Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Overview
Libya’s economy depends heavily on oil revenue, which has allowed its small population of 6.3 million to enjoy a relatively high standard of living. Its per capita GDP is among the highest in Africa, although little of the income flows to the lowest classes in society. In addition, a worldwide slump in oil prices beginning in 2008 will likely constrain economic growth. The total fertility rate is 2.6 lifetime births per woman, and the population is growing at a rate of 2 per cent per year. Libya’s young population–about one-third of which is below age 15–and above-replacement fertility ensure that the population will continue to grow substantially.
Libya faces a challenge of generating enough jobs for its young and growing population: labour force participation is about 53 per cent among adults aged 15 and over (77 per cent among men and only 26 per cent among women). Living standards are also threatened by the high cost of food (a large proportion is imported), but good health and education indicators contribute to Libya’s rank of 52 of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index.

Libya is on track for meeting many of the targets set by the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs. Although the Government views maternal and childhood mortality as too high, both indicators have dropped substantially since 1990. Under-five mortality has fallen from 41 deaths per 1,000 births in 1990 to 18 in 2007, and maternal mortality fell from 220 deaths per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 97 in 2005. Nearly all deliveries are attended by skilled personnel. Between 1990 and 2007, infant mortality dropped from 34 deaths per 1,000 live births to 17, while life expectancy rose from 68 years to 74 years. Libya leads the Arab States in achieving gender equity in primary school enrolment—nearly all boys and girls are in school—and literacy is almost universal among women and men aged 15 to 24.
