Kyrgyzstan
Overview

Kyrgyzstan is a mountainous country of 5.5 million people who are mainly dependent on agriculture for their livelihoods. Economic development since the country’s independence has been slow. Over 43 per cent of the population lives below the national poverty line and 22 per cent lived on less than US$1 per day in 2004. The Government adopted a comprehensive development framework for 2001-2010 that aims to reduce poverty by improving economic efficiency, ensuring good governance and better targeting social assistance.
Progress in reproductive health has been uneven. The infant mortality rate declined from 65 deaths per 1,000 live births to 34 deaths between 1990 and 2007. However, a recent survey by UNICEF estimates the rate to be more than twice that level using international reporting standards. Less than half (46 per cent) of women of reproductive age use modern contraceptive methods, a slight drop from earlier in the decade. In spite of the Government’s high priority placed on improving maternal health, the maternal mortality ratio remains high at 110 deaths per 100,000 live births, reflecting the poor quality of health services and inadequate training of personnel.

There is evidence that a worrying proportion of young people lack good health and engage in high-risk behavior, resulting in increased mortality, adolescent pregnancy and STIs, including HIV. The country lacks a national school curriculum on sexual education. 

Although the majority of HIV cases are among young drug users, the share of sexually transmitted cases and mother-to-child transmission are on a rise. High internal migration  contributes to the rapid spread of HIV, and the country’s location on main drug routes further aggravates the situation. The pandemic is being addressed by the National AIDS Centre, assisted by the Global Fund and UNAIDS. 

Gender equality and women’s empowerment became major public issues in 2005, when no women were elected in the Parliament. In the most recent elections, women won 24 per cent of seats. Growing levels of violence against women, and public tolerance of violence, however, are indications of women’s vulnerability. Moreover, migration trends are problematic, especially with regard to trafficking of young women to Russia and Europe.
