Malawi
Overview

Malawi’s population is 1.5 million. More than one half of households live below the national poverty line. The total fertility rate is 5.5 lifetime births per woman, and the maternal mortality ratio (MMR) is extremely high. Contributing to the high MMR in Malawi is the low rate of skilled attendance at childbirth. Women continue to deliver at home or with a Traditional Birth Attendant (TBA), despite the Government’s new policy that redefines the roles of TBAs to advocates and counselors. 
To address these issues, the Government has revised the National Population Policy, incorporating targets set by the ICPD Programme of Action. Malawi has made progress towards achieving ICPD targets as well as the MDGs. The country’s main development framework, the Malawi Growth and Development Strategy (equivalent to the Poverty Reduction Strategy Program (PRSP)) is in line with the MDGs and has prioritized health issues like MMR and HIV.   
Malawi’s HIV prevalence is estimated at 12 per cent for those aged 15 to 49. Life expectancy is only 41 years, largely due to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Sexual and reproductive health services are available nationwide as an integral part of the essential health-care package. Components on sexual health and HIV and AIDS prevention have been included in the life-skills curriculum in schools. Other initiatives to address sexual and reproductive health include the development of national policies dealing with youth, sexual and reproductive health and HIV and AIDS. Recently, the Government of Malawi has developed a comprehensive HIV Prevention Strategy, which demonstrates a renewed emphasis on evidence-based prevention programming. 
Since adolescents account for a significant proportion of all first pregnancies, the Government of Malawi has recently reviewed laws on marriage through The Family Relations and Divorce Bill (yet to be passed in Parliament). To address the vulnerability of the girl child, the bill stipulates that girls cannot marry before age 16.
