Liberia

Overview

Liberia is a very rapidly growing least developed country with a population of nearly 4 million. But it is still feeling the effects of years of civil war and continued insecurity: widespread poverty, high unemployment, illiteracy and increasing HIV/AIDS infection rates. The security situation, compounded with bad roads during six months of intense tropical rain, hampers efforts to provide services to remote areas.

The maternal mortality ratio has risen to 1,200 deaths per 100,000 live births, one of the world’s highest ratios. Contributing factors include an acute shortage of skilled human resources, inadequate emergency obstetrical care, an inefficient referral system and poor nutritional status of pregnant women. The majority of births take place outside health facilities and less than 47 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel. Adolescent fertility remains very high at 137 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. While contraceptive use remains very low at 11 per cent for any method, total fertility has declined to 5 lifetime births per woman. The infant mortality rate is 93 deaths per 1,000 live births; nearly 1 in 10 infants die before age 1. 
The Government and partners including UNFPA have been rehabilitating and rebuilding community schools, health-care facilities and public buildings; reforming health policy; grading and repairing major and community roads; designing basic education and primary health programs in remote communities; and supplying drugs to communities. 

UNFPA supported the establishment of an emergency obstetrical care (EmOC) training center within a major referral hospital located in the county where one third of the population lives. This center has enhanced the capacity of skilled birth attendants to ensure quality EmOC services to reduce the high rates of maternal and neonatal mortality. A major obstetric fistula campaign was undertaken in 2008. The Fistula Centre within the University referral hospital serves as a surgical management unit and training centre for other health-care workers to learn fistula repair and case management. 
The Government continues to grapple with the resettlement and integration of about 21,000 refugees and returned refugees. With UNFPA providing a major component of external support, Liberia successfully conducted the 2008 National Population and Housing Census, the first in 24 years. This census will contribute much-needed data for socio-economic planning. 

