Kuwait


Overview
Kuwait, with a population estimated at 3.0 million, is a high income, non-OECD country that has experienced strong economic growth in recent years. The economy is heavily dependent on foreign nationals who comprise a majority of the population – an issue of great concern to the Government. Establishing a viable economy based on income diversification with less dependence on oil is a priority. The total fertility rate is 2.2 lifetime births per woman. In response to a recent UN inquiry, the Government views its population growth rate as too low.

The reduction of Government subsidies and the need to promote policies of privatization constitute major challenges. Unemployment is high among youth and university graduates due to structural imbalances in the labour market. The Government is offering strong incentives to the private sector for the employment and training of Kuwaiti citizens. 

The country is poised to achieve almost all of the MDGs. Maternal mortality dropped from 29 deaths per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 4 in 2005, and nearly all births are attended by skilled personnel. The infant mortality rate, 9 deaths per 1,000 live births, has been nearly halved since 1990.

Literacy rates are nearly universal among 15-24 year-olds in Kuwait. The gross primary school enrollment rate is 97 per cent for boys and 96 per cent for girls, while secondary school rates are 87 per cent and 91 per cent respectively.

Women’s participation in political life has been institutionalized by the reform of the election law in 2005. Four new politicians made history in 2009 when they became the first women sworn in to Kuwait's Parliament. Women’s civil society organizations are actively engaged in the political, social, cultural and educational realms and the Government has generally supported their active public and social roles.

