Macedonia, Former Yugoslav Republic

Overview
Macedonia is currently one of three candidate countries for EU membership, along with Croatia and Turkey. At present, the country’s population size is nearly stationary at 2.0 million, although the low fertility rate will ensure future population decline. Life expectancy at birth is comparatively high with the expectation of life for males at 72.0 years and females at 76.8. Since it became independent from Yugoslavia in 1992, Macedonia has faced great political and economic challenges, including substantial asylum emigration, although many have since returned.
The main population-related issues are not unlike those present in other countries of the region –decreasing birth rate, population ageing, a high urban migration rate, decreased rate of marriages, poverty, and unemployment. The unemployment rate among those aged 15 to 64 in 2006 was 36.3 per cent. In addition, there are significant disparities among different regions in the country, resulting from the mixed ethnicity of the population. 
About one-fifth of the population lives below the national poverty line, reflecting the country’s economic difficulties. Abortion is still the most common method of fertility control. Official statistics show decreasing rates, although it is likely that abortions performed in private clinics are under-reported. 
There has been significant progress on many MDGs despite the difficulties faced by the country. The under-5 mortality rate declined from 38 child deaths per 1,000 births in 1990 to 17 by 2007 and the decline in infant mortality was of a similar magnitude. The Government commitment to advance sexual and reproductive health through the development and implementation of a multi-year Reproductive Health Strategy sets the stage for continuing advancement towards MDG and ICPD goals. As a result of a number of legal changes introduced in the last few years in favor of women’s political participation, the early elections conducted in June 2008 resulted in an increase in the number of women parliamentarians to 32.7 per cent, up from 3.3 per cent in 1997. However, this increase has not been matched by a rise in the number of women in executive government positions.
