Mauritania

Overview
Mauritania is one of the poorest and least developed countries in the world. Most of the country is desert or semi-desert, and its 3.3 million people are largely confined to towns and cities and a few fertile areas. The population growth rate has declined somewhat to 2.3 per cent per year. Mauritania has more than 34,000 refugees and returned refugees in need of humanitarian assistance. Political instability, including four changes of government, has interfered with plans to decentralize health services. New elections are to be held in 2009, and many budgetary and approval processes are on hold.

While Mauritania has made some progress towards achieving non-health-related MDGs, the health indicators are mixed. Maternal mortality declined from 1,000 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2000 to 820, but remains unacceptably high. In a relatively short time, Mauritania has increased the percentage of births attended by skilled personnel from 40 to 61 per cent. Infant mortality has declined from 112 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 75 per 1,000 live births. Although contraceptive use of any method remains very low, at 9 per cent, fertility has declined substantially from 5.8 lifetime births per woman to 4.4. Adolescent fertility remains high at 88 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. 

In response to the demands of women and their allies, gender training was carried out in 2007 for members of Government and Parliament. UNFPA and UNICEF are coordinating activities to fight gender-based violence and female genital mutilation/cutting. UNFPA supported the Government in the development of a road map to reduce maternal and infant deaths, but the road map has not been finalized. A national public information and awareness-raising campaign on obstetric fistula resulted in many women being successfully treated and enrolled in income-generating programs as part of their social rehabilitation. Strategic partnerships including influential women and religious leaders have raised the profile of gender and reproductive health. Girls’ education, early marriage and HIV/AIDS are getting more attention. However, the African Youth Charter has not been signed. 
