Maldives

Overview

In 2008, Maldives entered into a new era of democratic governance with the introduction of a new constitution and the first multi-party presidential election in 30 years. 

The spatial distribution of the population across more than 190 islands makes delivery of services a challenging task. Maldives has, however, made significant gains in its demographic and health transition. It has already achieved MDG targets for poverty, education, child mortality and HIV/AIDS. Maldives will face considerable challenges to meet the targets for gender equality, maternal health, environmental sustainability and global partnership for development given its geography and environmental concerns. The Quality Heath Care Bridging the Gap: Health Master Plan 2006-2015, a long-term health plan of the Government, makes reference to ICPD, MDG, and other international summits and conferences and Maldives’ commitment to fulfill the targets by 2015.

The analysis of the national survey on women's health and life experiences revealed that about a third of Maldivian women experience some forms of gender-based violence in their life time. The Maldivian Democratic Party Presidential manifesto which takes precedence over the 7th National Development Plan, however, lacks any reference to its intention in the area of gender, women's human rights or empowerment. 

The adolescent and youth populations are growing rapidly in Maldives. Rising youth unemployment and drug abuse with potential linkages to risky behavior for expansion of HIV/AIDS are major concerns. Rise of Islamic fundamentalism also poses a concern.
