due to out-migration. The maternal mortality ratio has declined in recent years and is currently estimated to be 317 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births. The infant mortality rate has stayed relatively constant, and is now 33 per 1,000 live births. Prenatal care is slowly improving in the state centres and is being expanded to remote areas.

The country’s population is young, with around 38 per cent below 15 years of age. In contrast to the diminishing TFR, the adolescent fertility rate (AFR) for the period 2000 – 2006 was around 44 per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19; sexual activity among young people is characterized by multiple partners and low condom use. To help meet the needs of young people, a regional adolescent reproductive health (ARH) project, supported by UNFPA, strengthens existing school-based clinics by improving ARH counseling and services.

The Government continues to dominate the economy, while the formal private sector is small and locally focused. Twenty-eight per cent of the population lives at or below the poverty line. Enrolment in primary and secondary school is nearly equal for boys and girls, but representation of women in Parliament is almost nonexistent. 
