Mali
Overview
Mali is one of the 49 least developed countries. A landlocked country of mostly desert or semi-desert, Mali is heavily dependent on donor support. A little over half of the country’s 13 million people live on less than US$1.25 a day. Armed uprisings in northern Mali have resulted in over 11,000 refugees and asylum seekers, and have made it difficult for UNFPA to implement its programs in Tombouctou, Gao and Kidal.

The Government endorsed a cooperative agreement with UNFPA (2008-2012) encouraging policies and population and development programs to reduce poverty. With UNFPA’s support, the country has, among other actions: updated its national population policy; established a priority program for investments in population; created a framework to reduce the prevalence of HIV/AIDS; developed a policy and plan of action to eliminate female genital mutilation/cutting; updated standards and procedures for reproductive health; and developed a national document for the prevention and treatment of obstetric fistula.

While still high, maternal deaths and infant mortality have decreased. Women in Mali are having fewer children, but the total fertility rate is 5.4 lifetime births per woman. Adolescent pregnancy is high at 190 per 1,000 live births. Less than half of births are attended by a skilled health professional and modern contraceptive prevalence has stalled at 6.4 per cent.

The 2002-2006 Poverty Reduction Strategy Program (PRSP) led to an improvement in Malians' living conditions, especially in their access to education, health care and water. But poor control over population growth and weak economic growth hindered any significant reduction in rural poverty. This prompted the Government to make development of productive sectors the core of its poverty reduction strategy. The new PRSP (2007-2011) focuses on two objectives: spurring economic growth by developing the rural production and mining sectors and promoting the well-being of poor people by maintaining the momentum of initiatives in the social sector and strengthening them through reforms geared to achieving the MDGs. UNFPA assisted the Government in developing a decennial plan to achieve the MDGs to accelerate Mali’s progress. 
