Madagascar
Overview
Madagascar’s population of 19.6 million is growing at 2.6 per cent per year. The country is classified as least developed. Rural farmers, female-headed households, and the elderly make up a large proportion of the poor. The total fertility rate is 4.6 lifetime births per woman and contraceptive prevalence is 27 per cent. A sectoral plan for family planning for 2007-2012 is currently being implemented. Several interventions have contributed to the increase in use of modern contraception: free modern methods in the public health system since July 2007; the availability of long-acting methods in more than 90 per cent of health centers, prevention of stock-outs of injectables; and the extension of family planning services by community-level distributors.

Madagascar has made some progress towards achieving the targets set by the ICPD Programme of Action and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): nearly universal primary education for both boys and girls and a new law on marriage that sets the minimum age at 18. The infant mortality rate is 70 deaths per 1,000 live births. The Government is concerned about very high fertility rates among adolescents (154 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19) and about reducing maternal mortality. A campaign to address obstetric fistula was launched in 2007.
Quality emergency obstetrical care coverage is still low. More than 65 per cent of the rural population lives more than 10 km from a health facility and are not reached by education campaigns. There are also socio-cultural barriers to access and inadequate and low quality reproductive health information. But a referral system as well as provisions for obstetrical emergencies are helping to reduce maternal mortality. UNFPA leads a joint programme on maternal health and has helped Madagascar obtain Thematic Funds to offer no-fee deliveries and Caesarian sections. 

The Government adopted a new poverty reduction strategy in 2006. In 2008, Madagascar adopted the Integrated System of Monitoring and Evaluation (SNISE) that will be used to monitor the reduction of poverty. Implementation of the SNISE has already begun with UNFPA promoting these activities in seven of the country’s 22 regions. 

